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We presunie most of our readers have read
the delate before the Board of Trade, on the
resolution in favor of protection to manufac-
turers, introduccd by Mr, White, of Montreal.
The effect of the adoption of such a policy by
the governmment, as that recommended by the
Board of Trade would, we Lelieve, be ruinous
to thiscountry. The only pretext for moot-
ing the subject of pratection now is, that dur-
ing thelrecent panic inthe United States, a
large amount of ‘wooden goods was seut into
Cunada, to be sold at a sacrafice by thie United
States manufactunrs, Sucl a circumstance
which is merely & common incident of trade,
the cffect of over production on *he partof the
foreign manufacturers, is seized upon by the
advocates of protection, as an argument in
favor of their pet theory, Jtis said thatone
Canadian  woulen manufucturer hias alveady
removed his factory to the United States,
and of course a universy! howl goes up from
tlie protectionist newspapers, againgt 3 tariff
which permits such an occnrrence o take
pace.  Labor is companatively chicap in Cana-
da, and the maw material which enters into
waolen fabries is produced in the country,
and if with such advantages, and the protec-
tic 1 whiclt & 15 per cent tariff 2Tonls, weare
unable 1o compete with the woolen manufac-
turers of the United States, the sooner our
people turn their attention to other Lranches
of business the better.  But. we do not believe
our woolen manufacturers are unable to com-
yete with these of the United States A few
of them who desive to get rich at theexpense
of the public, may find it to their interest to
make it appear 30, but the public know betier-
The cry for & protection Wariff from the woolen
manufacturers was re~cchoed by the represen-
tatives of nuwerous others interests. Theinm
manufacturcrs wanled protection, godid the
millery, and a tariff of d0ccntzn bamed was
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depunded on flours Of course the poliey of
protection beingonee wdopted, it= development
woull be practically untimited.  One brunch
of industry has as much right to the benetit of
o protective tariff as another, mndic all are
protectend, the cost of living, the price of labor
and all other things must rise.in propaortion,
the cost of manufacturing all agticles will
likewise inerease, and in the and the very oh-
jeet fur which the protective tarifTis fimposed
will be defented. Thisis the way protective
trifls have always operstteld, and no hetter
example of their evil eifects can be cited than
that which the United States affords, We
look on this matter patvely from 2 commanercial
paint of view, without refervnce to it politieal
bearings, and we live no hesitation in- saying
that a proteetive tarifll woukl be rainons to
Canada, The United States conld never endure
their present tariff, bt for the faet that their
territory is so lavge, and its products so varied,
that the free trade which exists hetween all
the States in some measure nakes amends for
the evil effeets of the protective tariff which
cripples foreign conntieree. Yet there are ox-
treme protectionists who would if they could
compass it, do away with the free trde which
exists hetween the various States,  Sometime
ago the workmen of New York engaged in a
certain branch of wooden manufacture, com-
pained of it as an intolerable grievance that
they were undersold by parties in Maine, who
sent goods (o New York from Portland.  They
wantad the importation of the Maine wooden
ware prolibited, and there was some reason
in the suggestion, forif protection iz a good
thing for a country like the United States, it
must be good thing for cach sepenate State,
and au particularly good thing for New  York,
But wha iu view of the crippled conmenceand
wtined shipping of the United States can say
that 2 protective tariff has been smything hat
a curse to that country ?  If we desire tosee
our conumerce and shipping ruined, we may
follow their example, but ay such, a result is
rery undesitable, we trust that Parliament
will pay no attention to the foolish ncommen
dation of the Dominion Boand of Trule. We
may state for the credit of St Jolw, tha alt
our representatives at Ottawa voted sgmiist
Mr. Whitc's tariff resolution.

Tariff Questions in Australia,

Tire Austmlian Colottics are just now wark-
ing out for themselves a few problems of po-
litical cconomy, which will he of intcrest to
the whole civilized workl. For a long time
they have been ficree  profectionists, sl not
content with imposing datics of Mper cont_
alvalomm, and upwanls, on European ggods,
they placed similar dutics on the goods im-
potted frons cach otlier, thus carrying ont the
theory «  its winost extont. No donht their
lagizlators thought that if it was & gomd thing
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to he protected against the pagper fbor of
BEurepe, it ix equally ax gowmt for Vietorit to be
protected against New South Wales, Tastunia,
New Zealwmd, West lustinlia, wild ol the
other Australian colopies. The lirst of e
colonies toece the absurdity of this huilding
of trade, bavriershetween sister proyinces, has
been New Sonth Wales, which.to the great
diggust of its next neighbor, Victoria, has
suddenly abolished its import dutices on all
articles, except such as are subject to an ju-
land revenue tan, thns adopting the prnc-
ples of free trwde pure and simple.  This of
counse puts New Sourth Walesat onee abead in
the mee for prosperouss domestic industries,
and wide spread commercial comeetions, 1t
strikesa very heavy if not fatul Dlowat the large
export trude of Victorin to New South Wales,
“Tan considernble extent the port of Melbourne
hius of Late heen the port for goods consnml
in the southern anl western parts of New
South Wales—that is, those pirtx near the
Murray, and neaver geagraphically ov prieti-
cally to Melbourne than to Syduey.  Theeffect
of the change—making gomls imported ot
Sydney  practically 20 per eent. chicaper than
if imported at Melhourae——will, of cottre, jmt
at end to this provess, will brings a great geain
to New South Wales, and a great losg to Vie-
toria. Under the former system Victoria had
not only thie advantage of alarge tradefor the
apply of New South Wales, but she got 2
considerable portion of her faxation and her
‘Protection’ paid by herneighbor; the 20 per
cent. il Ly the Victoria impotter at Mcel-
bourne was repaid to him in the price he re-
ceivell from the New South Wales purchaser
on the other side of the Mwmay.  As long as
the peaple of New South Wales paid 20 per
cent. at their own port of Sydney the goods
were clicaper {0 & large portion of themon the
Murray than at their own port, though what
they paid above the free-of-duty price on the
Muaray went to the revenue of their neighbuor
and not of themselves. But now if they im-
port at Sydney they get the goods20 per cent.
chenprer than they could even at Melbourne, to
say nothing of the cust of transport to the
Murray, amd they will ccase to pay anything
cither to the revenucor tothe vicious pro-
tective system of Victoria,

The Austmlian colonies ’Rre New countries,
aml of course accending to the theorics mnd
ideas of protectionists reqquire a protective
tariff I this cxperiment of New South
Walessucceed], and whocan doubit that it will,
the result onght forever to shut the amonths
of these who contend for protection,  Theidea
of nwking a nation rich by placing restric-
tiuns on it= copunerce is ag alixuad as to speak
of frecing a ian when loading him_ with
chaing.  Wint cmigrant, whose Teason is not
ahzcured, will o W the othier Austyalian colon-
jes with their high tariffs and prices, while
New South Wales is free from such hurthens ¥
What shall we <ay of those who ave secking to
place such hurthicus on Canada ¥



