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înîirlîîg thie Inîuls of rivers, aifler wlîlclî
tlîcy tire ilot look.d laftter iiitil the Cotin-
try Is oîîe miore dclg<1 by the break-
ling of dykes. he %vorst pIîîîse of 1111
tliis stzngnlatioiî 15 tîxat the,> people> lhave
îecoiie sat-islie.d wvlt1 IL Tlîey lire piur-

iiosely îiîrgesic iid vaiîly tluk
iii:tteis aîre -ill riglit. Thei l)resciit war
litis mîade aI revelatioiî ot thîe iiîlierelit

1Laiesof Chinîa, ,ueli lis iiiily W<1î
niake lier b(-t frieiids despair of lier
future iîîîless radill ahîgs :re

brouglît ablouit ver3* sp>e<iily. Never Ini
:Uie -%orl(V*s lilstory %vas a great couintry
1:îld low aund lielî)iess Ili sueli IL short
tUie. 'Tli. (lese have made(1 a total
,coll:îpse. The reat menx seeîî to haive
lost mud aind lîeart ail at ouce. anîd to
liave gjveîî iii) lfl (IQspi)fh. Ilid Cixilia
but adopted Ille wliyS anid weaplOUS of
more advanîced nations, ais lier ciever
rival did, tliere -%vould have becil a
differeîît storyv 10 wr-ite now. As I
write, sodesare on tlîeir way to Tient-
-glu, %vlio were suninioiîed four nioitlis
aîgo. Thîey p)issed(I y belre a fe'v daYs
i O. col ýaxd lîuiigry, lind Nvill miot bc

vevformnidable wvlîcî tbey re:xcl Tient-
sin. eveix if their services are -%vaiuted.
If tiiere lhad beeil decclit moais, if the
ean-al were kept !iidec repair. if
Iliere id l>cen a raîilro:id to tihe ert
of the country, ail thmese nîfi-lit ha.ve
licou at tic seat of -%var in :. few dlaYs.
'Ille sons of Hamu are l)roud. l)rejuidiedt
miid patriotie. rz-itrlotisi tha-t shahl lead
t i-an, readily aud bravely anti througli

love, 1» serv-e thic counîtry, is illiknoWn,
or if it doeS ex!;st, it is so rare finit Uie
zibove staternent is pr.,irtie.ahly trc. The
pecople lIere laui at the cahlîities that
!lave befllleli ilieir counîtry, and tbeY

<.xevery little so long as tbiey -trc ef t
îînmhesed. Tley mnock thle soldi#2rs

for tbeir foollx:rdiuess In risking their
lîeads in a losing cause. The3y evadcd
the :recent p)roscription by adoptin- flic
-extra sous into othier famnilies wlîere
thiere wverc no sons. Trixly the condlition
of Chinfl, froni wvbatver point of viewv.
is unspeakrably sad. The bliglit of dcatlî

rests 111)0111ai lier lInstituitionls. £h.ie
whOle lie.ad Is sieli, the wliole iîeart
faimît. 'l'lie nation lis IL body poliUe
vouIld veiy $0oon perlsIi If IL more rigor-

us ule wvere re4îidy to pouice uipon it
aIid iudert.lke to set i1i) ILt liew goverfl-
mntlî Probably lapiaii wiill nlot w~alit to
have anlythinig to do wviUi tiî:t, yct sure-
ly he presemît sùi1tus qjuo wviil îlot bo of
long duraitioii. The goldj iii the Çliiiese
systenîis xvais lot productive, its force vais
exi)eiided aiges go, aîiid tiiere is 110w
iluileraitively iîccded a îier tlîat shiah
lput sticli life iiîto the faiuting hc:îrt of
the iatioli as shahl Inake the uitîiost
bomii(s of the emlpire feel the tiîrob of
aL îiw life, andîu tlici >hll tlicre bc solid,
satisfactory progress, but îlot ùIl tiieu.
Alas for the Clîinese ! Betweiî perty
anud social aid political evil thîcir lot Is
a liard, liard oile. Thiose wvho haive
neyer becu iliato ail ordiiiary Chinese

aweimm,:nd Whbo do not knlow lovi
tlic. live, clin have no adequîate Coneep-
flon of their destitution. 'ilzliy of tiieni
get aioîg with oîîe ncal aL day, aid that
of a vcry I>oor qualit3-. Tbey have very
littie lire Iii their biouses, amnd tliose nlot
well clad mîust suifer tcrribly. 1h. is per-
fcctly certain that there Is 110 such
'gcnler:îl poverty ini any Christin land.
M~'ille China lias been sleeping.- for ages

a I slei-p of deafli, otiier nations hatve
wakeîîcd u11 to uiewîess of lire. They
bave advaiiced apace. Tlîeir progress Is
:ustouudimg. As we flîink of the iii-
proveineiîts made in ail departnIeuts of
life !i Britain duî-ing Uic theast century,
ive get bew'ildered, lwd stil the work of
iiProveineîit gOes on. The condition of
the pleople lias been vastly neliorated.
The Britisli peas.«uit is îîot tîxe hîelpless,
hIOp)CIeSS clîild of falte thiat bis dusky
lirother in Uhc 'Middle Kingdom is. Ele
takhes an active interest in the affairs of
Cliurch and State, realizing tlîat botb
hlave an intirnate bearing upon lus wvel-
fare. He bas liope ii Uic future, even
if the present bc a ie of grea-t dis-
tress. On flie otiier biand. Uic Chinîa-
miai lias scamrcely any hope cither for


