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terior with the great arteries. It is for this work that
the Manchester manufacturers now require govern-
ment aid. What they ask is, that the Government
shall continue the policy of State aid to the railroads
through the undeveloped cotton districts, the same as
was given to the main lines. The Government is
asked to guarantee the payment of five per cent.
interest upon the oapital advanced by private parties.
Upon these terms all the. money required will be duly
torthcoming. The roads projected are: A reilroad
from Kharwar into the southern districts of the
Mahratta: a line from Ahmedabad to Verumgoon;
a road communicating between the Punjaub and
Kurrachee, through the Vailey of the Indus: and,
finally, a railroad from Trichenopoly to Juticareen,
with a branch line to Tinnevelly.

A glance at the map shows that these railroads
traverse the richest cotton districts in India. Their
construction will undoubtedly have an important
influence in developing the supply of cotton which
will be almost immediately doubled or trebled. But
there ie also another object. Only a very small pro-
portion of Indian cotton finds its way to a market on
the sea cosst. The Lulk is retained for native manu-
facture into the coarse cotton goods worn by the

eople. It is calculated that, with increased facilities.
?he?ﬂghmriced and coarser native manufactures can
be run out of the market by the cheaper and better
products of Manchester looms. Lancashire, in fuct,
wants all the cotton of India, and in return will
supply it and the rest of the world with manufactured

oods.

There is very little doubt that, for the reasons
already given, the English Government will lend its
powerful aid in support of this policy. Already
government engineers have been sent to survey some
of the projected lines, and Lord Mayo, the new
Governor-General of India, I8 co-operating in the
work Within five years, at the farthest, these pro-
pored lines of railroad will have been completed, and
then an almost indetinite source of cotton supply will

be v:;'pen.

e anticipate that, in any contingenty, Awerican
cotton-producers will always be able to hold their
own in competition with the world. They possess
maby advantages of soil and climate. The demsnd
for cotton is steadily increasing, and the probabilities
are that it will always more than keep abead of the
supply. 1By the time of the completion of the new
Indian ines of railroad, the increased consumption
of cotton way more than absorb the increased supply
from that quarter. But bowever this may be, the
spectacle of the cordial co-operation of the English
Government and capitaliste should not be lost upon
the American peopie. ADpything that State and
Federal legislation may effect in the way of encourag-
ing capital and-labour in the Southern States should
not be wanting. The cotton trade is a matter of
national importance, and its prosperity should be
stimulated by all the appliances of legislation in
co-operation “with private enterprise and capital.—
New York Dry Goods Reporter.

PROGRESS ON LAKE SUPERIOR,

fhe following letter to the Ottawa Times, written
from Fort William, Lake Superior, is of very general
nterest :—

« 8ir.—This region has long been represented as
rich in minerals, and has been allowed to remain in
the peaceable possession of the’ Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany and the native red skin, but is now beginning
to show its importance.

« A few miles from Fort William, and near the
terminus of the Red River Road, the Thunder Bay
Mining Company (s Montreal company) have about
completed an extensive crushing mill, and a saw mill
in connection with it. Their mine continues to pro-
duce a rich show of metal.

“The American Company, of which 8o much-<was
said & year or two ago, hag apparently turned outa
Yankee fizzle, at least as far as working the mine is
concerned. 1 am told that one man is all the force
they bave had on the work for the last twelve montha.

“The old Montreal Mining Compsany, with which
so much fault has been found by the grumbling
political party of the country, are again in the field,
and not only surveying the outline of their locations,
but actually subdividing them into seotions of one
mile square. They are also developing several mines,
some two or three of which are turning out exceed-
ingly rich in silver. They have aleo Thomas McFar-
lane. Eeq., 8n eminent geologist and mining engineer,
making a careful geological survey of their property
after the surveys had been made, and I am informed
pruvisions are being made for extensive operations at
once,

1 There are a number of parties exploring for silver
mines, and, 1 believe, several new sections are being
taken up.

+The Ontario Government, not to be outdone by
the Montrcal Mining Company, have two extensive
surveys in ogeruion in this region. This looks as if
they meant businese, and were bound to clear the way
for private enterprise.

« Prof. Bell, of the GeoJogical Burvey of Canada,
js also in this locality, and is to make & geological
survey of Lake Neepigon (of which nothing officially
18 known) =nd ot the Dog Lake region.

“The Dominion Government have S.J. Dawson,
Eeq., with from two to three hundred men, building
the Red River Road, which he expects to complete
next semson. This looks like opening up the North-
west in earnest. ]

+ A number of ladies ard sweethearts can be seen
every day and evening etrolling along the banks of
the Kaministiqua, pulling wild roses apd favining off
the flies, accompanied by a few gentlemen and about

" & dozen litt'e girls and boys.” .

MANUFACTURE AND EXPORT OF CANADIAN
PETROLEUM FOR FOREIGN MARKETS.
E haveat various times called the attention of our
readers to the valuable crude petroleum devel-
opments at Petrolea, in the County of Lambton, and
to the refining industry now carried on at London
Hamilton, Petrolea and Wyoming for the home an
foreign markets. It is gratifying, however, for usnow
to be able ‘0 announce that the business, no longer one
of doubt or speculation, has eettled down as a regular
industry, and one that bids fair to afford very lucra-
tive returns to those engaged either in pumping crude
oil or refining the article tor daily use. Crude oil in
large quantities, was first discovered at Oil Springs,
in Lambton, in 1861 and 1862, the result ot the patient
investigations of Mr. Williams, now the Hamilton
member for the Ontario Legislature, and large flowin
wells were tapped, which yielded enormously; but o
a sudden, to use a trade term, *‘ played out.”’ Then,
in 1864, fresh oil fields were discovered at a spot now
the village of Petrolea, and a few small wells were
gumped there with indifferent success. 1In 1885-66
othwell attracted the attention of oil men, and
during these years about 800 wells were put down m
that locality principally by American adventurers, but
the yield of most of the wells was small and uncer-
tain, and on the fall in prices the cost of operating
them proved too great, and the place as an oil pro-
ducing territory, dollapsed. In the wiater ot 1864,
Capt. King operating at Petrolea for a Company ot
Canadiane at 8t. Catharines, struck a large well known
a8 the ** King well ”’ at Petrolea, and which for many
weeks flowed at the rate of 400 brls a day. Attention
was immediately drawn to the spot; about two miles
from the eastern limits of Petrolea village, and in
1867-68, and this year. some 200 new wells were struck,
some proving brilliant successes, while others turned
out equally great failures. On the whole, however,
the new oil region first explored by Capt. King has
proved of an extraordinary rich character, and:during
the past 24 years about 760,000 bris of crude oil have
beewrocured. A large portion of this oil, about
400,000 brls, is now stored in iron and wooden tanks
above ground, and in huge underground tanks sunk
in the blue clay which underlies the suriace of Ennis-
-killen township. At present the wells produce about
3,000 bris per week, and fresh ones are being oon-
stantly sunk with varying euccess. Such is & brief
resume of the history of the ormnde oil industry of
Ontario, and is neoesslr{ to be recapitulated here in
order properlg to explain the subsequent operations
of refining, to which we wish principaily to draw
attention.
We believe it is pretty gemerally understood that
the petroleum of Canada differs greatly from that
fouud in Pennsylvania in several particulars. Incon-
sistency it is heavier, being of & gravity as tested b
Baume’s hydrometer of 80° to 84° and is of a dar
green hue, and bas a pungent odor. The American
article is of a gravity of from 45° to 67°, and is there-
fore lighter 1n specific gravity and contains more
volatile properties, such a8 benzine or benzole, than
the Capadian. The Americans, with their usual busi-
nees energy and; commergial acumen, were not slow
to turn to profitable account the valuable stores ot oil
diécovered in Pennsylvania, and in addition to sup-
plying the wants of the Union in 1868, exported to
foreign countries about 2,600,000 brls of refined oil,
in brls dnd tius. This industry has increased four-
fold since 1864, and is now the leading export of the
States. Up to the fall ot 1868 no Canadian oil had
been exported fit to compete with the American sam-
ple, owing to the m-onggungent smell which clung to
it, and which acted as a barrier to the successful sale
of the article Last summer, however, several ship-
ments were made, one by Messrs. Spencer & Keenley-
side, of London, another by Mr. B. Peters, P.L.L,, ot
1ondon, and a third by Mr. MoMillan, ot Petrolea,
on behalf of an Englieh company. These oils have
received a more scientific treatment than the common
stuff g‘reviously vended to the Canadian trade, and
though not coming up to the required standard, still
gave evidence of highly creditable progressive efforts
in the right direction.

In the winter of 1868 a Mr. Allan, an American, In-
troduced a new method of treating Capadian oil,
which improved the article in color, and wonderfully
raised its value so far as odor is concerned, removing
toa great extent the bad smell, and rendering the
samples it forcomgarlson with the American standard
white—a high grade of American oil On this success
being established, a company was tormed for refining
our (anadian oil on a large scale, with works at
Petrolea and Hamilton, the members ot the firm
being Judge Hig‘gmu and E. Higgins, of Chicago, Mr.
Williams, M. P.P_. of Hamiiton, Duffield Brothers, of
London, Parson ‘Bros., of Toronto, and Mr. Allan;
They have erected very large refining worksat Hamil-
ton, with & view to foreign sbipments, while the die-
tilling process was to be undertaken at Petrolea. A
few particulars of these works may be interesting:—
At Yetrolea, 8 mammoth still has been erected, at a
cost of $14,600, and which is calculated to use up 2,000
brls of crude oil at each charge, and will be run off
once & week; the distilled oil is conveyed by tank
care to Hamilton, where the chemical or treating pro-
oerg is oarried on, lnvolving the erection of large agi-
tators, cooper’s shops, and other conveniences. At
Hamilton the oil is finished, ipspected and brsnded
and placed on New York Central cars direct for New
York for shipment. The large still- alluded to bas
been built by Mr. T. Brown, of our city, and will be
in operation in about a week.

Attracted by the prospective profits of the business,
another large ﬂrm,gleeurs. E“IE ehart & Co., of New
York, entered the business at London last spring, and
are putting up large works here Previous to the
comp'etion of their premiees, this firm, which has dis-
pla¥led an energy and perseverance rarely to be met
with, has already shipped three or four cargees direot

to Germany, having the oil made for them by refiners

already in operation. Messrs. Englehart’s works are
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on the Hamilton road (formerly the London City Oil
Worke), but are being entirely remodelled and greatly
sdded to by the new firm. Two stills of a capaocity of
750 brls each (in addition to 6 small stills), .m brl
iron crude tank, large refined oil tanks, settling tanks,
and long ranges of barrel sheds are nearly compieted,
and will soon be in active operation. A «tore of 6,000
new petroleum bris has been made, and every pre-
paration completed for doing an extended export
trade. In the meantime, the oil works ot Messrs. H.
Waterman & Bro,, Duffield Bros., Spencer & Keen-
lepside, Minhinnick & Co., 8. Peters and other minor
works here are all in full blast making refined oil for
Messrs. Englehart & Co , who are prepared to handle
any amount that may be forthcoming. When their
arrangements are all complete, by the end ot the
summer, 8 000 brls a month will be refined and shipped
from London alone, in addition to the i:lsmglwn
turn-out, which it is expected will amount to 6,000 or
8,000 brls a month more. .

The attention of refiners to the great guestion of a
proper chemical treatment of the oil has set.man
heads at work, and Mt. Spencer and Mr, Minhihnis
have sucteeded in improving upon the Allan treat.
meant, and an oil of brilliant color and free from
objectionable odor can now be insured. It isclaimed
by & Mr. Lambe, of England, thut the new treatment
is similar to that patented by him in En%llnd and
Canada; but, however that may be, the iifipoftant
fact is establlshed that our Canadian crude, hitherto
of little value, is daily being converted into an article
that favorably compares with, and wiil eventutll{
rival, the American oil. When we say rival, we mea!
in one particular—the very important one of a sure®
fire-test. Canadian ofl is ptactically tion-explosive,
whith canhot be said of a good deal of American
manufacture, and it is merely a question of time when
Canadian brands will be purchased for shipment to
hot climates like Cuba, India, South America, and
other places within the tropics. As ybt, the ekpott
trade Iz but in its infabicy; but, thanks to the HEms
already alluded to, its further deveiopment isassured.
It is & matter of satisfaction to record that, while last

ear Canadian crude went begging at 80¢. to 85¢c. per

arrel, the ﬁﬁw is now $1.25, with the pr: ct of an
advance when the foreign market shall have been
thorqughly opened. In addition to the operations of
the two leading American companies referred :3; the
well-known firm of Waterman & Bro., are doubling
their works with & view to manutacture for the fereign
g:_arll:et, Snd everywhere activity to the same end is

isplayed. .

his new development of manufacturing industry
is giving employment to thousands of men. Apart
from the boring of new wells and the pumping of
orude—sustaining the village of Petrolea, with about
1.600 souls—Ilarge numbers of boiler-makers, ‘biscks
smiths, carpentors, bricklayers, refiners, barrel-makers
teamsters and Jaborers find remunerative employment.
All the coopers are hard driven, but are unable to
turn out the quantity of bris immediately demanded,
and an importation ‘of 10,000 new barrels by Mesars.
Englehart & Co., is now going on in order'to provide
receptacles for their oil. Ouce fairly set a-going, the
foreign trade will develoge and inorease, and the time
ie at hand when the wil busihess will be the:leading
industry of London, if it is not so already. . .American
capitalists have taken the lead in thig enterprise, and
while Canadian men of business ate sontent 1o invést
their surplus means in stocks and mortgeges, they
allow Americans, a8 in the Jumb+ r business, o' come
over here and lead the development .of the resources
of the country. We wish them every suCcess in their
honorable venture; they are ttmnﬁ;our‘nnhenoxnlne-
Jess oil and turping it into a marketaple. articlp, sud
showing Canadians how slow they are to take advan-
tage of the wealth which lies at their doors. ‘*We ob-
serve that a sale ot 10,000 brls ot Canadidn refined oil
was made in New York atabout 1jc. per Eall,qn below
that of the best Ametican standard, apd insuring s
remunerative profit. As we have before dtated, we
belisve the time is not far distant whem ourt oils,
hitherto ecoffed at and abused b§ intergsted brokers
und dealers in Ameérican oil in New York and else-
where, will now assert its superiority, and claim to
rank A No. 1, with any that can be made across the
lines.—London Free Fress.

THE COTTON TRADE ABROAD.

The London Shipping List gives the following
account of the cotton trade abroad :—

The cotton trade is still in a very peculiar position.
The struggle between Liverpool and Manchester,
which has been going on for 80 long a time, has
resuited in the partial defeat of the latter. The posi-
tion of the raw material is smtisticnll{l strong, while
gtocks of cotton goods throughout the world have
been greatly reduced, in consequence of the restrioted
exports irom this country. olders of raw cotton
have been jurther favoured by the fact that: money
has continued cheap, which bas given them :a oon-
siderable advuntnﬁe in tbe contest with the spinners.
There is very little doubt, however, that the latter
bave pursued the right policy in limiting their pur-
chases to the utmost extent, and they may not have
csuse to regret haviug done so. The restrioted con-
sumption which has been going on has imparted s
healthy tone to both the Liverpool and Manchester
markets, and more activity may be anticipated in
both, until, at least, present wants have been supplied.
The immediate cause of the return of activity is the
condition of the Eastern markets, which must by this
time be pretty well bare of goods. The sbipments to
India, a8 we have trequently p inted out, have been
on an unusvally small scale for somé time past, and
altogether out of proportion to the requirements of so
Jarge a population. On tbe other hand, the exporta
to China have been greatly on the increase. These,

however, have been rapidly absorbed, especisily so
far a8 the Northern ports are concérned—a fact wzloh}
goes far to prove that we are yet unaware of the grest



