ork in the (garden.

The New Sweet Pea Culture.

‘T the approach of springthe atten-
tion of many farmers’ wives and
daugliters and many farmeisthem
selves i3 directed towards the ** beauty
spot” of a farm, Thesueet pea alwuys
hng been and always will bo & favorite
with these who gaiden .moto for enjoy-
ment than for profit, and if thero is
any class of tlowers in which thuae has
m - greater and more astomishing
progress within recent years than in
sweet peas, it has escaped our notice.
The small, insigniticant, modest sweet
pea of former
years, which had
nothingztorecom-
mend 1t but its
fragrance, has,
as 1f by magic,
eyolved into en-
tirely new forms
and shapes of its
flowers, greatly
enlarged tho size,
and dovelo;
vanety and rich-
ness of shades
and colorsalmost
incredible.
Tholist of nam-
ed and well de-
fined varities is
altcady up into
the hundreds.
and tho novelties
of each succeed-
ingscason eclipso
those of tho pre.
ceding. Ong firm
alono introduces
this season seven
centirely new and
striking varieties
most of which are
catalogued by
scedmen generally.  Ono of the most re-
markablo of these novelties is Auroia,
a life-sizo illustration of which is pre-
sented_ herowith,  Its flowers aro of
gigantic size, of rich, salinon pink stripe
on a white ground. The vines are
wigorous in growth and bloom profusely.
ut great and astounding as has been
the evolution of the sweet pea flower,
{from the inlist flonist’s standpont of

THE AURORA SWEET PEA.

all authoritics of high and low degree,
up to ths duto; nud those of us who
followed the advico and yet failed to
secuto success, attributed our faslures to
overy nnuginable cnuso oxcept tho real
one—1too deep Yluntiug. But now hupo
spings up in_the heait of many a dis-
appointed and discouraged flower lover,
when a skillful and experienced specialist
holdly announces: * We must abandon
tho trench method of planting swect
peas. Tho tiench method was used to
secure decp planting, and the substitute
for deep planting s firming the soil
Sco the trenclt method apparently
causes theblight,
Wwo must stop it.
Sweet poas do
best in _a heavy
soil, and you ean
get very nearly
the samo effect, 1l
{;our soil islignt,
¥, firming it.

lunt, 1f possi-
ble, in y our vege-
table garden,
whero tho soil
has been deojr
encdandenriched
mn past scasons
Andaf where tie
row comes it has
been neswly spad-
ed, tread itdown
consideiably be-
fore planting.
The treading will
hollow out thu

row about right

collect moisture,
and by its com-
actness, it will
hold it. ~ In this
hollow, scratch
the lines for y our seed ono inch deep, cov

placo for your K

—andit will thus |

ening it only eneinch, it ground aboye

thoseed.  When the sced comes up, do

not fill in any carth about them, atleast B

for six weeks.
tho giound com]mcdy about them, and
don'tlet noles loosen it up. Vines that
como up in tho well-trod path do not

very time you hoe, firin §§

ilf‘m the blight. This method ngrlies to 13

view, this is not of nearly the import-
anco to the amateur gardner as aro tha
now methods of cultivation. *Plant
deep " —certainly not less thansixinches
—was tho inexorable law lad down by

htsoil wherotho blight is trou!
In tho caso of heavy soil, it settles soon
of itsclf, and the surfaco of it must, of

course, be kept from baking. In either §

case, after the buds begin to appesr, v t
unalight mulching to shade the ground

esome. [N



