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For eiample, compare the fine hard feet and horn of the
thoroughbred, the narrow atraiglt foot of the mule, and ass,
with the large fPat soft feet of the heavy draugit breeds, and
we find that the sanll feet are more durable and less liable
to injtiry.

Ntuch as the feet suffer ftom neglect in early life, it ls
trifling wheti dompared with the destructive processes to
which they are subjected when once they are submitted to
the operations of the farrier, (foi the purpose of furnishing
them with a defence against the friction and concussion of
the bard toad), assisted by misinanagement and neglect in
the stable.

Wheni we enqu.ire ito the abuses of horse's feet by the
groomn and the farrier, we shall not wonder that this
inatvellous contrivance, this most perfect mechanism, which,
as an adaptation of a ineans to an end, is not cxcelled in the
whold range of the Creator's works, does in niai y instances
give way, and becomès so altered in forai and go weakened
by disease as te be incapable of performinig the locotnotory
flinetions without suffering; and lameness, (whici is but an
expression of pain) ineapacitates the animal for work, and
i-educes enormously its value.

Mr. Lawes, Rothatnsted, still persists in his calculation,
thit the crop of wheat in England is equal '.o an average of
30 bushelg an acre. This. at present prices, would, as coin-
pared *iih last year's yield, iake a difference to the farimer
of£3. 10. 9, that is to say, 2 quarters at 49q. would equal £4.18,
and 3 quarters 6 bushels et 459. would bring £8. 8 9 .- Good
news for the landlords, as whoever goes without, they Éon't.

A. R. J. P.

TE POPATO DISEASE9.
A select Committee of the louse of Commons in England,

has been investigating the question of the potato discase.
Many of the largest growers have been exainiaed, and the
following are a few of the stateients made by them.

31r. Charles Rintoul farins 700 acres, partly in tast'
tothian and pattly in West Lothian : soil, a mixture of clay
and loani, but free working land, thoroughly drained. It
would not pay to grôw potatoes if the land were cither wet
or insufficiently drained. Ile begins bis rotation with
potatoes, then wheat, turnips, barley, grass for two years,
and oats, two fallow erops la the eeven ycars, and a sufficient
interval of time between the main crop of the farm, the
potatoes.

'"hc land is deeply ploughed after harvest, grubbed in the
spring, and the planting begins as early as possible. The
Ineiatre, 40 tons of herse and cow dung, with 10 cwt. of
ini:ted animal nnd nineral supephosphate, with guano -for
the dittogern, Is put in the drills-cost about $180 per acre !
Mr. Rintoul thinks the land cannot be made too rich for this
èrop, if planted early, as they wil! be out of the ground and
sold, beibre the disease attacks them. Planted in March,
tley are fit to dig by July 1st, and generally yield, et that
time, from 100 te 200 bushels an acre; later on, in August,
froi 350 te 400 bushels, but the smaller quannity pays best,
as young potatoes fetch a very high price, compared with
those thnt are fully matured.

-He is very particular as to bis seed, sending sclected
specimuns te late districts to be planted for him. Seed is
changed in this way every second year. "Every year would
be better, but every second year iL musi be donc."

Champions Mr. Rintoul considers to be the best late sort
grown, particúlarly in a wet season, as it is proof against the
discese. In a dr., season it docs not crop as well as the

Itegent; but frequently the latter is out down and the
Champion resiste.

Potatoes growvn from seed take three years te develop, and
arc not at their best till the fourth year. Cutting for seed
improves the quality of the crop; and the finest, starchiest
tubera always suffer most. The witness thinks it a bad plan
to plant small whole potatoes ; I coarser stuff will be had if
you do not grow from cuts every alternate year."

Mr. John .fay, Farningham, Kent, a very old acquain-
tance of the writer, stated: "I grow about 200 acres of
potatoes a year, on good strong land, with a chalk s"bsoil. I
grew Champions, 120 acres, first in 1877, with a few Regents
and Victorias. The two last were nearly all bad, but the
Champions resisted the disease. I get some fresh seed evory
year. I conside- they do best with us growing our own
two or three years, but I like to have fresh seed. One
potato crop follows another in about five êears. Mr. Nicoll,
gardener at Arbroath, N. Britain, raised the Champion
from seed. They have been good, as far as my observation
goes, all over the country. Last year, the worst ever known
since 1845, I do not believe there were 3 010 bad all over the
United Kingdom.

The cultivation of this root does not so much affect .ýs
immunity from disease, as the variety grown. I believe in
the theory, that a variety degenerates alr a certain number
of years. Potatoes that I recollect fifty years ago are now
quite out of cultivation. When th, Regent firsi came out it
kept as well as the Champion docs now, from wbieh I deduce
the conclusion, that the Champion in process of time will
keep getting worse. I do nob believe the best thing would
be, for Government to do anything, but for the itoyal Agri-
cultural Society, of England, and the Highland Society, of
Scotland, te offer valuable prizes for the introduction of n
sorts grown froin seed; it might be donc by Government, if
you like. but I should think it would almost be moro likely
te be done by the Societies. There is no doubt it would bu
a trouble some sort of business i and good judges must be
appointed. For instance, supposing you were to start a dozen
people growing them, and they all raised their own varieties,
they might be exchanged from one place to another.
Supposing, for example, that I raised nine or ten varieties,
and you did the same, another man did the same, all over
the country. In the next spring, about planting time, we
might exchange. and then the best sorts would soon be found
out. A good discrimination might be made in the third yecar.

I give the discased potatoes te bullocks and pigs. It is a
wcil known fact that the diseased potatoe bas as much starch
in it as a sound one, and it would be a folly to burn that.
My experience is, that diseased potatoes are better for cattle
than sound ones.'

The evidence of the well known chemist Dr. A. Voelcker
is more tùeoretical than practical-at first sight; but I think
we may glean from it the following hints for our guidance.

There is no known means of avoiding the attacks of the
disease : that is to say, you may apply any sort of manure,
farm yard or artificial, and still the crop will be aifected.
The experiments instituted by the Royal Agricultural
Society (England) a few ye.rs ago were quite decisive on
that point, but at the same time, good cultivation and early
planting will, with a proper supply of the necessary food of
the plant, help it te resibt the attacks of the disease. An
early supply of manure is a great assistance.

When the dung &c is apiied in the beginniig or spring,
and well worked in, so that it becomes part and parcel of the
land itself, the effect is superior to what it i8 when the sane
manure or mixture of manures is put in latxr. So, autuma
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