11, Tume Recerrion. $. Inguire whs
in it is worthy—. e. suctuing a good reputa-
tion for piety aad hospitality. (Compare
Acts 16: 15) They wero not fo exposs
themfselves to wanton insult, nor lodge with
those whose evil lives would cause roflec-

" tions to be cast upon the guests of such
- And there abide—In the iistructions to the
seventy (Luke 10) many of these- commands
ave repeated, They were forbidden to «go
. from house to house” « When. & stranger
arrives in-a village or an encampment, the-
neighbors, one afler-another, usually invite.
- -him to eat with them. There is a strict
* etiquette about it involving much ostenta-
- tion.and hypocrisy,-and a failure:in the due
observanc v of:such-hospitality is frequently
- resented; and often leads to alienations and
feuds amongst ncighbors; it also consumes.
much-time, causes distraction of mind, leads
" to levity, and in many ways counteracts the:
success of a spiritual mission On these
accounts-the evangelists were to avoid these
customs. They were-sent, not to be hon-
ored.and.feasted, but to-call men to repen-
tance, prepare the way-of the Lord;,and to
~ proclaim that the kingdom of heaien was
athand They were, therefure first to . .ek
a-becoming habitation to lodge in, and-there-
" abide until their work in that city wus ac-
complished.” (Thomson.)

“12, And-when ye come iiito.the house—
- 8. é the-house of ‘him whom you have been

Ctoldis worthy The-salutation is of courss.
addressed to the household or the petsen-
welcoming them as its representative, The
ustel salutation would: bé « Peace be-to this
- hopse,” (Luke 10:5)

13, Let your peace.come-upon if—If the
" family teceive the apostles kindly then:
Christ will bestow upon them the blessings:
_which-are-implied in the prayer.of salutation.
- The-peace of God shail-rest upon-them. Let.
_ your peace-retr-n unto-you-—It-shall be as
if you had nevy invoked peace upon it,
# 1t is a mode of Spesking derivéd from be-~
_ ‘stowing-a gift. If people were willing to.
receive it, they derived the benefit from it;
_ if'not, then of course the present.comes back,
or remained in the hands of the giver.”
 (Barnes.) .

. ¥4. Shake off the dust of your feet—
(See instances in Nch. 5; 13, Luke 9: 52-56; |
“Acts 1351, 18:6.) A sign that they had-
no-fellowship- with them, and-hence a warn-.
ing of coming doum, so. Mark adds «fur a
“testimony unto them.”

{5. Theland of Sodom .and Gomorrah-

of the plain, This statement rosts on the
general prineiple expressed alse in Luke
13: 47; Matt 11, 20-24.  In-the day of judg-
ment-—Notice that the resurreciion of the
wicked is assumed. They are not, therefore,
annihilated.  «Sodom and Gomorrah are
often referred to-as signal'instances of divine
vengennce, and and as sure proofs that the
-wicked shall not go unpunished. See 2 Pet.
'2:6; Jude 7. (Barnes.) These cities hed
‘nothing but the example of inconsistent Lot
to -ach.them. Budas they were, their guilt -
was lcss than that of those who had the
"whole Old Testament and the institutions of
religion: to instruct and help them. What
shall we say of ourselves, in-comparison, if
we reject:Christ ? -

16 1sendyou forth—The «I" ig em-
phatic. «Itis I who -send you into the
-midst of such dangers. Conduct.yourselves,
then, in such circumstances, in a manner
-becoming. those Who are my messengers,”
{Meyer.). « But the.expression also implies
tﬁe ‘gracious protection which would attend
‘them,”
of wolves—They were engaged in amission
:0f love, harmless and inoffensive therselves
-personelly; but those to whom they were
-sent, were animated with an implacable ha- -
-tred-of the truth, and, if not restrained by-a
‘higher power, would put an-end to them and.
‘their mission together. Wise as serpents
-and harmless as doves —-«Serpents show
great cautivn.andskill in avoiding danger.
“Tue Egyptian hieroglyphics use the serpent
-as the sympol of wisdom. We may under-
stand that they-were to be pradent. in the -

‘such. prodent regard-for self-preservation is
very apt-to be accompanied, in meh as in
serpents, with the -tricks of low canning.
This‘is forbidden by ‘the other injunction.
“This-word reidered * harmless, better ¢ sim-
-ple’ (margin R. V.); sighifies, literally, un-
mized, and hénce pure (as pure gold), ua-
corrupted, and-so, guileless, sincere. They

pretoxt.for it; and were to employ 1o trick- .
ery or other improper means of escaping fror

-simplicity. If the dove alone were taken -
-ag-a-model, they might become silly -(Hos. -
7: 11); if the serpent alone, they would be~
come tricky” (Broadus )
slips innumerable times from the hands of
‘the pur-uer, and-the dove does. not settle in
"any unclean place,~it approaches:him who -
ig-gentle, and will never do hasm to the per-
secutor; its safety lies in flying upward.

rising in prayer and faith, and ultimately
rising above death and-thegrave” (Langs.)

{Gen. 13: 13 ). The inhabitants of the cities-

-

‘Read Bom. 16: 19; Eph.5: 15; Phil. 2:15.
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(Lange.) As-sheep -n the midst -

recognition of danger, and-in the choice gf - -
'mcans for opposing or escaping St—in gen~ -
‘eral, as to their behavior in danger, But -

danger They must combine:pridence and

Lastly, the -dove is a symbol of the: soul- -

RN

were not to deserve injury, or afford any . W

“The gerpent .. )
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