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Ghiost on the day of IPenitecost. Thie Cliristianity of those days was a thiiîîg
of lf)'0lo iî and entli si astie, earnestuless. ý

Loolc at it as exlhibited by the Aposties andi tlieir preacbiing coiuljutors.
XVhat burning -%ords are those whiichi Peter uttercd !Whlo wvolld faàce x
hostile iultitiide, and Iling out iipon thei a doctrine so foreigai ta their
mod0(es of thoilghrit, so stroniy opposed to their prejudices, a doctrine ,eqiiiîri(
tbeiin to worSiJ) oneC wVhoii they hiad despised, to ask pardon of onle \Vliuli
thiey hiad crucified, to take the law of tiieir livcs froin omie whio liad becu dIis-
gîatteLd and executed as a. criiinîuial, if' lie wure lîot intuxîsuly ln eariiest ? *Wlat
a testiîniony -%vas thiat of Stephen. 1 iow earnest on the oiie biaud ta effligliten
thie iinds of biis auditors ; on the otiei liand to g1orily bis Master by anl

unîiqtlkalcw'itness to I-is claiims. Thiey, the first preachiers of' Chiristianity,
ecou îtcd imot tbeir lives dear unto thein." So overpoweriligi mvas thieir

eariiestîess tliat it NviLs supurior to the love of lifu,-it conquered tiue j»a«v
qf d1ciali, thus miasteriing une of the stronigest instincts of humllanl nature.

Look at it in the People. So completely did the nlew enthulsiasin pOssess
thieir ninids, tiat tiiey Il had ýal things common,"11 cc neithier sai d aiiy of thelu
thiat olight of' the th1ingsý tliat, "lie possessed wvas bis owiî," and Ilas niany as
wvere poS-,seSSors of Lanîds "UL "soi Meîî andc brouiglt the prîces of the tlîings
thlat were sold," Il and laid tliii down at Ulic aposties' feet." lie earnestniess
of the people con-quered, thie love of propcrly, a principle or feelinîg inlèrior
oniy to thie love of life in the hieart of averagre humnanity. "lhle Chuircli of
Peimtecost and. lfollowing( days presents us withi Chiristianity as Chirist w'-oid

ei\ it tu bu, for it was foilîdelui eýxact accordanite withi ILS own xîrs.e
pît, îîise aini prescribed condition. Thie d isciples did exactly as thiey -vere
coiiiiiaanded to do hy I-Iiim, tliey waited and prayed as tliey wvere directecl to
do, aild thie promnise Hie gave wvas vcrified truly and fülly in the event. We
are tliius fuirnishied in the first few chiapters of thie Acts of the Apostiles wvitb
.t Specitucu of mirital Chis,tility-a uxiodel f'or all tiniie to coulie, anîd wU find
iii it at /uxroic cuthutsiasia ini the teachers, a, self-sacrijicing eariîest ainu liu thie
tauglit, Whichi filshesS a condeninig light over the leaden âges of the Chuirch's
foriali srn, luklewarmnness, and apathy,-a deinoxistration. wiich wC thautik GCod
Li.s not beeni left ont of the canon of inspiration, thiat Le whio Nwould beu a
getuine Cliristianl nmust be ail earnest onie.

WVliei shall the visible Cliurcli be everymwhere the '<Churchi militant " in thie
truce sense ? The miarvellouis successes of the first few days of the Church's
hiistory,-thie continuous advance of Christ's cause in spite of Many internai,
evii s, aîîd iii Mmc face of iiiity opposition, until in. tMrce centuries it hiad
1xnoflded tlie institutions aud wieldud the sceptre of the rnightiest, of lînnianl
euip i rs,-jiisti fies uis in believing tliat if the evangelical. Church of to-day
were filled with catrnest miembers, Christendorn wvould soon be purified froin
open vices and inifldelity. Mohammnedlan imposture -would evatporate and
h ave no0 reciuc, auJ( Paganisin wvould soon be arnongst thie curiosities of
iù,tory, ai the huniiian fanily, regencrateLl and blessed by the grace oi its

ihideemer, ivould enhiance the gladliess of heaven by the spectacle of Paradise
Uegaiued. B. SiniEPmooI.

210


