
The Phariseen rcpresented hypocritical super- 1 necessaiy, to raise, from the pebbles on the bau k
stition, tho Sadduce es carnai unboliet. a true, spiritual Israei te imuenit the promises.
(Alford.) Although thoy wvere bitterlY Thisie j prophetio of tho admission of the
epposed to sacli othor they are otten found Gentile Churob, (Roi. 4 :16. Gal. 3 :7, 29.)
working togother to obstruet Christ and the (Altord.)
gospel. Offoprlng of vipers: Tho viper is 10. A nd evefi fow.-The punishmont for
the mont wide-spread of ail poisnonus serpents barrenness and wickedness which ivas always
and is the mont dangerons ana treahereiis ef possible is now near. The instrument for thes
tho snakes of Syria. The terni is applied very destruction of the unworthy ohildren of
gonerally to a cratty, venemeun, malignant Abrahamn han been prepared and je in posi-
person. It fItted John's onsmies well. Per- tion. Only fruit bearing cani avert the
baps thero is an allusion te, Gen. 3 : 15. doom from any. 13 hewn down : Notl
Who hath warned you: John knew their cgwfl1 bo,"1 the present tenso represents a
contemptueus insincerity and used strong and certain and immediate future action, on
apparentiy sareastic language te roue them te general law of the Kingdorn whieh John
a sonneoettheir peril. The wrath to core: horalded, (Soliaif.) Ho condenses the whoee
The anger et Ged against sin, expressed in the series of events into a single scone and thus
judgments which the Jewn expsoted On the sees at a glane thes deom of the persistsntly
heathen at the coming of t'as Messiah. This nnholy. (Mormson.) Flre.-mnitless trees are
oxpectation was feunded on such passages as good only for f nel.
Ls. 13: 9; Jeel 2: 31 ; Mal. 3: 2 ; 4 :5-6. Il. 1Ilndeed baptlze.-ReadLuke3:1-15
John implies that this wrath bauge ever Jew here. The Baptint centrantis bis own limita-

and Gentile alike, if they harden their hearts tiens with the power of Christ. H1ie baptinm
and rseot the s Mesiah ; for his salvation is was only a symibolie coufession of sin, a pt(o-
oniy for thos whe receive bim. tension et repentance and believing expeotation

8. Bringforth therefore fruit.-If yen of a coming doliverer. It conid net conter

are really in earnest yen will show it not only saîvation. It vas not evon equivaleut te;
in attention te, rites but in character and con- Christian baptism fer that rite vas, afterwardn:

duet. Worthy of repenltance. Repentance administered te thos wbe had received it.!
je a complote change et mind which issues iu a (Acta 19: 3-5.) Whose shoos: In the'
turningtfrem sin te God in faith and ebedience. homes et 'wealthy Jews this vas thes duty et

The R. V. showsthat thes repentance must pre- the lewest menial, vhe vwasgenerally a Gentile.

cede the fruit. As thos mon ivers saYing by ie thoug'at je, 11I arn further romeoved froni

their attendance on hin ministry that 'they my successor tiian the meanont Gentils slave is

repsuted, John exhorts them te s3al this pre- Js jerom hie Jowisli nilister. (Willianms,)

tension by a course et life werthy ef nuch a IWIth the Holy Chost and flre.-The

change of mind. 1operation et the Holy Spirit whem thes coming

9. Thlnk flot to say.-The many pro- Christ contons, truly regenerates the heart and,

mises et blessing made in the Old Testament niakes sincere repentance possible. There are

to AbralIaxa arni hie seed led thes Jews te ntwoaencies meutioned home but only oe.

suppose that ne0 mat v hat the character et a Most interpreters nnderstand fire te, roter te
jew mighit be, hoe would eujoy ail the blessings the illunîinating, kiudling, and puritying,
of the King(dom ot t'ae Messiali whienever it power cf the grace given by the Mesniah's

Behould be set up, and au entrance into lieav#fn baptismii (le. 4: 4 ; Jer. 5 :14 ; Mal. 3: 2,)

should hoe dlis beforo the Messiah came. Tne and wvi1l net allow that there ie any reterence

Rabbis represented Abr aa as seated at to the fire et judgnîcnt. But it in possible te

thu gatte ot liell to see that nons of bis combine the two. The powver et Ged which in

Post.erity %,vere carried thither. Jeohn eniati - manifcsted in the treniendous purifications of

callý contradlicts %Il this. For 1 say unto the flcly Spirit will.eburi Sin ont et the hearts

you. Do flot continue to nourisli your soit et those who subinit tiiemeelves te him and

coneit with the thoUglit that Gocd is bcund to et t hýt10Y_ýose %vlio resint his influences aud

fulfil te youi hie promises te Abrahiam'n seed. clingto sin

Jehovahi, who gave a large posterity te enecas 12W hosefan is inhis hand.-In the

gooci as de.ad, mnay rejeet you an spurieus Eaut in Join's day tlies seavesw~ere sproad on

cýildren ot Abrahani, aud ie able, were it the hard thireshiriag-floor and t'as grain separat-


