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20 The Arrest of Stephen

Lesson VIII.

THE ARREST OF STEPHEN

February 23, 1902

Acts 6:7-15.  Study Acts6:1-15. Commit to memory vs. 7. S.

7 _And the word of God increased ; and the number
of thedisciplesmultiplied in Jeru’salem ! greatly s and
a great company of the priests were obedient to the

aitlh,

8 And Stc’rhen. full of 2 faith and power, 3did great
wonders and + miracles amonyg the people.

9 sThen there arose certain Sof the synagogue,
which i3 called the mmagogue of the Lib/ertines, and
Cyre'ninng, and 7Alexan‘drians, and of them of
Cilfe!in and 8 of A’sin, disputing with Ste'phen.

10 And thev were not able to 9resist the wisdom
and the 10spirit by which he spake, .

11 Then they sitborned men, which said, We have

heard him speak blasphemous words against Mo'ses,
und againgt God.

12 And they stirred up the people, and the elders,
and the scribes, anu came upon A, and 1 eaught
him, and brought kim 12 to the council,

13 And get up false witnesses, which said, Thisman
ceuseth not to speak 13blasphemous words aguinst
this holy place, and thelaw:

.14 For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of
Naz'arcth shall destroy this place, and shall change
the custoins which Mo'ses delivered 14 us,

15 And all that sat in the council, 1310oking sted
Tastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of
an angel.

Revised Version-1 Exceedingly ; 2Grace: 3Wrought: 4Signs; sBut: 60f them that were: T0f the:
sOmitof; 9\Withstand , 10 Spirit ; 11 Seized: 12Into; 13 Omit blasphemous ; 14 Unto: 18 Fastening their eyes.

EXPLANATION

Connection—The diseiples now had rest for a
tune from their encmies, and their numbers grew
(¢ch. G6: 1) There was some internal disturbance,
which was happly settled, buv & third persecution
woon followed. We study these facts to-day.

There were two classes of Jews at Jerusalem, the
native Jews, speaking Hcebrew, and called (v. 1y
“Hebrews,"” and the foreign-born Jews speaking
Greek, and known as “ Greeans” or Hellenists,
which was the Gruek name for the Greeks, These
lutter complained that their poor widows did not get
their fair share of food in the daily administration
from the common fund (2:44. 45). The apostles
called ameeting of the members of the Church, and
appointed seven men of good character, and spirit-
ually quahtfied, toattend to this part of the work of
the Church, while they gave their time to areaching
(vs. 1-6). Stephen the martyr was one of the number
of these “descons” (** muustranis’ it means), as they
e 1o be ealled (Phil. 1:1).

7,8. The word of God increased. It was a
time of great sparitual prospenty in the Church. The
preaching of the word made & great impression apon
the minds and hearts of the people. The disciples
multiplied in Jerusalem greatly, aud some, a
great company, were gaimed from the priestly
class, Stephen ; full of grace and power. (Rev.
Ver.) * Grace” *sGod's lave workimngin us. * Power™
is the result of such grace. Great wondars ; mima-
cles that excited surprise and astonishment.

9. Then there arose certain ; in apposition to
Stephen's teaching. The synagogue ; the mert-
ing place of the Jews, There were many synagogues
mn Jerusalem, and the congregations seem to have
fallowed national lines, Xabertines. These were
likely Jews who had been sluves at Rome, but
being liberated had retumed to Jerusalem. Cy-
reniars; fram Cyrene, in Libya, Africa. Alexan-
drians; from Alexandria, the capital of Egypt.
Of Cilicia and Asia; Raman provinces in Asia
Miror. From the Greek some schaolars think there
are anly twosynagogues hieve, the one including the
Libertines, Cyreniang and Alexandrians, the other
the remainder, Sanl of Tarsus in Asia Minor was
Ykely in this latter group.

10,11. Not able to resigt ; to appose success-

fully. The wisdom : denoting skill, insight, pene-
tration (Luke 21.15). The spirit: the influcnce of
the Holy Spirit. Then they; these Greek speah-
ing Jews who wereopposing him. Suborned men:
procured men to swear falsely.
Blasphemous words; eovil,
hostile, railing words. Against
IMoses; the great legislator,
and, therefore against God,
by and for whom Moscs had
spoken, It was on the charmge
of blasphemy that Christ was
condemned (Matt. 28 : 65, 66).

12. They stirred up the
people; by such false arcusa-
tions. The elders and the
scribes; the luy members of
the Sanhedrim, or Council. The
“*seribes® were the Inwyers, or
interpreters of the law.

13, 14. False witnesses.
Scconv.11. Thisholyplace:
the Temple. The iaw; the
Jewish religions system. This
Jesus of Nazareth ; spoken
in contempt. Shall destroy
thisplace; the charge brought
against Christ (Matt. 24: 61).
Stephen may have said some.
thingk of the kind, for he was in
advance of theapostics in this matter (7:45, 49). But
there is no doubt that his meaning was twisted, as
was Christ’s.  (Compare John 2: 19:21 with Matt. 26.
61,) The customs ; the religious usages and rites
cstablished Ly Moses.

15. Fastening their eyes on him (Rev. Ver.)
cagerly watching him to see what reply he would@
make. As . . tne face of an angel; reflectinga
heaveuly light, the outwarnd cxyressien of the joy
and peace within, Here was calm amid stonn, and
peace, blessed peace, amid the bitterness of strife.

The illumination of Stephen's face was God’san-
swer ta his foes, even before Stephen had spoken, ** It
issaid of the aged Palycarp, as hie faced a martyr's
death, that he caught, in his closing hours, some rayg
of the glory of transfigumtion.”

Ancient Prison Koys
(Peeples Bib, Encye.)



