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PRAYING AND FORKING. 7

PRAYING AND WORKING,

00 many praying people contend themsclyes with the
T mereactof praying.  They secm to think they discharge
their whels duty by prayiog regularly for themselves and
others, with.ut doing anything to secure the results they
wek,  Tosmt their preforence and practice, a certain well-
known tent shoudd read, ** Pray out your own selvation with
fear aned trembling, while God and others du all the work.”
They prey tor presonal, spintual blessings, hat do not labour
to cultivate the groees they seek,  Thew prayers for the con-
versinn of others are nccompanied by no word of exhortation
to eeekk the Lord, and by no gifts for the distemination of that
Gospel which is the only weans for the conversion of the
world, Tuawr prayers for * the poor and needy " aromversely
proportisncd to therr efforts to rehieve them, remiudingg one of
tho old coloared wumen, who always sang most voaterously
“Fly abroad, thou
mightyGogpel,” with
her oy¢s shut, whon
the mirsionary hox
was bedog passed.

It is astonishing
with what small in-
vestments in practi-
cal benevolence sonmo
people  manago  to
waintain very largo
pretensions to pioty
and sympathy for the

poor.  True, their
prayers are  some-
what  stereotyped,

and are neither effee-
tual nor fervent ; but
they cintinue to re-
peat them in public
and private,and “lay
thellattering nnction .
to their souls,” that
in doing this and no-
thing wore, they are
pious and acceptable
to God: forgetting
that it is written,
“Waork out  your
own salvation,” and
“in every nation, be
that feareth God awd
workieth yighteous-
ness i3 acecepted of
Lim.”
ixeept, perhaps,
upon & dying bed,
there isno such thing
a3 righteousness
soparate from goo:l
works. There cer-
tainly can be no
availing prayer—no
prayerof faith,unless
b is  accompanied
with the utmnost acti-
vity in every good
word and work,
“ Faith without works 15 dead, bemng alene,
faith without thywor
works.”
Christ is our example in praying and working, s prayed
without ccasing, and he worked as constantly. He *‘ went
ahout downg good.”  His whole life was one of constant inter-

Show mo thy
<8, and [ will show theo my faith by my |
i

tion tu his epiritual ministrations. It cariently n'lbuxt lin
that parish, that the good mimster had **great hiberty ia
prayer,” on these occasions.— 7"e Methe 142

PAST EXPERIENCES.

A LL stages of life have their peeuliar hazards, Tue young
£\ have their dangers, the midule-aged thors, and the ol
theirs.  Wo speak e'ten of the hazards of the yrung—at
young disciples —not often, enough, perhaps, of 1ho hazards
of the old—of disciples who have walkad lungin Christ an
pathe,

There is the danger amang advancel Cliristians of relying
too much on past experiences as cvidenwers of dizciplesiip,
‘Fiiese have their value as evidences « f var unicu with Chrst,
It may be fitting and desirable at tisues to recur to past joys,
the sweet followships of vther y . ire, and to derive consolation

from thewr remceme
brance. Such a re.
currence to past ex.
periences  for  com-
fort, while the soul
18 travelling on in
temporary — gloom,
may b Jegitimate ;
but when wo Legin
Lo mauhe our post ex-
periences cur dopen-
denee, it bieomes a
snate to us and a
stons of stumbling.
1t 13 net to ho ured
+sa couch on which
ta recluie, bhut a8 a
cordial to cheer us,
and to stimulute ug
ta fresh endeavours,
When we go Fack
to what we have telt
ol tle Dunine Jove,
and rest upon that,
melead of going for
ward to gound  the
fathomless depths of
Divine love yeb une
known to us, we are
1n great danger.  In-
stead of  gathering
manna  every  duy
atresh, wo avoid la-
howr by attempting
to tlme up what wo
vathaed in pash
years, This danger
of relying on past ex-
periences  attaches
peculiarly to  older
Christiang, 1tis not
till we have jour-
neyed onin tho Di-
vine life that we
gain any exporience,
and it isnot tall then
that experience ever
cemes  between us
and Christ, and eclipses His hghe, [t i8 not expericace, it

is Christ that saves us, .-

Crurot Digrs—The Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler writos as
follows, in the New York ZLvawg list, concerning Chuich
debts @ ¢ Inthese days of detectud insolvencivs aud of lax

cession and activity, for the good of others. Wherelore, pray-  ideas of financial obligations, how wan Christ’s Church proach
lng is essential,  We can hardly pray too much. But the . Bible honesty, while 1ts own sanctuaries are n.urtgage dand eo
religion of Chirist is something moro than prayers. Anapostie | many ministers and missionarics are wnpaid? Jf these aro
of this religion wasaccustomed tosay, * My Binle reads ‘ pure | hard times to pay debts, they are still harder times to be in
religion, and undefiled before (iod aud the Iather is this, to | debt. A pinching self denial of worldly Juyuries in order to
visit the widow and the fatherless mn their affliction, with a | fill theaching void in Christ's treacurics, woull do as silid
market basket of provisions for them, and kkeep myself | good to the Church as any revival effort that could he rnuniu-
uuspotted from the world.’” rated. We learn that Barnabas sold his real estate, and 1aid

Accordingly, wheuever he went to pray with and cowfort | the proceeds at ‘the apostles’ feet’ for the Lerd’s treasury ;
certain fanlics in his parish, he always carried them a basket | pretty soon afterhe preached with pradigious power and
well filled with ** the meat that porisheth,” by way of introdne- | success at Antioch:” '



