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CHAPTER IX.

Hannali's akgupon the morning after ber brother-ini-law's re-
turn -%vas one of the rnost painfill sensations she Lad ever known, the
more so us it was so unusual. To bier healthy teinperament the morning
hourw~as generally the best of the day. NtRsehref v~awy
woke up Ps lively as a youiig linnet ini a thorai-bush, enjoyed it more

tha Aut HnLlh d<LBut now things seemed changed. She had
-one to bed at once, and fialleii asleep irnmediately; for there are timies
when the brain, worn out> by long tension, collapses the instant Nve
lie down-Nature forcing upon. ut tho teniporary stupefaction. which is
its only preservative.

NoNw even she could net shake off wearincss, nor rise as usual te
look a> one of those glorious winter sunrises whvlich only active people
see. Shie dreaded the (lawNv-she shiranki froin the sun. Forlhebrouglit
lier lier daily duties, and hov she sliould ever fluilfil them as heretofore
-1e cid not tell.

rFir-st, how should sue ,igaiti iieet Mr. :Rivers? Whiat position
ehould shie hold tnwards Iiim? Had her- sistei' Iived, he Nvould bave
been, to lier nothing a> ail ; regarded with the sacred indifference with
wvhicb. every plire-niinded wornan regards every other woman's lius-
band. -No-w', what -%vas lie ? Not ber brother-except, by legal
fiction, Nvhicih li ad himiself recogniised as a fiction. Not lier
lover; and yet whvlei suie rccalled bis looks- and tones, and a certain,


