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however, although humiliating to confess it, human greed, mere mer-
eenary waotive, was the base, ruling principle which influenced them
to Jeave their homes, and fight in a cause to which personally they
were indiflerent.  Some few enlisted from higher motives, or from
personal considerations ; and as it was in 186), and following vears,
50 it was in 1775, “There were many who engaged in the American
rebellion from motives anything but putriotic and noble, and  who—
when the war was over and they found themselves envolled in the
annals of American fame— were far more astonished, and  certainly
gratified, than they would have been had they found themselves
treated as rebels.  We ave by no means singular in this opinion, as
the testimony of a few distinguished M\ mericans, and the statements
of one of our own Canadian writers—who has studied the subject
very carefully- -show.®  The Congress which met in Philadelphia in
September, 1774, professed allegiance Lo s Majesty’s person and
throne, and their willingness te be governed by British Jaws so long
as those laws suited their own views and interests! These Joyal men
agreed upon un address to His Majesty King George 111., together
with a circular leiter addressed to the British people and to the
sanadian Colonists.  'The same Congress, while denvuncing the lib-
eral measures of the British Ministry and Parliament granted to the
Province of Quebee, were nevertheless anxions to seeure the co-oper-
ation of the poor, benighted Quebecers in assisting them to obtain
far move liberal measures. The people of Canada not having the
game private interests to serve, und  having little or mno
confidence in the professions of their sharp, designing neighbours,
refused to repudiate their firsst obligations and alegiance to a
governmment which had given them all they could in reason desive.
This refusal to co-operate in their rebellious schemes produced sur-
prise and indignation. Remonstrance, blaudishment, professions of
patviotism and love of freedom were tried upon the hihabitants but
in vain ; then followed hostile attacks npon Canadian outposts, most
of which were poorly manned and consequently scarcely defended.
Ticonderogi was first taken by surpise, and soon after Crown Point,
the gaurrison of which numbered a Sergrant and twelve men.  Uur
business is not to narrate the consecutive events of this period, as
though we were writing a history, but to touch upen the leading
facts and principles of action more especially as they affect our Royal-
gsts and Loy 7. 5. In dealing with histovical facts it L our duty to
state them fairly ; and if we must take the facts such as fair, crediblo
testimony furnishes, both direct und collateral, we shall have to diaw
inferences, however anomalous it may appear in a work of fiction,
which will contradict the fiction of professed facts. It has been so

2 Ve may casily imagine the surprise which many expericnced in after days  when the war
had ended and their independence sas acknowledged—to tind themselves heros, and  their
nunes commeinorated as fathers of their country ;. wherens, they bt fou it anly for woney or
phander, or simugeied goods, or berause they had not uffive. 1o not a few eases .t is su. h whase
naes Lave served for the high-sounding fouith of July oratens ; tor the buncorbe spuecnlier
and the flippant cditor to base their enlogistic nwemories upon.  Undoubted y there are a fow
entitled to tee place ey occupy in the tewple of fame; ut the vast majority seem to have
Veent actuated by mercenary mmotives  We have authenticated cases where prominent wdi-
viduals took sides with the rebels beeanse they were disapp anted in obaini tlice , and -
numaabte mstances where wealthy persons w rrestesdt vstensibly on suspicion, aml come-
peded sv pay ae tnes, and then set at sdberty,"~-11 story of the Seitlemeat of Upper Canade
(Untaro) by Wi, Canmtl; 3. D, M. R, C. 8. E,, &e.




