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A MOTHER'S GRIEF etier mspect« are highly cducated, stiil roraio
- “brind ia ration to thi i
To mark tho sufferings of the babe, Vind i relation to this question—our Sccrctary

That cannot speak its woes
To sce theinfant tears gush forth,
Yet know not why they fow;
To meet the meck uplified oy,
That fuin would nsk relicf,
Yet can bat tell of agony,—
This is a mother’s griel']

Through dreary days, and dasker nights,
To traco the march of death;

To heat the fuint and frequent sigh,
Tho quick and shorten’d breath,

To watch the last dread strile draw near
And pray that strugglo brief,

Though all is cnded with ita close—
This is a mother's gricf!

Ta see, in one short hour, decay'd
The hope of future years,

To feel how vaina father's prayers,
How vain a mother's tears;

To think tho culd grave now must cluse
O'er what was oneo tho chicl’

Of ull the treasured joys of carth—
This is 1 mother's grief]

Yet when the first wild throb is past
Of atgzuish und deepair,

To lift the oye of faith to hoaven,
And thiuk * My child is there !

Tlus best e dry the gushing teurs,
Phis yiclds the heart relief;

Until tho Chrietian's pious hope
O'ercomes a mether 8 grict §

THIRTY YEARS AGO.

Thirty years ago alwost the entire kingdom
and nearly every civilized nation in the world,
were profoundly iznorant, it not blind,in rela-
tion to the uature and properties of intoxicat-
ing drinks. At that time ull classes believed
that these drinks wero highly conducive to
health aud strength—that they were the pil's
of God to hiisintelligent creatures—the blessings
of 1 bountitul Providence which ought to be
received with grateful hearts, and beacee, when

of State for the Home Departmnent being a

"menrnfal illustration of this fact, yet wo rcjoice

‘that millions of blind eyes have been opencd.
lthnt the thick darkness which breoded over the
nation for 50 many nges has been rolled back,
l

and teus of thousands are singing—

* Bat now the apell is broke—abstain, be frec!
No moro shall this vilo yohe cnslave thofreo,

Coumne juin with heart and haad vug firm teototal

1 band,

On the sk take yuns stand — abstain,bo free!

“ Then shall your homes be blessed with
: peace and love,

That typo of Heavenly rest, that world above;
And as yo onward press, through this great

wilderucas,
Ieaven's guidanee you possess—abstain be
free ¥

Thirty years ago it was a doubtful question
whether a confirmed drunkard could be re
climed No Christisn man possessing any
proper conception of the boundless resources of
Ltho Supreme Beoing could doubt his power to
arrest oven a drunkard in his downward course,
but such a manifestation of Divine power was
an event of such raroe occurrence, that the total
and entirc ruin of a confirmed drunkard was
zenerally repmrded as merely a question of tiwme,
But now we hive an overwhelming array of
facts that indisputably prove thut the worst the
most juveterato, and wost degraded drunkard
in existence can be reclaimed. It is truc there
are still come highly respectable gentlemen who
entertzin the notions of a bygono age en this
subjeet, and if you happen in conversation to
hivt at the great work of reform which hns
been accomplished during the past thirty years,
they shrag their shoulders and shakb their
heads, while thoy politely tell you that it's all
a mistake— a mere picturo of the imagination
by which kind benevolent Jadics and gentlemen
sontinue to impose upon themselves a pleasing
delusion,

When conversing with those antiquarian
i ntlemen, we have found it necessary to point

the doctring of total ubstinenco was first pro- *uut livisg wen und wowen who have been re-

pounded, it was regsrded as the most wild and

chiitmed frow habits of intewperance, and thus

! shile the comforts of thics wises and children
are 50 patent to all who know then, that tho
lmost sceptical must fecl convinced that tectotal
£m posscsses n power to grapple succossfully
with tha vico of drunkenness in its most invet-
srate forms; and of those who aru not convine.
i by such overwhelming cvidence we aro
ready to conclude that, if tho facts to which we
have referred fuil to removo their old fushioned
prejudices, neither would they be persuaded
:hongh one rose from the dead.

Thinty years ngo the trade of the licensed
victualler and publican was considered to bo
not only respectable, but its introduction intoa
destituto neighbourhood quito an acquisition.
[t is truo the law always regarded the bueiness
of making and selling strong drink as a danger-
aus one, and licnee none but persons who are
certified to possess a good moral character are
rmitted to engage in it.—Other branches of
business may be followed by persons of any
char.cter, or of no character at all, but before
aman is permitted to engage in this busincss
he must produce a certificate of good moral
charactor, signed by the clergy, or other res.
peetable gentlemen ; and varicus other restric-
tions and gafeguavds clearly indicate the dan-
serous character of the trade. But though al-
ways regurded as dangerous, thirty years ago
it was held to be respeotable and honourable,
What a change has come over the spirit of this
dream?  Not only is the trade beginning to be
tooked upon ns unuecessary, but as a pesitive
sourco of evil, and lords and nobles, as well as
uther owners of public house property, are re-
woving them ns nuisances from theiggestates,
We do not mean to say that there are no res-
pectable persons in the trade. We are not
-peaking of the pereons engoged in this busi-
acss, but of the business itself, and none are
wore thoroughly convinced of its dirscputable
character than many who are engaged in it,
and henco at every meeting of licensed victual-
lers various attempts are wade t) bolster up a
sinking reputation which must go down, be-
otwsc it has no fouridation upon which to rest,
The brewer mny puss his compliments to the
trade, and solicitrs to licensed vietuallers' ae-
sociations 1ay display their oratory in praise of
jthe traffic, but, in the wordsof one of themsel-

Utopian idea ever subuitted to the considera- 1o convinea thew, by the evidenco of their 0wnives, publicans fecl that their business is ¢ a vil-

tion of rational beings, and its teachers were
looked upon ecither 28 fools or kuaves, ora

lscnscs, that Tewperance reformers are not .

posini upan themselves or the public any moro

Jianous affsir.  These facts seew to indicate
‘that *the beginning of the end® has become

mixture of buth.  But now, to use a scripture ereation of philanthropic faney. And, thurk vigble; we may, therefore, hope that the pro-
form of expression, und to apply it to thissub-'God ! thisis an casy task—that is to say, thc"-meucé of Gad 'wm 50 :“1,3"110 the course of
jv'ct, v the darkueas i3 pusscd and the true “Sh'v;numbcr of wreelaimied ones iz 20 great, their cvents that in duc time ‘mi:'.']lt will be with
shiveth.” Tt may b2 true that sowe, who in woral and religivus tmprovewcnt is so decided, the sight,” and a business which is mose de-
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