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HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812,

achicvements of the day, the afternoon oc-

currences are thus disposed of: “ our men
though outfanked and almost surrounded,
fought for an hour and a half more; when,
worn down with cleven hours exertion, they
retreated without the loss of a man, to the
margin of the river, but to their extreme
mortification, not a boat was there to reccive
them.” Such gallantry deserved a better
fate, for after waiting in ** this painful situation
for over a quarter of an hour, this GALLANT
little band surrendered to five times their
number.” Ou page 141 we find that * the
position opposite Queenston is Black Rock !”
Enough, however, on this subject, although it
might have been expected that a paper,
almost bearing an official character, would
have scarcely dared to give publicity to such
ridiculous statements : statements which only
gerve to show how strenuons were the cfforts
made to prevent the refusal of the Militia to
cross at Lewiston, appearing in its true light,
viz. as a proofthat the war was an unpopular
-one.

We contend that the conduct of the greater
part of the American
Militia on this occasion
may be fairly adduced
as an additonal proof
that the war was far from being as popular as
one party in Congress would fain have repre-
sented it. Tt is notorious that many of the
Pennsylvania Militia refused to cross into
©anada, while others returned, after having
crossed the line, on constitutional pretexts,
An attempt has been made to excuse this, and
the crgument has been brought forward that
the English Militia are not transported over
gea to Hanover, and that the French National
QGuards and the German Landwehr arc troops
appropriated to service within the country;
but on the otherhand it should be borne inmind
that there are standing armies in these coun-
tries, and that there is none, or next to none,

Refusal of the Militia
80 cross the Nigara
River, another proof
ghat the war wiis not as
popular as represented.

in America, and that this doctrine is tanta-
mount to a virtual renouncing of all offensive
operationsin war, by that country where there
§s biat a regular standing force equal to
garrison  duties, and destroys at once all

anilitary operations.

The truth is, and American writers may
“blink it or explain it as they please, that the

refusal to cross the border, on the plea of its
being unconstitutional, was one of the factious
dogmas of the war, preachied by the disaffected
of Massachusetts, who imagined, doubtless,
that the doctrine might be very convenient
in the event of war in that region.

The Kentuckians marched anywhere, they
had no scruples; why? Becausc the war was
popular with them, and they laughed at the
idea that it was unconstitutional to cross a
river or an ideal frontier, in the service of their
country.

Three or four days after the batile, General
Van Ranselaer, disgusted
with the conduct of the
Militia, and, as he ex-
pressed it, with “ being compelled to witness
thesacrifice of victory, so gallantly won, on the
shrine of doubt,” received permission from
General Dearborn to retire, and the command
of the central or Niagara army devolved on
Brigadier General Smyth, ar officer from
whose patriotic and professional pretensions,
the multitude had drawn many favorable con-
clusions, “Nor was,” says General Armstrong,
“theestimate made of hismilitary character by
the Government, more correct, as it took for
granted, a temperament, bold, ardent and
enterprising, and requiring only restriction to
render it useful.,”  In the orders given for the
regulation of his conduct, he was accordingly
forbidden most emphatically by the minister
at war, “to make any new attempt at inva-
sion with a force less than three thousand
combatants, or with means of transportation
(across the Niagara) insufficient to carry
over simultaneously the whole of that num-
ber.”

Resignation of Gene-
ral Vau Ranselaer, and
appomtment of General
Smyth. .

Ingersol, in his noticesof the war, observes,
“General Smyth closed the campaign of 1812,
in that quarter, by a faiture much ridiculed,
and yet vindicated, at all events a miserable
abortion, which, in November, instcad of
atoning for, much increased, our discredit of
October.” Before, however, centering on the
subject of the invasion of Canada by General
Smyth, we must not omit two events which,
though not of importance, yet should not be
cntirely lost sight of, as one especially was
made the subject of much boasting on the
part of the Amecricans,




