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grifts God is willingr to bestow; in sueli ignorzance it is butter net to
pray." Whien the worlid by wisdloii knows not the truthi, Hie reveals
it Vo themn by fis word. lie poiiits themn Vo a pathi by wlichl fis
wviI1 shall be perfornîed, and yet the desires of fis people shall be
fulfilled.

Our text contains a statement of the case. In this passage Paul
admits ou~r inabllity to, pray arig,çht. He frankly says, IlWe do noV
know wvhat we sliould pray for as we, oughlt." WVhat then ? Does
Il(e conclude thiat we oughit not Vo pray ? Not at al,. le is the apos le
who bids us «"pra-y without ccasing," and who exhorts us Vo, 'ie
careful for nothiing; but in everythiug by prayer and supplication
wvith thanksgivingr let our requests be mnade known unto God, andi
promises that "the peace of God, whichl passeth ail1 understaindiing,,
shiail keep our hearts; and iiiinds throughrl Christ Jesus."' fow duces
lie solve, the difficulty ? In this way. fie says thiat God assists us
in our need, and teaclies us lhow w%,e nmay corne with confidence andl
acceptance Vo fis throne in praiyer. "The Spirit hielpeth our mufr-
nîlities." Thiat hioly guide and coinforter, whioin the Saviour promiiscd
lis disciples fie wvould send Vo, abide with thein and Vo, lead thin
inVo ail truth, cone-s Vo, us, nioves our liearts, turns our desires to
the tiug" that, He approves, iniiets our wills into, subuiissioii andl
a.greement with lUis owni, and so bringsý us Vo, ask froni God whvlat,
fie desires Vo iipart The sovereigu aud the suppliant are lu har-
îniony. God upon fis Vhrone and inan upon fis knees are now at
one. The breacli is healed. the stumibliig loc is taken awaNv.
49The Spirit inaketh intercession for the s-aints according Vo, the will
of Goi»This certaiiuly pre-sents Vo, us truc, prayer. Humble andi
importunate, on carth, acceptable and prevalent lu fleaven. IV rc
ininds us of a couplet in eue of our old hiynms-

"Prav'cr is thie breath of Godl in ni,
Rettiriing %vlienoe it ca-me."1

and of still aniotiier in the saine hiyin-
«%When Ged inclines the heart te pray,
Heelias anl ear te hiear.11

Soîne of t'he hymns we sing are neither beautiful ln thieir poetry
nor sound in their tllcology, but t1hs 15 both. IV is not truc thiat ien
iiiay pray of their own fancey or (lesire!1 that, they inay ask Ood for
zwything they wvant, auid get whatever they inay ask. Sucli
power would contradiet, the goverrnnent of God, and would deliver


