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The Arrest of Stephen

THE ARREST 0F STEPHEN Fcebruary '23, 190'2

Acts 6: 7-1.5. Studv Acts 6 :1-15. Commit ta memory vs. 7. S.
7 And the word of God Invrcased: and the number heard hlm speak blasphemous wvords agnlost chis,ýs.

of îlicdiselplesinîîlttplled inJerti'saleiîî 1 greatly; and andU aqairitGod.
ac great conpany ofthelî priebts wvvre obedierît to the 12 Ând tiL3slre p the' poplv. Itnd ti he r'
failli. anid the scribes. mi.. caine upii 1dmi, and i i cagitm

Ii %nd istelphen, ful 0f 2 fmîlth aîîîl poter. 2 dld gi-cal hii. and brought. hint il-0 tIte eoUXinei, Tîsm,î
%mJtidersadt miracles aiong the pol.13 .1iid mset up false whvltîmesses.into

celisetl i lot to speak iibla;lelllUU8 wurds tigmiiiit%) Tliei timere mrose certain Osof the synagogue. this olvî plare<, oLnd the hian:
whluei . alled the minpoqur of the LIb'crtInecs, and 14 For %vu have heard hlm. say, that this .1e-.mî of
-Cyîte'nmonsw. anid " Alexaîo'dtraîms. and of tlîcin o! Naz'aretm shall deslroy tbis place. aîîd qhail elamige-
Cific'ia and 8 of Xsia, dIlsputilog Wltil stephiOO. the etistoîns wvbicli docseIiivered 1i us.

101 And thev wvere flot able to 9resist the %widomn 15 Aimd «aIl that sat Ini the. couimeil, 1 tlcookintrite#l
atctth Io~ ', oint by wvhle lie.qpake. fasîly ou1 lmi, sawv bis falc uts It lind beiu the hic of

11 TheL- tley smiborned mien. wvhil said, We have ail ahgel.
Revised Version-i Exceedlm'lly ; 2Grace: 3%Vrouglit: 

4 
Slgos ; 5flut: GO(I thein that were ~Of the;

8 Omtit of; 9 With.staiid , 10 Spirit; Il Stized: 12 loto; 13 Onti blaspbcmous; 14 Unto: 15 rFaýt1-Iîhg thecir eye,ý.

E'XPLANATION

Connection-Tlîe disciples îîow liad rest fur a
toie froi thîcir cimemies, and thoîr imnîers, grewv
(cli. 6: 1 >. Thore %vas some ititernal disturbaîîcc,
whlelo was hîappily settled, but a tiîird perbecution
>on followed. We study these facts to-ay.

There were two clases of Jews at Jerusaicra, the
native Jewvs, slîcakîog,- JIebreiv, and called (v. 1)
"Ilebrews," aîîd the foreigii-born Jcws Ispeaking

Greck, and kîîoivn as "G(reeîaîîis' or 11ehleiists,
whliehw~ag the' Gruel, naine for the ' reeke. These
latter complaiiîed that ticir poor ividoiws did not get
thîeinlaîrmhare ni tood in tise daily îtdmiîistration
froia the comuuion funil (2: 44. 451. The apostles
mlcd a meetinig of the members, of the Churcb, aumd
itlmiiited soi-en men 0f gooid chioracter, anU spirit-
îîally qualîhied, toatteiîd to thîs part oi the %work of
t11e Chtireli, wlîilc tlîey gave tlmeir turne tu èîreachîing
(vs. 1.6). Siephien the martyr wasoi aof tm! Ui rumber
of these ,cletcous" (Ifl iimi.çtnlits" it mcans),as toy
oine 10 b>e called <Phil. 1 : 1).

7, 8. The word of God increased. It wvas a
time o! gruat spiritual prospenty in the Churcli. The
preachiiug of the woard inifle a great im.ra lx)llp>
the minUs and licartbi of the peieoîle. The disciples
multlplied in Jerusaem greatly, aund salue, a
great company, werc gaiiied hromn tha priestly

îbs.Stephen ; full of grace and power. (Roi-.
Ver.) tI race'I ýstiod*s love %vorkîîîg ini us. -Pover"
istie resuit 0f such grae. Great wonders; mira-
clr-s that excited surprise andj &4. .îîishmenLt

9. Then there arase certan ; iii oppositin ta
istej'hicîo's teiichiuig. The synagogue ; tiiuniL-t-
iîug pîlace o! the Jeu-s. Thîcrewuere muiny synagogues
iii ,Tcrtîsakn, hîiid the couigrcegations sceai to have
icillcd-t naîtional linos. Libertines. These ivcre
likely JVWS NVlmO liad leco ilaVeS aI Rome, but
heing lilcrateod hoU retnrned tb Jerusalem. Cy-
renians; frwaî Cyru-iie. Ii Lth.ya, Africa. .Aexan-
drIans; frnnm Alexniudrin. the capital cm! Egýypl.
0f Cida and Asia ; Rroman r.rnvincs W0 A>la
Nlir or. Frcm the C<reek %o-ne sc-horlars thiiik there
art. conly tu-n yuani-' iere. lv-ý one iiiclîudlii the
1.ibertiîoî, Crauî andt .Itî-xantrianc, the ollîcr
tr remaluider. Faui of Tamus ln Mita Ilinor wira

llkçely iii tlii latter gitp.
10. 11. Not able ta resiet ; to oppore Fucmm.-

hully. The wisdom-; donotlngskll. lnsight, peno-
tration tLukc 21P . 15). The spirit. the tInlîiice oh
the ly Spirit. Thon they ; ttie!se Grec .k.-sjk-ak-
Ing Je-o u-ho were opposhing lîioi. Suborned mien:

ioroctirod mon to swear hîlselh.
Blasphemnous mords; evil.
hostile, railingý-word1s. Against
MIoses; the grcat icaislator.
and, therefore against God,
by and for wvhom Moses lil
spokeuî. It ivias oui tic chiarge
cm! blasphcmy thîît Christ %vas
condîemicl (Mlt 28: (.5. 66).

12. They stirred up the
]people; by suit- falsze w-cia

- hou-. The elders and the
-- scribes ; the lay mc-unlacrs of
- tîxeo Faihoidrim. or Couîn-Il. The-

-'. scribes~ ivere the ]lai-y r.s, or
-~ -~ interpreters of the lau-.

* 13, 14. False witnesses.
Se oniv. Il. This holyplaco:
tîle Tempjle. The law; theî
Jewish religions systeai. This
Jesus of Nazareth; sskl
in cootempt. Shall destroy
thisplace; the charg~e hrotuiilt
agailist Christ (Ml.26: 61).

Auclont Pilson Raya SSteî ho may ]lave said i-one-.
<0eu.s\ 11.. nr.)thin oh the kiid. for iii w-as iii

advi-co! tlueaposxtlces latlis .malter (7:e4S 4). Bt
thîcre ta nom doubt that lus meaiiîng was tu-isted. as
%vas Clîri-t'e. (Comnpare Johni 2:1E-21 witli M.Natt. 2G.
Al.) The custonms; the religions uszages auîd rite,

15. :Fastening their eyes on hlm (Rev.Vr.
cagcrly u-ateliiîg him to ýsi-v ivht reply lie %voob'O
nuak-c. As . . tne face of an angel; refloctligx a
heaveiily light, the oulu-ardl e!XI.resin of the- joy
and penatce u-ltli. lcre «%vas caîr amnîd storin, anid
penace, hîiesedl penac, ami tic biîtorncss o! strîfe.

The Illuination o! Stcplîco's face .vasc God'sqai-
suevr t'> lus Ince, ci-en befre, Iztplien iîad spokon. I t
la i-aid of the aged Polycarp, as lie faced a marty-r'.,
dleath, tain hie caught. ]l bis clnsing liaurs, seme rays
of the giory of tracnsfigurtio."

Le--son VIII.


