THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN..

AN EPITOME OF THE HISTORY OF TBE AMERICAN
EPISCOPAL CHURCH.
By the Rev. Henry Caswall.
Pany I.— History of the €hurch previous tothe Revolution.

The eastern shores of the country now denominat-
ed the Uniled States, wera discovered under English
auspices, and claimed by the English monarch, e
early as the year 1497. Yetin deference to the au-
thority of Pope Alexander VI. who bad granted to
the Spaniards all the territory more than a. hundred
leagues west of the Azores, no settlement was attempt-
ed prior to the Reformation of the Anglican Chuech.
The feeble minority of Kdward VI. distracted witk
factions, was not a more favourable period to schemes
of doubtful utility, and the bigotry of his successor,
Mary, disposed ber to. pay a sacred regard to that)

rant of the Holy see, which vested in her husband;

hilip, an exclusive right to the New World. It was
not before the 18ign of Elizubeth that the English be-|
gan seriounly to form plans of seitling colocies in thase
parts of America which hitherto they had only visited.
Thaeir eatly efforts, howewer, proved abortive, and ne
setileruent was permanently established previous to
thereign of James I,

On the 26th of April, 1607, two years before the
gettlement of Cannda by the ¥rench,seven years be-
fore the fonading of New-Yoik by the Dutch, and
thirteen years before the landing of the Puritans at
Plymouth, a small band of colonists disembarked.on
that eoast denorminated, in-honour of Queen Elizabeth,
Yirginia. They brought with them the refined habits
of the higher orders of the Knglish society; they were
members of the Church establi-bed in the miother
country, snd they were accompanied in their adven-
turous enterprise by an exemplary clergyman, (ihe
Rev. Mr. Hunt) whom they venerated as a father and
Joved es a friend. Religious considerations, had ina
great measure, conduced to their voluntary expatria-
tivn. They had been required by their sovereign to
provide for their preaching of the gospel among thea:-
selves and. the neighbouring Indians, aud:they had
been taught to regard their undertaking as a work,
which, by the providence of God might tend ¢ to the
glory of his-divine majesty,’ and ¢ the propagaling of]
the Christian religion.> The piety of the emigrants,
stimulated by the exhortations of their pastor, led to
the almost immediate erection ef an humble building,
dedicated to the service of the Almighty. —On the
14th of May, within three weeks after their arrival,
the colonists partook of the Lord’s Supper: and Vir-
ginia commenced its caveer of civilization with the
most impressive solenmity of the Christian Church.
Upon a peninsula which projects from the northern
shore of James river, may still be seen the ruins of the
first Episcopal place of worship in North America;,
and this, with ils surrounding burial ground,is now al-
most the only memorial of Jamestown. :
~ Such were the fathers of the Church in thé newly
discovered continent; and it may be fairly presumed
that, if all succeeding emigrants had possessed a kine
dred apirit, the form of religion which they introduced
would have continued to prevail in the United States
until the present day. But various causes soon conv
tributed to multiply a very different class of settlers,
In the year 1614, New-York wus colonized by the
Duteh, who brought with them their own confession of]
faith, and their Presbyterian form of ecelesiastical
government. In 1620, the Puritans succeeded in
colonizing New-England, and in establishing their pe-
culiar doctrines and discipline. The Swedes and Fiuns
introduced [Lutheranism into Delaware and New-
Jersey in 1627; Maryland was settled by Roman Ca-
tholics in 1634; and Pennsylvania by the Society of
Friends in 1681. Long before the termination of
the 17th century,the members of the Church of Eng-

land iu the colonies were exceeded in number b
those of other persuasions. Nor was this ull. From
one dencmination at least they soon began to experi-
ence opposition. The Puritans, although required by
their char:er to conform to the laws of Kugland, had
pot scrupled to constitute a religious establishment,
widely differing from that which the laws of England
recoguized. A few persons, offended at this ploc(_ed-
ure, withdrew from communion with their dissenting
brethren, and assembled separately to worship God
according to the Liturgy of the Chureh. This was

'sent home to England. A monument has been erecled

whigh describes these worthy men as the first champs.
ions of religious liberty ja America. Heavy fines
were inflicted on those who took part in Episcopalian
ceremonies, severe laws were enacted against ‘the
observance of any such day as Christmas or the like,’
and an inquisition existed in substance, with a full
share of its terrors and its violence..

Asthe country increased in population, the Chureh
nevestheless slowly advanced. Evenin New England
a few Churches were at length establisbed, and nnder
a load of obloquy, gradually gathered strength. New:
York haviag fallen into the hands of the Englisb, a
Church was erected in that city. Philadelphia nnder
the toleraut-influence of the Friends, was blessed with
an Episcopal place of worship; and in Maryland, se-
veral congregations were osganized. The Cavaliers
and their descendants Ged to Virginia, during the per-
secutioos of Cromwell's government; and in that
country the Church maintained undispuled pre-emi-|
neaca for nearly g cenlury, notwithstanding the efforts|
of missionaries [tom.New Bagland to produce a de-
fection, .

Up to the period of the Revolutionary war,the pum-
ber of Episcopalians was very small, except in the
southern colonies. In Virginia aod Maryland a pros
vision for the maintenance of the clergy was made by
jaw; the territory was divided into parishes, Churches
were built and glebes attached. Here the Church pos.
sessed all. the authority, ard commanded all the res-|
peot of a nations! establishment. . But in the provin-
ces nowth and east of Marylandthe congregations were'
few and far between,and generally eonfined (o the:
larger towns. Itis believed that the only considerable
endowment by the English government iu favour of
the Church in the northern colonies was a grant of
lacd te Trinity Church, New - York. But during the

was raised up-to.the Church in the British ‘¢ Society
for propagating tbe Gospel.in foreign parts.” By
means of this excellent institution, the great part of|
the clergy resident inNew-Eogland, New-York,Penn-
sylvania and New-Jersey, were muinteined, and.the
nuwber of songregations considerably increased. To
this society a very liberal grant was made by the co-
lonial government, which, under equitable wanage.
ment, might bave sufficed to support the institutions
of the Church to an indefisite extent.. The territory
of Vermont, when first surveyed, was divided .inte
townships of 6 miles square, | 14.of which were grant.
ed by Governor Wentworth, of New-Hampshire, an
Episcopslian, In each of these, one right of land,
containirg usually 330 acres, was reserved for the first
settled minister, one right as glebe for the Church of
Eogland; and one to the Piopagation Spciety, Bul
the surveyors being unfriendly to Episcopacy, the lots
reserved for the society and for the glebes, were often
situated within the same identical spot, often on moun-
tains, rocks or.morasses, in consequence of which, the
grant promoted but little the cause which it was de-
signed’ to subserve,

It is obviously important that something should be
said in regard to the characler of the clergy previous
to the Revolution. Ft is more desirable on account
of the many misappreheusions which exists in resard
to this subjact. Let it-then be remarked, thaf the
missionaried of the Propagation Seciety were generally
wen of holy, self-denying lives, and of blameless re-
putation. The venerable association just mentioned
issued a notice in 1735 and subseqnently, in which
they besought those concernedto reco'mmend no man
to them as a missionary ‘ but with a sincere regard to
the bonour of Almighty God, and our blqssed Saviour.
[n the same circular they expressed their persuasion
that any clergyman in America who had disgraced his

[

¥|character, must have gone there wnithout their know-

ledge, and they conclvded by promising to dismiss
any one in their employment, against whom a just
complaint eould be preferred. It is true that many
disorders prevailed in those distriets where the lay
by assigning a considersble stipend to ministerial ser’
vices, held out an allurementto the unprineipled.
And yet, even urder these circumstancesz the ‘clergy
and their people were free from many imputations
which must for ever attach o the memory of their
chiel opponerts, The absurd superstitions. which

too mich (o be patiently endured by the dominant
majarity.  The leaders of the party, two brothers
named Brown, were expelled from the caleny and]

flourished inthe North found an uncongenial soil in the
Southern co'onies, and the terrific excitements in re-

to their memory in 8t. Peter’s Church at Salem,

early part of the eighteenth century, a zealous friend}

mild and scriptural worship of the Cbarch prevailed.-
The severe laws of Virginia against dissent carry 82
sppearance of persecution; but let it be recollected:
that these laws were not often enforced, .and in facty-
were little more than a nullity. '
To be conlinsed.
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YOUTH’'S COMPANIOMN.
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THE P.OOR BOY..

We delight te trace the progress of geuius, talent,
and industry, in bumble life. We dwell with pleasing-
smot'ion on the characlter and conduct of individuals
who from a ¢-low es'ate,’ "of obccurity and poverty,-
have raised themselves by their own native energy, to
affluence and stations of respectability and renown.—
Our couotry.is full of exawples of this description.
They fall under our observation every day. Gid
eon Liee was once a poor boy, and in the: occupation
of a farmer. He is now in affluent circumstances—
recently Mayor of New York, and at present a mem¢
ber of Congress. Charles Wells, late Mayor of
Boston, was a journeyman mason.— Samuel T. Arm-
strong, the acting Governor of Massachusetts ard 88
the bead of several philanthropic institutions, was
once a journeyman printer.** There are those livin
who recollect George Thibbits, a day laborer, and’
know bimnow as a gentleman of wesltb, influencey:
and entsrprise— the. Mayor of the city. of Troy, Ste<’
phen Warreun, the well known and esteemed President
of the Troy Bank,rich in this world’s goods, and rich
too, in public spirit and deeds of benevolence, camé’
from an obscure town in Connecticat, penayless--8
shoemaker. Perserverance, energy and indusiry
morsl worth, produced this pleasing consummation
buman wishes, With one more example, we closé
our sketeh.

Thirteen years since, a poor boy, ¢ hired himself
to the capiain of one ofthe steamboais on lake Cham’
plain, in some bumble occupation. Few know she
temptations to which young meuw are liable in the mis-
ed, irregular company of a steamboat—surrounded by
evil company, and under equally had influences
But the poor boy hada: talisman to keep him
from falling. He recollected that there was: ona bev
man being who relied on and cared for him. *H¢
was the only son of his mother, and she was a WV
dew.’ He faithfully discharged his humble duties.~
His conduct was marked by those who passed thal
way and by his employers. Aspiring for what heé
merited, he gradually reached the top of his p1ofess
sion. He commaunded one of the first steamboats 98
the Lake.. His uniform politeness and attention 0
those who were necessarily thrown in his wayy
commanded for hima universal-respect and esteem.~
His reputation reached the.ears of the greatest steass’
boat associations in the werld; and many who kne¥¢
him when a boy on the Lake, now see bim at4b®
head of the most splendid bost that foams and dashel
through the waters of the noble north,and frem a sals”
ry of $5per month, bis pay. increased to §1500 pes
annum,

Thirteen years have not altered the geod princi,pw
of his youth; be still retsins that simplicity apd purity
of character whichmust ever be regarded as the trud
nobility of buman nature. — N. ¥. Messenger.

An Honest Child. —The following pleasing anecdol®
related by an Englishman, fully demonstrates the in*
fluence of early religious training. A child, abos¥
ten years old, goirg down a street one day, saw, al s
distance, a man counting money: when she came
far as the spot where he stood, she found s shilling—~
picked it up, and ran to his house, ssying, * Here, M/
——, is a shilling youlost.” ¢ No child, it's not mins
keep it.’ ¢ No, no,’ said she, “I saw you counti
money, and when J came where you were, I four
this,” Ha then took it end gave her a penny, wit
which she bought & toy, and went home; when bé?
mother saw the toy, she asked her where she got #7
the child then told the story, and said, ¢ An homesh
penny s beller than a dishonest shilling,’ * for the ¥
of money is theroot of all evil’— S. 8. Treas. :

Thoughis.— It matiers not what else Flose this yeafs
if 1 sare my soul; and if I lose my soul this year,

matters not what else [ syve.
e}

g: 4 to witcheraft bad litile nourishment where the

* Now Mayor of Bustan,




