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tu thse than edifying ta tiîe p>euple at large. Jesus knew not
wlîerc to liy bis licad, but bis amibassadors have their VTatican,
their hishops' palace4, their rectories and mnanses, the. ataîbassa-
dur generally occup)ying onc of the best houses in the place
and bîaviiig a good time gencrally. And as ta the Bible, if it
llias reccivcd no ncw additions for centuries," it ccrtainly bas

reL'eivcd many new inrpretations of its ineaning. Compare
sanie af the aid sermons witlî thaie af the prescrnt day : ftfty
years ago the devii was peeping out from between the leaves
of every sermon and tht. air was nearly sufficauing, while the
preaching was going on, fron t he st.lphurous fumes from a
blazing hell. In these days cars are îao polite ta have nien-
tioned ta thern the namie of that unpleasantiy warm, place. An
etcrnity ai piunishiinent is nat insisted upan by n'any preachers
and is now more ridiculed than belacved ini b>' the niajority of
iltose Who prafcss Chris:ianity.

.Mr. Mfitchell thiusts wickcdly at the sceptic and tlîc sccoffer,
and the thrusts wauid wauind marc sorely if they had nat the
boomerang tendency ai falling hack on tie striker. In one
p>lace he likens scepticisin ta a boat whase anchar is drawn up .
the bo2t acquires motion, but motion does not neccssarily
impi>' prazress nor the "gaing muao any desired or desirable

aven." That aa b<.* but a nbaving boat bas sanie proba.
hility of arriving ai the desired baven, whereas an anchored
boat bas nat, sa long as the anchorage halds firm.

The aid saying, a-ýack is casier than dcience, is trotted out;
ica dcstroy is casier than ta build. "I t took a genius ta rear
ihe Ephtsian damne; it took a torcb and a fool ta destroy it.
Ilut if the IIEpbcsian dame " stood in thie way of progress, the
<ual acted wiscly in destroying it ; if Christianity be nov an
incubus upon civIization, the>' Jabot wisely who are striving
ta Taise the people ibove it.

IlOnly a fcwr great çauls-you can count tbcm on your
fingr-have ever canstructed any faitil for mankind ; but thc
woods; and the plains are full ai conimonvrs who bave snapped
nt and spit upan the îîriceIess treasisre ai the saulrs inspiration
and tic soul's hope." That may be vcry truc; but Mr. Mitchell
appu'ars ta ignore that sccptics kick more au the hy pocritical
professions made by the so-called (cjliower of such religions
tban aithe religions theniseives ; and rehel mare a: the atemi;*
ai thos in bandage (re.ligio, tn, bind again> ta fasteai their
fciters upan otbers than at the holding of any faitb by those
% are so, inciincd. TJake for example the observance of tic
Sabbatb. %Vete Christians satisfied with spendingîthe day in
any way they chose, and allowcd others the sanie privilegc,
thierc vouid bce na kick. Hut we abject strongly against aliers
dictating ta us visat wc should cat and drink aund how we are
ia observe certain da)s.

And as Mir. Mitchell ne:ars the end af lis sermon lie asks
ic stalc question,-,* Tell me if you cmn apart from the go"Ie
vhat anc sucet and cndt:ring trcasure iç ours, wbat ane great
and abiing hope is oIs ? " Trhe question bas beent answered
again and again. In dcbalin," Is Chrigianity tucor (aise?"
such a question as Mr. Mitchell asks lus no part whatever; it
is altho ihertkcvant. Apka soadvanced appeais mercfyioa
sentiment, and cannot pass for argument. Most sceptics, 1
apprchend, wish ta fallow the scriptural injuniction, -II lrove
*il thinga, haid fast that which is good." Aqd what lover of
" whatso«ve uhiigs are true, honorab>le, just, putre, lovcy and
ofgoo4 repart," wisbes for more ?

'%Vords without an; positive significance aie the cvetiasting
cigincs of (rad. -! orwe T*ookt-.

ICOBBING MARY.

A vRRty curions rohbery lias been perpetrated at Toledo,
famous of aid for its sword-blades. During tbhucelebra-
tian of tho Festival of the Virgin, --hîo liai; been appointed
(probabiy without lier consent) as the patronees of the
town, soine robbers got into the catiiedral and stole ail
lier belongings, valued at saniething like twelve tlîousand
potinas ($60,000), Four watchxncn, arined with carbines
and accompanied, by several tierce dogs, guard the Ca-
theidral at nighit. It is therefore supposed 4bat the rob-
hcry took place just before the msen and doge came on
daty. The. police have absolutely na chie, and the. popu-
lace are indignaflt.%

The Virgin was decked out for the Festival in bier best
jewels. One of themu was a splenidid necidlace of brilliants
and erneralds, presented to lier by the great Cardinal
Ximenez de Cisneros, who %vas Regent af Spain ait the
accession of Chiarles V. Another was a ring of pearis
with an enorinous star-sbaped black diamaîad, presented
bv Cardinal Mendoza, who %vent with the Cathiolic kings
tý the conqueet of Granada. These "precious, preciaus
jeweis, " as Shylock wouid say, are gone witlî tbe rest,
and the poor stripped Virgin je bift desolate. The tieves
even took away the large silver cliaini with wlîich see
was attached tu a railing, lcaving ber ta, stand or fail as
it happened. They dia not mind 'whether she fell for-
ward, or baekward, ar sideways. Thcy had. hier adorn-
mente, and did not care twopence about ber person.

"I*Are there no boits in bleaven but whist serve for
tîtunder ?" What was Providence doing to let those
wretches commit tiai sacrilege? Why were they not
biasted on the spot, or turned into pillars of sait, 11ke
Ljot' wife? Their remaine might tien have been exhiibited
ara- dreadfi warntng. People would have p&W amey
to see them, and both religion and the chureh would have

poine bylt r nsato.A il is the" are off 1'ith
their otsilg ~t "1h pn. rbo ead uig
ther tongues in tbeir cheès aii oypis

r ho d i d nt h e V i r g in' i t et i e r a c 'a g n s l p I i s

outae? She appe alt in sonepat of Europe-
egene s erabb it must b.admitted, to credulous peasanta and
hysterical fenales. Are we to supps tha thie Mother
of God doles not share his.'ubiquity ? Io she only in one
place aI a lime ? In tiat case, why was se absent from
this speciai celebralion ? RIad alie more important busi-
ness at that moment in some other part of the universe ?
This is conceivabie, but it is not chcaracteristic. Few
ladies would attend wu snythîing ela. (if lhey knew it)
while a tbic! was appropriating their jeweis.

Jeans Christ lîitsebf, who, being G-d, is ubiquitoua,
onght to, have prevcnted that robbery. Il is a miserable
thing for a -son to stand by and mee a thief walk off nitli
bis mothe's trinkets.

Ail Lus inay sound blasphemons enouga ta believers,
wbo aremu ailli and.-mpty ai reaso; but, allr ail,
il is downrighl .',oer sense. We coin on1y go by anaiogy.
W. talk of God's wisdom and power,%nd we mesan the
saine wisdoin and power tiat we passess. only uu%Ïnified
adî ianitnm; alla we aboula expeci him to act a WC
aboula siet, only xithout, out ir.finnity and back of lire-
cision. Crying IlBhssphemy? " tg not awgment. If you
bawi il tili you are hoase and exhausted, the question
remans wiere it was, and what itwau, beforevou opened
jour mouti. It only menis tiat you bav lot your
temper. So cool down, 0 true believer, und listen to a
wise text from, your own book : '«Corne now and let us
reason together "*-not, figlut, nor call naines, but remsu.

If nota single one of tho Ilîrc pauern who constitat.
Go" will lift a fingor while the Motiar of God is heing
r<ibiied ta te axtent of &wclrýe thousand peunds, what i6
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