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OH& CILDUES. :-Before this wveelz'.c

mail closes, I want, to tell you abou t
apienie that sorne of the littie boys

and girls out bore iii Ujjain enjoyed
on the day after Christmas. I thiuk you al
know% what fun a pienie briugs iu Canada, and
wheu you herir about our picule, you wvill sec
that wve had a good timne.

We had asked the Christians ivhat they
would like, to do for Christmas, and lef t it for
themn to decide, whether they would corne te
our bungalow for dinnier, or have a picnic,
and they ail deeided that they wouid rather
have a picnic.

Ail the boys and girls were very happy
whcn they kcnew about it, and were ail wvasled
and dressed brighit and early in the inorning,
and at about nine o'clock wcrit out about a
mnile out of the city te a pretty grove that one
of the merchants has fitted up. Tliere was a
house wvhere the dinner -svas cookced, and
overythîng wvas very convenient.

At eleven o'clock,, we missiorraries, ilve in
ail, as M~r. and Mrs. Ledingham, wvio, you
renlernier, camne out te India this last year,
were spending the biolidays wvitli us, started
for the pienie ground.

We ladies -%vent in ail ox-cart. 1 tiakl I
heur yeu laugli, but these oxen eail trot quite
fast, and mnake a very good team. The gen-
tlemen wvere iii a two-whicelcd cart <lrawn by
a. very bad-temnpered littie Indian poun'.

WVhen we rcached the grov'e, the Chrîstians
were ail there and wvelconîed us with repeated
saiaams. The dinnier wvas %vell under way,
butw~hile the finish ing touches were being
put on, we hung a swing for the boys and
girls, and tried te teacli themr te play " drop
the handkzerehiief." They thoughit this ivas
groat fun and led us a good ehase, for these
boys and girls eau mun very fast, as they are
net bothered witli shees or stockings nor very
mnuch elothing.

Aftcr this they stood iu a row, gradcd ac-
cording te, their hieighit, the wee-est eue of ail,
holding tight to Mr. Jarniesou's hand, reacli-

ing only te his kce. Tien they ail sang te-
gether somne of the pretty Hindi hiyrns se -
nicely, aud the eider eues rcpeated the ton
commandruents, mnimy of themn the Lord's.
Prayer, and even the snliest srîid: " Suirer-
littie chidrenl te corne unto ine."

It wnas very teuching te hear thein, dear-
littie folkcs that thecy arc, and it showed that
their fathers aud inothers wvere teaching.
them rit home. Tiiere- w'%cre about sixtecut
boys and girls lu ail, and ne eue of thern wvas
over twclve years of ago, and several only two,
or three years old.

Seen the white cloth was spread eut on the
grass, aud we wvcre ail seated around the
triblecloth. Notlring wvas Le be seen toecat,
but -%vc knew, by the faces of the boys and
girls, that, soectbing Nvas eomiug.

Wheu ail wvas quiet, -%vc sang a blessing ii
Hindi, and thon Mr. Ledinghain asked i-
blessing iu Englishi, -vhicli a uuber of the
Christians could uudcrstaud.

Theu came great seup-plates full of " curry
andrne." You ail kuowlhewrinetristes, but
net mnauy ef yeu kuew lhow very hot " curry"y
is, nor how it makes one's mnoutli burn, whoe
is net used te cating it.

0f course thiey scrved us flrst, but wc just
alvaited a bit te sec if 'vo eould (irid eut lrewv
toecat qi.ite propei y wvith our fingers.

But did the boys arrd girls wait; a bit? W o,
indeedi They nmade awvay witli great quanti-
tics of curry and ine, and seed te enjoy
evory mnouthful that they earricd te their
mnoutbs se, doxtcreusiywith thieir little brown
flugers. It was just astoulishing how rnucii
one simali boy's stexnaehi could liolti.

They were tee busy te sec how very awvk.
ward 'vo -vere. It lookzet easy cnoughi whien
we saw them- cating, autd wc thoughit toecat.
lu a mest proper style, but somehow, the ker-
nels of rie -%vould go auywhcre but iute our-
meutlis, aud we couldn't lielp laughing rit

eaeh othor.
This first dish tasted vcry geod, rit lorot, the

nie aud a ve-j littlc curry. But tho next
course was rie made up witlh raisins and
spîco, gliee (a clarifleti butter), and some sort,
of sugar. It was very, vcry swveet, and soma
of us ceuld net cab miucli of iL
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