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THEý CANA DIAN WHEELMAN.

SONG 0F THE WHEELMAN.

DYV AN LARLV RISEtS.

1Iicave the Itus>' louse or store,
A rider skiilesi ini wheeling,

Andi take the rond for farni ani shore,
A rapid speed reveiling.

I sec nlo( uany as 1 pass,
But few are up su cari>'

I roil niy wlicel along the grass
To catch the ciewdrops pearly.

Arounci the conimons then I go,

Or eut across so clever;
For iucn nia>' run -and nien rnay row,

W~hile I ride on forever.

1 rattlc over cobbiy wvays,
I iturnp above the ridgcs;

The taîl and <lusty weeds 1 graze,
I clash across the bridges.

And thcn I strike a san(dy strip,
Auid puff like any bellows;

Wliîuever saw a visheinman slip?
* The stout anI iusty feilows !

Upon the pedlais now 1 throv
M,%y weiglit as un a lever ;

For men nia>' rtin andi nen nia> row,
WVhite I ride on forcvcr.

* The busy day bas now begun,
1 ]ose nua tise iii turning,

For front the East the marning Sun
Scnds down his sunhbeans burning.

There couild flot ail the winds titat biaw
Fron. nme ni> wlicei dîssever ;

For men mn>' mtn and inen May row,
WhVle I ride on forever.

-S.pringiedd Ga:ctt.

A CANADIAN ADVENTURE.

Jackoti's Crcck, Rted Dcer River,
Saskatchewan, April, 1884.

DEAR 01.1) Bo,-I pîromise(] ta write you
when 1 had a chance, Sa here gacs. WVe rench.
cd this place iste iast fall, and got aur cabin
buiit, anti ail snug hefore the winter set in ; but
no doubt yau have sccn ni>' lcîters to jack, sa
1 shail flot waste time tciling aur troubles over
again. W'e are ail right now, but nt first, if
the Indians had flot helpeci us, we should have
been liard up for grub, for shooting gante in the
woods doesn't corne naturai ta' a city dlent. I
suppose you hiave bc-en picking up your share
of pots latciy. I've oniy lîad ane ride, and
don't fancy 1 shaîl try another. Yoti know I
took ni> "bike" with nie, but I found thcre
was nowhcrc ta use il, Sa it lay b>' and rusted
tili the frost set it, andi aur river soon gat cov-
ercd with a beautiful sheet of black ice. Sa
anc afternoon 1 thought I'd go for a ride on it,
and explore the counltry towards B3uffalo Laike
before the snaw fcil and stoppcd me. I ouled
up the bi. and siarted, first tciiing Jackcson to
Icave sorme supper on the stove belore he turn-
cd in.

Votis recallect our riding on the' WVlsh UIlmr
reservair sanie wiîiters iack, andI yon calt gui,25
liov giand it was ta spin aiong thrauph tht'
still frosty air. on an ice-patît nearl>' a quarter
of a nmile braad, virgin forcsts an caci side,
ivitî tue lîlîe iniotntains iii the distanct. The
perfect silence, brokei înow and tiien iîy a sharp
cracking sound, as of sanie trc split witli the
suddIcn frost, was strange andi weit'd, andi ilicie
ias just cnoigh excitenient in steeriîîg cirar ai

dlanger spots, wlîerc tht' swiltness of the currefit
cnusedj.he ice ta forni less rapidl>' thian clse-
whcre, ta preveîît tlinîgs growiîig monatanauis.

ASter riding about ilîrce liaurs 1 thouglit it
tintie ta torts bacit, sa Toile Iu the foot af a loir
cliff and disînountcd, wiîcn, finding myseif ratîter
stiff, I lit a pipe, and ranibe< alrîng the îaîik
until 1 founul n spot wiicre I cotild clinîb) ta
the suutinit of the lîill, andî enjo>' tue glarious

suinset beyond a spur of the Rocky Mouintajins
ta the west. Tht' muon was full, and thougb
1 liad fia lampl, yct, as tiiere are fia cauntry
by.l.-tvs bere, I was in fia burry. On walkiiig
ta tue edge of tue per1 îendicular rock, and,
iooking clown on tue river, 1 ivas surprised ta
sec an aitnimal pîrowling round my> hi. 1 %vent
quietly fî,rwarcl andi fuund it ras a NVOIf. It
%%as standing directl> Leluw nie, solcîîînly itedi-
tatiîîg tirer the prastrate niachine, svhich it cvi-
dentl>' toak, for a new kind of trap, and wns quite
uîîcoîiscious that sixty feet above soiuttne %vas
watciiing it.

\Valves ate a cowasrdly lot, andi I puzzled tiîy.
self iosv best ta astanisît iin At last, break-
ing off a ciod of frazen carîli as big as a Duitch
cheese, I crep>t ta the edgc and carefull>' dobbed

at n ta lîim. As luck would have it, it catight
bim faim or. his hack, and braite ta pieces ail
aver him. Ilow yau would have roaaud ta have
seen tue resuit ! It knockcci hini out fiat on the
tee, hîs legs slipping fron under hum, and stick-
ing aut ecd side. sa, titat lie miust have Icît sjulit
in liaîf. TVten, wben lie did get up, lie wns s0
friglitecd, lic scineci1 ta vaîtish ilîrc usa>s ait
once. Ile jutnlipeci about ail over the pince -and(
lIe!orc 1 uaci h.tl( donc laughing I could hcar
hini a mile na> l'owiing like îîîd. 1 strolled
(1.ai andi rciiitunflt , lraîghiiîg tili the ut oo<hs
echottd again as 1 rode nierril> backt Lut %%hlen,
after travelling a mtile tr to, 1 still lîcard hini
bowling, ami looking round faund hie iiad in.
duceci a lot ai his big bratheis ta carne ai inves.
tigate the iîtatter, 1 situt up andi cammecnccd
riciing a god deni fLatr. The>' camle along at
a rare p~acc, mni] tîteir noise kept hiiniging out
first o'îe anti thi anotiler of their niaîcs tili 'ut
List thiere st-as a.- regular packt not a quarter of
ai nmile hehinu i te. 1 leant over the bandies
anti pur it on, andi as iliere iras fia winci, and
I was an the niost peu fret racing pauh you ever
dreamt of, 1 kept casil>' ahecid ; still 1 could
not get asvay front theiti, anti there were nt least
twcnty Milies niore- ta go. I did not funk it,
but 1 shouici have liked ta have been at home ;
if a spoke liroke, or 1 slipped ni>' treadle, it
wauld bc aIl op witb naie. I was abliged ta
kecp peggiflg away as liard as I cauid ride ta
prevent thent gaining an me, and it semcd an
age before I ncarcd homne. 1 was getting donc
Up, atd ns>' followers sverc anl>' about one' huai.
dred yards. bcbind syhen I sighted our cabin, but
at the pace I was gaing I couid not disinount,

5:5

and if 1 sicked up tht'> wvould catch nie before
I coulcl gain the cloar. 1 liad flot thouight of
tuiai, and just wlien 1 thought myscli sale, 1
wns oblaged ta dash past ni>' refuge and ]cave
it hehind nie, with only tinte ta yell franuticaîl>'
for liceut the lights wcre out, andi no doubt
Jackson îvas coîîîfortaliy asleep. I telt sick
iîli di.niay, -anc rade on for sanie distance

iteforc 1 couiti coileet niy holighs; %ien I de.
cidçd to risk est'rytliniig. andI doubtle back, in
tîte liope. ilat 1 should lie abtle ta get round
Le'ore the wolves couild pull tlieiîiselvî.s titi; so,
whlen I canie ta a iroad bend in the river, I
kept close in shiore, slackcned specd a little,
and tioldi>' swung siglit across tise river It waa.
a terrible mnontent. WVould the tyre gril) the.
sîiootli ice ? It did. and tie Nw lt packt rushed

Past nie,.tunibiing aver each other as they strug-
gietl ta; stop) thernscivcs. I fourni svlen I iras
fairl>' round tiîat I ha<l actuali>' gnincd a littie
an theni, and, spurting as liard as possihlc, tore
aloîîg for homte, shouting vigarous>' as I again
iicared tlîe caifi. It wasr fia use, for the pack
was still so, close that I darel flot dismount,
and aigain hiad ta îiass at full spccd. Once mare
I turned successfully, and once more scicamcd
in vain ta, ny sleeping partner. I sawv that un-
Ici% 1 tiied some frcsh plaîi I blioîîld inost suu'ely
lie lulled clawn ivithin siglit of îiiy osvn daar.
At iast a ra>' af itape flaslied on utc. A littie
abovc aur liauises were sonie ral)ids. and on pass-
ing themît I lîad hand ta keep close ini shore, and
even then lînd felt the itin ice bend. It was a
last chance, and 1 detcrîisîd ta daslî across thc
centtre fraun the fîîrilier %hore. Perhaîts the
ivoives wvouid have ta Lecît ta the soutidfer ice
at the side, andi thus give nit the' siart I wvanted.
Tîte> were naw ver>' close ta me, and svhcn 1
turi.cd acrass tue ice a short distance above the
spot, the leaders alîîîast touchcd nie as the>' slid
b>'. I got round somihow, and then bcent down
for the final effort. Ever>' thing depended an
the specri bcing great enosîgh, and I knew it.
I sceied to fi>', the' ice lîending anti cracking in
ever>' direction. Eveit in iii> extrenîity I dare
flot ride quite in the mîiddle of tue streant, and
ta iny horror the woives babl>'y faibowed. Sud-
denl>' there ias a crash beiiind me, accampanicd
b>' a treiendous howling anid spiasiîing, and an

giancing liack I saw a hunge biacl. patch with
the whle pack struggling in the midst of the
water. The !ce hnd given way under theni,
and I seas saved. I staggereti ta the daor, .and
just nianagcd ta wakc jackson and tell him what
had hapîpenedl before 1 faintcd. WVheii I caine
ta hie svas nowherc ta lic seen, but through the
open door I cauid hear the " 1crack, crack' of bis
Winchcest'r repeniing rifle as hae toal, vengeance
on the hcipless .brutes. lie toid me aftcrwards
that flanc ai them escapcd, as ail but a fcw werc
drawn uncler tue ice b>' the current, and tlFat hie
shot the rest. Don't show this letter ta Fior-
euice, or she nia>'. get flervous about nie. I'vc
sent her.,dose of genexal nev.s. Witie mae as
soon as you can spare tinte, and believe me, yôurs
exceedingl>', 11ARRY.

- fflieeing Anual.

Gooid and Knowles, of B3rantford, are ou t
with theit catalogue foi aSS5, shawing man>'
imîîravements in bath styles and prices or *heir
uines of machines and sundries.


