which glistens in the sunfight on the Ginished statue,
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THE MOUNT ALLISON ACADEMIC GAZETTE.

Dicesnrn

the realitics of time, his reaenn finda stability, eatisfaction and rest, only in 1 habita of a remote and comparatively rude republie, rebuke our selfish in.

communion stith the Bternal,
“ Al dechire

Por what the Bternal Maker, hos ondained
The powesa of man, we feel witlun ourselses
His cneegy divine, e tolla the heant
He meant, He made nz to beliold and love
W hat hie bebolds and loves, the geuenil orb
Of hfe aned heang 3 to be geeat hke Hime—
Benelicent and actnve.”

Sclfishners is onc of the greatest impedimente to porsonal and saocial im-
provement,  lte history, coevat seith the history of the Wk, would form
one of its darkest pages; like o univereal malady, it has visited ail coune
tries, and every tribe and tongue have furashed abundant professors of this
vice.  Undor ite deadly jnfluence science languishes, atte decsy, and pro-
grees is a wonl without meaning. Coulld wo imagine a worly peopled by
intetligent beings, entirely divested of sellishness—benge purely beneficent,
it would, in all that tnakes hife destrable,—that constitutea existence a
blessing—in all that is amchorating and ennobling,—le so catirely dirsinie
Iar to our vwn, that to thoee who had mingled with the hoarding crowids
which this world presentg, it would be tealy a Parudisc,

It woutd not bo difficult to prove that ignorance of nature nnd of Gai,
and of the wants and relations of man, has been the great fosterer of thie
unlovely and destructive principle; and the just inference from such a
premise would be,—that thr enlargement of the intellect by a proper cdu-
cation, would have a powertul inflocnce in extirpating this evil,

Apart framn the direct influences of religion, we nowhere behold moare
noble instances of & lolly and e ifeacrificing disinterestednicss than among
thoso who have cajoyed most extenmvely tho bicnefits of a thorough ntel-
lectual training. The mero knowledge which education unparts of tho
capacities of tho mind for enjoyment, is ofataelf & powerful mcenuive to do
"woold.  Tho question will naturally ariso in the reflective mind, Why were
theso capacitics given ! Why so universally imparted?  We find them
in all grades of saciety—the heggar—the auteast—the profane and vulgar
are undoubtedly as susceptible of enjuyinent—rsefined and exalicd cnjuy-
inent—as the rough tarblo in the quarey is capable of the exquisito polish
Why is the material
world, the carthly dwelling place of man, so «richly coloured with the
hues of all glorious things 1" Why the adaptation of external nature to
the being who muakes s temporary resudence here?  \Why 1s the eyo
pleised with the cheerful and ever var ng colours of the terrestral land.
scapo? the car thrilled with the musir echoing from a thousand stringa 1
thoe olfactory nerve regaled with the fragrance borno on the evening breezo
‘I'hese and many other such yuestions force theimeclves upan the apeting
wind of the s.adent, and it were presunnng on 8 moral imposmbility, that
an cducated man coulid find himself n stote, or be inditfurent to the claims
of others, amid such otfecting displays of wfinite goodness,

The man who finds himself placeld annd such scenes,invested with such
attributes, and furnishied with such instrumentahittes as a hiberal education
supply, may well ask. « who is suflicient for these things?”  Yet a vigor-
ous and courageous mind will not shauk from the work,  All may not be
public benefactors, but cach. in his sphere of duty, may and should bo, a
eentre of intelligence and uscfulness.  The nggregate of human happiness
is made up, not so much of great decds of philanthropy, as by the peren-
nial acts of social fife.

«It is a little thing
To give a cup of water, yet its draught
Of cvol refreshment, deatned by fevered lips,
May send a shock of pleasure to the soul,
More exquisite than when nectarious juice
Renews the life of joy in happicst hou,”

Man is formed for socicty; or in the language of philosophy he is a
social being. ‘This law of our nature is founded upon our mutual de-
pendence, and thus the well-being of society is promoted in proportion as
the obligativns and duties of this law are observed.
the safety of the horde subsists in the acknowledgement of this principlo;
and the motto of a more enlightencd age is founid equally applicable to all
stages of civilization, » United we stand, divided wo fall.” Nor is the
happiness of man less dependent upon the social state, consequently a
due recognition of its obligations becomes an imperative duty.  The cdu-
cated man who launches forth into hic merely to advance his own inter-
ests, to push his own claims, and to gratify his own sclfisiiness, is but little
more than a polished savage; and Jdid all socicty act upon the same prin.
ciple, every man’s hand would be tucned against his brother.

‘The glory of a heathen State was, that+ Sparta was one family. The
present generation should be very jealous, lest the fraternal and social

Amid savage tribes, '

difference.  ‘The muet cursory obectver behiolda sufficiemt atound him to
arouse hie pity § ignorance throws ate hicavy pall over the Inrge mnjosity,
and ita attendant mieeries are cxperienced to an extent sufficient to Jraw
ot the sympetlites of thoen seha liave the meane of relicving them.  The
artizan plods 1n tho dark for want of the light an educated man could
caaly rupply,  Tho mechane Blumless over e clumisy wark unable to
dircover hin own errurs, “Fhe huebandinan, ignorant of the wondrovs forees
which surround him, and the elomenta of jreductivencea with which the
air and the carth teem, which wait only the bid of enlightencd culture to
make the meadowee bloom aml the aie redolent—fur the want of a little
knowliedge, 1a not uufeequently found apponnyg usture.

e thero not eeason to believe that were serentific knowledge upiversally
diflused among the warking clasees, every depatiment of the useful arta
would proceed with o eapid progeess to pesfection, and new asta, and ine
ventions hitherto unkuown, would bo introducad to increasn the enjoy-
ments of domestic society, and to emibellish the faco of natute.  Almost
overy now discovery in nature laya tho foundation of & new arts 1t is by
seinng on theee discorenes, and cmploying them in subserviency to hie
desigus, that ateam, galvamem, the atmoephenic pressure, osygen, hydrogen
amd other natural agents, formetly unnoticed or unknown, have cnabied
man to petlocns achicvements, which the whole vunted foree of mere ame
nial strength could never havo accomplished.  And who shall dure to set
bonndarics to the range of scicntific discoverics or 10 say that principles
and powers of a still iore wondetful and encrgetic natute shafl not Lo dis-
covered in the natuead world calculated to perform achievements aull moro
stnking and magmticent.  Much has of late been performed by the applic
cation of the combined mechanical and chemical powers, but much murte
wo anay confidently expeet will be accomplished in generations yoi to
come, when tho physical unverse shall bo more oxtensively explored, and
tho gates of tho temple of knowledge thrown open to all. Futre Walt's,
Davy's, Arkwright's, and Eticeson's will doubtless arige, with minds stsil
more brilliantly illumined by acience, andd the splendid inventions of the
preseat nge b far surpassed in the future unzacles of nechame power.
But in order to this wished for cousumtuation it is requisite that the mass
of mankind he araused from their slumbers, that knowledge bo universally
diffueed, and the light of education shed ita influcnce on men of every na-
tion, profession and rank.  Butif through apathiy or avarice, of indulgence
in scnsual propensitics, we refuse to lend our hielping hand to this object,
rocicty may yet relapse into tho dackness swhich enveloped the human ind
during tho midile ages, and the noble inventions of the past and present
age. like the stately monumenta of Grecian and Roman art, be lost amid
the mista of ignorance, or blended with the ruins of Empires.

Another sourco of obligation atiecs from our indebtedncss toour parents
and brnefactore,  « A" rays Hotace Mann, « have denised benefits from
their ancestors, and all are boumd, as by an oath, to transaut thoso benefits
even in an improved condition, to posterity.  We may as well atteinpt to
ercape from our own pereonal identity, as to shake ofl” the theeefold tela-
tion we bear to others,  Tho relation of an assaciate with our contempo-
tarica; of a beneficiary of our ancestors; and of a guardian of those who
in the order of providence are to succeed ua”  ‘I'hat exact tescher of ethics,
Wayland, says—« As wo oursclves owe our intellectual happiness to tho
benevulence, cither near or remote, of others, it would seem that an obli-
gation was imposcd upon us to manifest our gratitude by extending the
blessinge which we enjoy to those who aro destitute of them. We frc-
quently cannot requite our actual benefactors, but we may always benefit
others, less happy than oursclves; and thus, in a2 more valuable manner
promate the welfare of the whole race to which we belong.”

lnstitutions of learning have been crected and furnished at considerable
expense and sacrifice; the munificence of individuals in some cases, and
in others the gifts and oflerings of the many, have furnished succeeding
gencrations with tho mcans of obtaining o liberal educstion, In many in-
stances great sacrifices have been made to establish seminaries or schools,
the want of which thesc worthy persons hiave themselves deplored. Many
a youth is maintaincd during his Academic or Collegiate course, by means
carcfully hoarded from a small income. Whilo the son is sitting ot the
feet of Gamaliel, the mother plies the busy wheel, and the sister dutifally
performs the office of housemaid, to husband the necessary expenses of his
education. Would it, we ask, bo consistent in us 1o reap the benefit of
their sacrifices and labours without endeavouring to render back to socicty
the debt of gratitude we owe to the memory and acts of our benevolent
forefathers, If a rising colony perpetuates the memory of its founders by
monuments and pillars, surcly the educated of our own day, animated by a
purer and nobler gratitude, should, by lives of usefulness, honour the mo-
mory and henevolenco of their predecessors.

Sume of you are probably entering the arena of active life. In a short
timo you will act for yourselves, vour own judgment may possibly be to
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