The Latest Failure,

HE followiug article is taken from the
editorial columns of the Manitoba
Free I’ress:—

""Among the various ! legislative experi-
ments that have been resorted oto in vari-
ous lands to solve the liquor traffic prob-
lem, the dispensary system of South Caro-
lina has held a conspicaous place. It has
been in force for thirteen years. It is a
system which abolishes the license and all
rimilar systems commonly in use and sub
stitutes state monopoly. L clities ale
privilege to have entire probibitiop of the
tr.%e if they choose,but a decision Against
prohibition 1nvolves the introdnction of
state saloons or dispensaries These are in
charge of salaried officials having no inte-
rest in extending the traffic. Drioking
on the premises is not allowed. Sales must
be made in spirits of not less than half a
pint, and in malt liquors of not less-than
& pint.  The dispensaries are open only in
the daytime and on week days. Sales to
wivors and intemperate persons are pro
hibited. A State Dispensary Board Luys
all liquors and  distribotes the sama to
the dispensaries—1hus making it possible
to waintain  strict #cconnting

It was the bope of the prowoters of the
Soath Carclina digpensary sy-tem that it
would drive liguor selling out of polit es,
reduce the evils of intewperance to a mini
mum and free the traffic geunerally of poli
tical scandal and social dewornlization.

But a legislative sinvestigatio n pow going ,

01 reveals the fact that the rystem is  ho-
neycombed with graft, thar ilicit selling
is quite general and that widespread dis-
satisfaction with the system exists, These

disclosures afford one more prouf of the

MWhich certainly is not lacking in

wisdom of the statesmin who declared that
it is impossible tosay how any  legislative
experiment will work out. So wuch de-
Pouds upon the human factors working it
out,. The South Carolina system may be
descrived as being akin in principle to.
public ownership in the elimination of pri-
vate profit. Bat to iauke such a system
thovough aud consistent, South Cerrolina
would uave to ko into the manufactare as
well as the sale of liquors, and prohibit
purchases from outside the state. The
latter is beyond the power of any of Jthe
commonwealths which make up the Unit

ed States. As a matter of fact the chief
source of the corruption which is now
being investigated is the sharp competi

tion of distillers and brewers within and
without South Curolina, to gain the nat-
ronage of the State Dispensary B rd.
OUne member of the Boird has testifed that
the representative of a Baltimore concern
proposed to make it worth his while to the
extent of $30,000 to nse Lis ioflence on the
Board in favor of the Baltimore con ern’s
gnods, The competing dealers appear to
have exerted a dem ralizing influence up

on state officials from the Dispensa.y Board
down throngh the whole system, to the
ofticials in charge of (he dispensarie-, (he
Intter being bribed to push the sales of cer

tain brands of liquors und r- quisition the
Board for tho-e brauds, The failmie of
the system is set forth by ex Senator Me-
Laurin of South Caroliva, in langnage
vigor,

He declar s that the people of that stute
“‘have at last bien aroused ti i r.cogni-

tion of tha fact that the sale of lignor by
the state is inimincl to the spirit and
genius of gur political institutiins snb-




