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having lad her in hospital under cozstant caro for,
nine weeks, sent her Iome "l helpless, vith no hope on
earth of relief from her terrible affliction." With the
steel corset- and now a pair of crutehes, she could
muove painlully along a level floor ; but " knceeling,
btanding on lier feet, or going up or down stairs was
an utter impossibility." But in the darkest hour came
the liglit; human help had failed, and confessed its
failure, and thon Our Lady stepped in. The girl had·
all thiongli lier paihs and confinement been good,
cleerful and uncomplaining; in the earlier years eue
used to be carried at times to school or church; she
made ber first communion, and wvas ennfirmed. WVo
aire not told whethler the waq in any markeid way
devont to the Blessed Virgin ; probably as mucli as good
Catholie girls often are. But one day in August, 188!
as shte Was praying before the shrine of Our Lady ni'
Perpetual iIelp (or "Succour," as is usually saidjn
England), the rector of the church recommended that
a novena sbhould be made entirely at the shrine for her.
For nine days she was, therefore, caried before the
inîraculous picture-representations of which are so
familiar to us. As lte novena proceeded Ple grew
%worse. On the last morning she made an ineffectual
etiort to stand unaided, and had to he eirried tn thé
shrine, as usul, helpless, weak, and in wonted pain.'
The Redemptoritt lather who qaid the Mass brouîght
lier Communion to lier place, and after receiving she
was suddonly "seized with a darkening, dizzy sens.
ation, as if siglit and se nse were leaving lier," and she
turned as if for assistance, but when lier crutches vere
offered to.her sie suddenly had recovered and was
curei, and only said joyfully: "l No f shall not need
them, .i an walk," and thereupon got up and did walk
to the altar steps where she knelt long, praying-ith
what fervent g:atitude can easily be imagined. That
over, ehe walked home at ber happy father's side, ran
brisily up the door-steps and then upstairs to lier
mother's room, for lier mother had been unible
througli ilness to attend. She received lier restor¢


