CHURCH WORK

768 for ycar 1873; in year 1877
offertory and collections bad in-
creased to £14,883. If to this be
added Diocesan Assessment and the
other local contributions they will
make up the large sum of £41,369
for Church purposes within the
Diocese in 1877,
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Pray. 1, for the Unity of the
Church, that our Lord would grant
her that peace and unity which is
according to his Will, John xvii
21, 23; 2, for her purification, East
and West, Latin and Reformed,
that God would bring back His
whole Church to that purity of faith
and holiness of life which were in
the days of the Apostles; 3, for
those separated from her Commu-
nion, that they may return into the
way of truth; 4, for ourselves, that
we may diligently use the manifold
means of grace so lovingly provi-
ded, for which we praisv His Holy
Name.

‘“ Let t!‘\}t‘)se fiad pardon, Lord, from

ce,
Whose love to heris cold;

Bring wanderers in, and let them be,
One Shepherd amd One Fold.”

————-e——

BAPTIZED CHILDREN IN THE
NEW TESTAMENT.

In the New Testament the pre-
sentation of children to our view
forms a series of pictwes, not only
distinct and attractive, but most at-
tractive. As in vision the children
move before us, we perceive their
relations to Christ, and their posi-
tion in His Church en earth.

We will copy two of these pis-
tures drawn on the pages of the
New Testament.

1. 8t. Mark sketches the first pic-
ture, “ Suffer the hittle children to
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come ufito me, and forbid them not ;
for of such is the kingdom of God.
Verily, I say unto you. whoscever
shall not reccive the kingdowm of
God as a little child, he shall not
enter therein And he took them
up in his arroe, put his hands upon
them. and blessed them.” (Mark
x. 14-16.)

In this picture notice :

(1) The children are little chil-
dren ; because (wu) St. Luke, who
shows the same picture, calls them
“infants” (Luke xviii. 15.) (hh)
Our Lord takes these children *‘in
His arms ”

(h) “Of suck” does not denote
persons ltke these little children, but
denotes these iifunts themse ves.
This is the meaning of the Greek
word here transl ted “such.”

“ Of such infuiits is the kingdom
of God.” The kingdomof God le-
longs to infants. 1t is their gosses-
ston. This is the teaching of the
Greek* (see Matt. v. 3), “ Theirs is
the kingdom of Tlsaven,”

(d) *The kingdom of God." Ze-
longing to infants (verse 14), is the
same a8 ‘‘the kingdom of God,”
which may  not Lia received,” (verse
'5). The pbr.se, “kingdon of
God,” in its repclition, retains its
meaning, unless thie context forbids.
Here the context does not forbid.
But 1he “ kingdein of God,” which
may °©not be received,” is His king-
dom ir. this wor'd.

(e) For these reascns, the king-
dom of God n thés wirld belongs to
infants.

(/) But our Lord, in Matt. xvi.
18-19, makes the “ kingdom of hea-
ven” and “My church” identical.

(9) This fact is then demonstra-
ted, Infants, by Christ's oun ap-

* Winer. Gram., § 0, 5.



