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have no longer the mummers who
turde Christaiar evo hideous with thelr
outlandirh nofres and frolice. nor the
darail bowl  with  its dirgraceful
teveley so fnapprorsiate to the celo

T18 nightest In the tnlghticst« it becomes
The thtoticd wohxr ki better than hls crown.

Merey toward thosg wha need it, and
A charitably and kindly dlspesition
toward all ate neces<&ry 11 we would
mainiam the character of a triue Chrl:-

The rust und mnoth consume them, fire
and flood may destroy them, or thieves
and designing tnen may break in and
steal them or cattec themn to disappear
at the very thine they may * e needed.

R QR"N v b . . l ST .* rorf . '\ uo re-
br. 7] wistia tival . Lis wire, therefore, to make the re

I S R TTL P N PO BRI wl o« h‘ln o ot '“O" of (h 41 at Lh stian e tian. or even i owe dt‘.‘dfl' to be hnpr,‘- ' ) . * b
5, e en e WOE e W e pecalls the memory of the fitst ¢ bl \ X .y quired provision as ample as possible,

. Tiee N Conia? o G amdteet e bl e - S yYOIT S, AYl Moluntine . .
b AL A I seetio b the cnactment of the reds ip :;“ ' 'l', aurecives d’ ;"“ " n :""‘ ard there is certainly no cheaper and
' e e B i (SR 2N y O 3 ) S s NTen,

o T T T tion of the buman race. 1t the merose and Jenddy s nowotoe sccure methed of doing thiy

tobriel Grafl, contd be happy, whoas

T SN W R S B P arcided huprovement in public s sraphucally deseribed by Diglepe . PR PYmenbershtp in the €M, B. A,

e b B e MUY manners and merals that no one now :Au iy vox.;diti'ncd. cr(:.~>~"r.'lilln), How easily a young man :-pcndt:.

- gt it e v e ahinks Bt s necessars part of the Christ surdy fellow," who i the maliee of pis /e hOVZhL of the tuturs, a dollar,
T B T A Y T mas erlebration to spead Christas eve m"_; . lw:ut found Lis tlt-|i~;ht in or perhaps two or thrcc'dolla:s a wecel

; Ahs """""‘:',',"I‘:,'(,',w . und  Christinas night in  glntteneus , nfl . th;sln) less and m -:rimclt oh useless or peraaps !oolish' aud sin-
s -l-zmm.-\:.'\« wlon ougey, teasting and brutish intoxication It (:;“mh:;: ,“:u:: ils:xo h;pp;m‘“ (\' Ul amueinents (vr‘diSalpatIOll. and
= has heeamo the cwrtom for families, et \vll.l' those Who cradeaver to ;;nl\c how easiy, l.._v a hu.lo _cconom,\-', he

LoNDoN  pyyopserig - ., oven if reperated by Jong dlstances to 'l POy o ! might save =1 50 0r $1.75 of this ex

——
—

A 1APPY ¢ HEISTMAN,
A happy Chelstma~' It is chistom

ary at this holy season for friends who
teet 9 express mutually the hope that

comoe together at the homo of their
parents, or tho house of that member
of the family who is otill regarded as
cecupying the place of the parents, so
that they may assist together at the

otlers happy.

Here wo wmay also rema.k that
since it is an cbligation on all
o contribute toward the peaco,
happiness and comfort of others,

pense every menth ! At tho present
death rate of the C. M. I3 A. this sum
would more than pay for’a £2,000 pel-
iey of insurance in our association, if
his age wero between elghteen and

- " s . . it is still moro a duty to do thix ... . . .
. ¢ach may cuioy a happy Christinas, MAass of Christinas morning, and enjoy _l § ',l 0 : ! thirty  years  when ho  becamo
: ) A ARRS % 7 e for one’s own houschold, for those b iis  becotnine
- 48 aud we moct sineerely wish this to all in company  their Christmas dinner. . 2 member. s Dbecoming &
¢ o e N . \ .. towaid whom we have special duties to b ould  thus ke hi
p our triends and all the readers of Tup. This is not ouly a harmless, but is a mewber  wou 1y make im
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Tae ftirst Chrlsimas day, when our
Blermad Lord was born at Bethleham
of Judea, wax ushered in by the an-
nouucement of an ¢ra of peaco to men
of gaood will. Awn angel was sent by
God to make this announcement, not
to the rich, but to the pour shepherds
watching thefr flocks on the mouun -
tains.

“¥ear not, for hehold I bring you
good tidings of great joy that shall bo

commendable practice, as it serves to
bind the families together by the strong
links of fraternal love, which would be
likoly to grow weak with the rust of
disuse if they were not put into em-
ployment at least during this joyous
season. Chriitmas is now appropri

ately celebrated as a home festival, |

“which brings joy and peace to the
. family, buries all discords deep out of
. slght, and reslizes tho promise which

fulfill according to natural and divine
law,
The inspired Apostle of Christ says
“ If any mayhave not care of his own,
aud especially of those of his house, he
hath denicd the faith and is worse than
an infidel.
' Wedo not assert that it is positively
;& duty for our young men, or for
| fathers of familics, to become members
yof the C. M. B. A. in order

the angel mado to the Judean shep- | 10 fulfill their obligation of providing
L

as secrro as if he had at that moment
deposited 52,000 in bank for the benefit
of thoso depeudent upon him ; and, as
humnan life is frail, what a cousolation
it would be for him to know that at so
slight a sacrifice be had made this good
provision secure for those he loves!
1o may dic at any moment, but the
provision of §2,000, or £500, is a cer-
- tainty, even though he may have con-
j tributed only a fow dollars of his share
1of obligation toward the association ;

;'herds : “Ibring yon tidings of great for those who ars dependent on them.

h: . 10 all tho people ; for this day is born :
fjoy .« « « . GlorytoGodin the ‘It is .helr duty to make some provision

N7t yout » Savlour whois Christ the Lord
" in the City of David." . .

taud at most, even should he livo the
full timo of an ordinary life, he will

Tho announcement was wads to poor
men, to show that God dusplsed not
their poverty : yet the worthy 1ich
were not excluded fromn the promised
benefit which was conferred on men of
good will without any restriction.

Without cutering into any dizcus-
sion on the question of the exact time
which had clapsed since the creation nf
the world when Christ was born, a

question which is debated between the !

learned, we shall merely say that
about four thousand vears had passed
away during which the human race
hoped for the coming of a Redeemer,
and it was only after so long & time
that the prophecics were fuliilled whick
promised that mankind should Yo
rescued from the deep pit of depravity
aud {dolatry into which it had fallen.

The day of dolivery had now coma :

¥ Bevand comparo the Son of God was scen
Most vlorions s i Him all i Fathor sheno
Substatizlly expressad, and in 1lis tace
v cumparsion visibly appeared,
™ withaut end, and withont measuto
qrace.”’

les! Christmasisthe period where
in is manitested the fulness of divine
compassion, tho 1mtensity of diving
love, and the resistless ctherey of God'w
grace.

It is thought that many of the
§trange customns whorewith Christmas
was celebrated in past times were do.
vived from the superstitious orgies
used at heathen fostivals, which
occurred about the samo timo as we

blghest aud on carth “peace to men of » according lo their station iu lifo, not

good will."

The happy custom™of giving Christ
mas gifts to friends, which has grown
to be so general, is especially commend-

| &ble, as the pleasure it affords and the

| memories the gilts recall in after days

+ belp to make affoction and friendship
"enduring : but of greater importance
. than all this is the practice of charity
; toward those who need our kind acts,
i The poor aro at our doors, they meet
“us ou the streets, wo find them in their
' cold and cheerless bovels which do not
keep out the inclemency of the winter,
. and our Rlessed Lord, whoso whole lite
" was devoted to doing good, Himself be-
gins hife by being born, not in a com-
- fortable mausion, such as lis quality
, A8 tho lincal descendant of royal David
* would entitle Him to, but in a stable or
cave, which was us.d as a sheltor for
,Animals.  This was to teach us to be
compassionate tojthe poort: and Hetells
' us that It is for the same reason, to cul-
“tivate our compassion, that the poor
are alwavs with us: and if wo shew
merey to others, God will likewise
show merey to us.
The gentle dcodl'lzlf't!:’l‘::‘t_‘\: (gr;fl'i’;:;d{lone
FRe ey 13 Bl o0 s Uiaer.

Who dally ovwn the bounty of thy hand.
Shautgry o heaven and bring a blesstng on
ce.

1t is boautifully said by Shakos
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I * The quallty of mercy 12 not atrained :
13 droppelb, as :be gently rain from heaven

only to support them. or at least to aid
iin their support, during life, but also
"to - dopt such measures as will provide
/& means of support for them when they
.themselves shall bo taken away by
, death.

This provision may be made other-
! wise than by bocoming members of the
C. M. B. A, It may be made by econ-
,omically laying up a sufliciency of
property to securoe for them an inde-

'may be fulfilled in part at least by .

| providing them with an cducation
* which will tit them for making a com-
! fortablc livelihood in after life, and
' perhaps by other methods.  But we do
, unhesitatingly say that fo. Catholic
 men thero is no more certain and ad-
' vantageous & way than membership in
‘our association, to make & gond pro-
visior of 500 or &1.000, or 82,000,
+ which will give a good start in life to
"these dependent upen you, whether
I they are your wives or children, your
brothers or sisters : or it will provide a
securc fund (or tho majntenance of an
aged parent after your death, tho. sore
especially i you are his or her only
support.

Even it a fair provision has been
otherwiso made for tho ¢rse we here
speak of, it wilt bo wiso for our fellow-
Cathoiic men to make the provision

have paid & much smaller sum than
that which ko has provided for by his
“wise precaution.
According to the best statictical
tables, a young man cf 25 vears of age
- has a reasonable average expectation
of 38} years morcorlife. If at his age 4
he would pay &1.75 monthly as his ex- :
pense of membership, his total of pay- |
.ments for 3s% years would amount to |
only $505350; yet this outlay would |

fof §2,000 if he died after the lapse of
-that time. '
But might he not invest bis money :
in & savings bank or in somo other 4
safe securitv #  Yes, but it would bo
_diflicult to find any safe (investment
' which would even at compound inter- .
cst increaso his money to such an ;
- extent thatit wouldamount te §2,000in
.the time we have meutioned, aud if §
such were found, the amount would
‘not be available if death came in at |
any cearlier moment. g
N> haudsomer Christmas gift conld §
be given to those for whom you have §
affection than & €. M. B, A. jnsurance !
policy, and it would certainly mako .
i the Christmas tho more happy, both
 for yourselt and for thosc to whom the :
i gift would be given. !
t Down to tho present dato the C. M.
iB. A. bhas pald to beneficiaries in

afforded by membership in the C. M. | Canada £583,000, :
B.A. We know how fragile arsall| It may be understood from this]

pendenco afier your death. The duty | MW t0 bis heirs the handsome sum g



