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7-A recent issue of the Il Nev' Eng-
land Magazine» contains a paper by S.
A. Link wilîi inparts muchi information
concerning the literature produced ini the
Southierii States in general, and touching
the leading, pic.aeer writers of tJat locality
in particular. \Ve are remiinded by the
writer at the beginning that tie press
temns to-day witli books and articles from
Southern pens, and every m-ontiî produces
its new Southern author. lndeed, suchi
is the fact. Our essayist does not sa), so,
but it reaily seems as if the Souti lias
coniquered the North iii every departmient
of litcrary invention. Nor is the victory,
surprising if we but rccollect that the North-
ern intellect is becoming as arid and ster-
ile as tlie New Eng land farms %vhence the
people are flying in hundreds The
miovemnent whichi lias led to the intelîc-
tmai suprenmacy of the South, dates subse-
(itent to the great war of the Southern
Rebellion, which, %vith the best blood of
Anierica, erased from the proud escut-
cheon of the Southi the foui fflot of slav-
ery. Before that event, the South pro-
duced statesnian and soldiers whose geni-
us it were impjossible to overlook. Somie
good things iii a siaîl way were written
also, but generally literature had to -ive
way to politics and the persuits of active
life. liqorezce Ma~ne, by l>lili1, Pendle-
ton Cooke, and il.iy Love is Li&e a il-
mer Ptose, are repectable iner p~oens.
Geo,,ria Se-cnes, by Judge Long strect, was
thc prccursor of the diailectic %'riting of
our day, and as lic wvas the originator of a
method of expression in whiich tie editor
of tiiose Notes lias found littie to admire
and lcss to comniend, the good j udge may
be dismissed with the wishi that lie hiad
either flot nicddled witi literatuire at ail,
even tlîougli wve werc to lose ail lie lias
produccd, or made his personages use
correct gramimar and polite language.
But Judge Longstreet, very probably, did
flot foresee that tlîe few pebbles which lie

flting would cauise the Great Geyser of
Anierican authorshl to cast up a inixed
streamn of vulgarity, bad graniniar and out-
landisli )rtlioglra-.i)li),.

'l'le war brouglit out many good sing-
ers. ilal-j-iznd ! 3,1y M-'ad'by
Randaîl ; H-enry Timrod's A Ciry Io
A.lnis; Ticknor's ZX',e Vigzaso/ Th/e
J'ai1/e-, arc cxamples wlîîch, niost will re-
c:il and F.-tlier Rvan sung the wous of
the people, and lus C<mqîrered I3tzinner
swept like a w~ail over the Soutiiern land.
Our iiaga-,ziniist might have added that
Father Ryan wvas endowed with nmore of
the Il sarred flaine " tliai any other writer
of v'erse produced by Amierica ; Long-
fellowv, Whlittier and Lowell not excepted.

Just after the wvar, J. W. DIavidson
called the roll of Southern writers, and
24 1 answered ,of these i 12 were poets.

Wars)oduce pocts iii a ratio apparently
corresj)onding with the extinction. of
other luminaries. How nîuchi of this
Southern writing w~as îîurely ephleieral is
bcst ascertaincd by comparing M-ýr. D)a-
vidson's list ivitli the annais of a current
history of Amierican literature.

.l3ui' wh'ile miany persons publishied
books, and sonie of tiiese, like the %vorks
of Caroline Lee 1-ent;, circulatcd widely,
tic nuniber of jersons who took litera-
turc pure and simple as a life work could
bu counted on tlîe fingers of one lîand;
wliicb abstention indicates, if it does flot
prove, thiat literature was flot then a py
in- occupation. Th'le novel wvas at that
pcriod only becoming the moutlipiece of
the Englishi-speaking, world-wide race.
Thie new novel nlow is souglit more eager-
ly and devoured nmore greedily tlian the
New Testament. Of dead Southern writ-
ers wlio lived by and for literature, wheiî
wve have namned Edgar Allen Poe, \Vil-
lianii Gilmore Simmns, Jolin Esten Cooke,
Poul H-amilton Hayne, and Sidney La-
nier we nmust stop-and sonie of tliese,
at tines, turned aside to profaner things.


