
CHURCU ARCHITECTURE.

luIn g in NvIichi tlinois e.xist onlv bv' virtue of their

power to-a(la1t tlicemsel\'es to modern needs, \\C mliglit natur-

al ex-ýpect soine (leparture fromn the eclesiastical arcliitectture
of the past. Mhe change has bcen so ra(dical, liowever, that

W'e \V.l question wlhethcr, in this mnatier, w'e arc not sacrificing

too inuchi to titililyv. The rcality of religion is not, of course,
to be fouind ini outwar1 forms, whcether of cereionial or of or-

rnaîent, but in the spirit. At the saine limie, the muiier lie

imust 1e emibodied in somie outward formn, and it cannot bc a

minater of indifference t0 us as to Nvhat that forin shah bc.
RelIigioni appeals, not cithcer to faithi, or 10 reason, or to thc(

affections, but to ail thcsc conmbiined, togethier w'ith ail cisu,

whlîi niakes up the life of mn.i These former, indeed, -are

the foundation and the strengtli of it, but they arc not the whiole.

Thev should be cultîvated andl leautified 1)% ail thiat appeals

to the finer sensibilities. Art at its best li-as draw'n.i ils inspira-

tion fromn intense religyions feeling, and ve dIo xvrong 10 reject

thec service it niax render. It is truc thiat a love of whiat is

beautiful i formi andl colox- in chutrchi (ecoration and archiitec-

ture iiay l)e carricd to0 far, aind the non-essential thus press

too close uipon the vital. But this can onîx' happen froîîî an

abuse of taste and refineinent, thiat is in a (listurbaniice of the

geî'cral hiarmionv whIich exists.

M, e nccd scarcelv sav that mvbatcver beautifies a thing. Nvith-
out impaîrmng its iutility, mnust a(ld to its value. The general

statement is ah once adniiitted. But -lieni we apply this to
cli urclh buildings or services, sonie xnay îîot be so ready to

admit its truhtli, anid yet thec prînciple is thec saine. Iii tiiese

there should 1e solemniiitv, clignitv, grace and beauty. Whiere


