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Speoch of tho Hon. John Mclntesh at
the banquet tendored to him at
Montreal by his friends,
tho 3d April 1894, .

Mzn. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,

Mhero arvo times in a man’s lifo,
capecially in his political life, whon ho
is apt to fool that his frionds forsnke
him ; thero aro timcs whon & man fails
to comply with his frionds’ wishes,
oither by assisting them in somo way
or another ; or by being unuble to
redress someroal or imaginary wrong :
first booause ho is unabloe, and sccondly,
at other times whon it would not bo
in tho gonoral interest for him to do
so; and when theso circumstances
oceur, it is vory often attributed to
him that ho is ungrateful and forgotful
of tho many favors which ho hasrocoiv-
ed from timo to time at thoir hands,
No ono oughtto bo more grateful than
tho ono who has chosen a {)oljticul lifo;
one who has given himsolf.over {o tho
gervico of his country, and when in his
powor and in tho goneral interests ho
ought to bo the first to. acknowledgo
his postion of trust by being genorous
towards them. But this ovoning, M,
Chairman, 1 find that you have not
Inid henvify to my charge the sin of
political ingratitudo, for I find myself
at this grand and beautiful demonstra-
tion, surrounded by a great many of
my friends, not only of those who
boliove as I do politically,but by many
who diffe- from mo politically.

I have had the accoasion in the past
to contend on the hustings from county
to county with thoso gentlemon; I,
believing that I could serve my country
better by being a Conservative, on tho
other hand, they believing they could
do 8o by working with the Liberal
Party. They have_as good & right
to thoir opinion as I claim I had to
mino, and to-night 1 am proud to seo
my Liberal friends, here at this na-
tional gathering, and I hope wo shall
mako it an onjoyable feast for ovory
ono presont. This gathering, }r. Chair-
map, is & truly roprosontative one from
the City of Montreal, as well as from
the rural districts of this province,
and whilo I feol greatly pleased with
the character of this banquet, I should
fail in my duty,were I not to say that,
while you have the honov to preside
over such a gathoring of gontlomen,
it is also an honor for us to have you
act in tho capaocity, as Chairman,
not especially because you are the
chief magistrato of the greatest city in
the Dominion, but because you bave
an untarsished name For many yeays
you have token & deop interest in tho
civic matters of thiscity, you have also
taken an active part in our provincial
matters, and yot there is no stain on
your public lifo ? T eaid a fow moments
ago, Mr, Chairman, that we were a
truly 1opresentative body of men as-
sombled, here to-night, not only from
the City of Montreal, but from the
rural parts of this province, It is well
that it should be so, for, I believoe, that
tho intorcsts of both ought to be
blcnded together. I beliove it is im-
possible to have so prosperous a city
if tho agricultural interests are not in
a prosporous condition, and vice versd.
I bolieve that the agricultural inte.
rests are more prosper 18 when our
commercial centres are :n a flourish-
ing condition. If Iam right on this

oint, then I bolieve it necossary that
oth should work together for the
common welfare of all. I beliove &
now era hus bogun in this Province
and in tho Dominion which I believe
will tend to make this a moro pros
perous country aud moro romunera-

ing our dairy industry. This work was
begun somo years ago, under former
Governments, but I beliove no Govern-
mont has over deno 8o much as what
i8 being done at the present timo.
Groat oredit ought to bo given to the
prosont Minister of Agriculture, the
Hon. Lis,.Beaunbion,for the enorgetic and
practical way in which ho is pushing
this work forward. Thoere are now in
tho Provincoover four hundred & fifty
1450) Farmeors’ Clubs, all -»ell organised
and doing a good work, holding moet-
ings weelkly or overy two weeks, a8 the
cuge may bo, discussing amongst
themsolves the best mode to be adopted
in furming, which is to them a verit-
ablo school for tho farmers and their
gons ; whoro thoy can oxchange
thoughts and ideas with ono and other,
We havo come to realiso this faot, that
we must work more intelligently than
wo huve in tho past, if we want to
keop paco with other countries, which
are strong competitora in tho sameo
market whoro we have to dispose of
our products., Theso clubs tend to
nssist us in learning how to cheapon
tho prod ciion and maintain & good
quality of such articles as wo havo
to find a market for. Theso clubs also
tend to bring farmers closer toge-
thor and a8 it wore concentrato their
idens together. Wo aleo havo a fow
public lecturorsin tho Province, whoso
duty it is to occasionally givo a lecture
on farming undor tho auspices of these
clubs. We also have a great many men
in our country who have tho intorests
of tho Ag:iculturists at hearl; who
dovote a groat deal of their timo,
without any remuneoration whatever,
to attondinfg those farmers moetings
and give a lecture or rcad a papor on
different subjoots pertaining to farm-
ing  Wo have au opportunity at these
galhorings to toll tho farmers that it
puys bettor to go largely into bulter-
and cheese-making than any othor
branch of farming. The reason, Mr,
Chairman, is this: Providenco has
favored us with a favorable climate,
good grazing,well watored land,and we
have already domonstrated, as I will
show you in & very fow moments, that
haveallthe intolligenco roquired to we
manufacture an excollent articlo of
both butter and cheese, so that we
wo aro able to compete successfully
with any country in the world as to
quality. Wo also have an opportunity
at those Farmers' Clubs to say that a
man who does not millc his cows ten
months a year is not farming with as
much intelligonco as ho might do. We
can also say that the man who does
not get a rovenu of 850,00 a year
from cach cow,hag either got tho wrong
breed of cows or he is not raising on
his farm tho proper kinds of succu-
lent food to enablo that cow to pro-
duco the right quantity and quality of
millk. Wo can nlso take tho advantage
at thoso meotings of saying that the
farmor who only keeps fifteen or
twonty head of cattlo the year
round on a farm of one hundred
acros doos not prove himself to be o
benefactor to his race, for we toach
him an object lesson right there, and
point out to him many who succeed in
keeping ncarly double that quauntity
on thosnme number of acres. An object
lesson ig what is wanted, Mr. Chairman,
in dealing with the Agricultural Class,
and a few practical farmers do an im
menso good in the surrounding lo-
calitics, where they are situated. I
beliove, Mr. Chairman, that the day is
not far distant whon this Province
alone will export more butter and
cheeso than has been exported by the
whole Dominion in 1893.

Thero is such a movement now
going on which cannot fail to reach
that preportion which I have just

stated,and if ovor thore was a timothat
wo needod tho co-operation of tho com-
morceinl peoplo in the city of Mont-
real, it is tho prosent time, and that is
to assist us in maintaining quality
and having our goods reach the c.n-
sumer in tho differont markets whore
our goods aro sold in ns frosh and ac-
coptable a condition as possible. Tho
question of inspcetion of butter and
cheeso hirs ofton been undor consider-
ation in tho Logislaturo at Quebeo but
n8 yot no action has beon taken; 1
mean this inspection to be ouo miade
whon %oods are shipped and these
goods randed under the inspector's
rand, How far wo can goin this
dircetion I am untble to eay, or whe-
ther it would bo of any advantage to
us, but I be.eve if wo can produce
fine goods thoro ought to bo some way
in which those goods can bo protected,
and thereby cncourago tho manufac.
turer to keop quality uppormost in his
mind. I do not think, gentlomen, that
I have over cst,imatmi; the amount of
pounds of butter and checse this pro-
vinco is ablo to produce,and I am sure
I havo not oxaggorated as to the qua-
lity. I propose now, Mr. Chairman,
to strongthon somo of my romarks by
reforring to the World's Columbian
Exposition at Chicago and then show
what success wo have obtained Ly
putling our cxhibits from this pro-
vinco, composed of all products of
tho soil, horses and cattlo ; comparing
thom with othor countries who were
thero, and showing tho resources of
their country to tho best advantago.
Before doing so, let mo say that this
province, as woll as tho Dominion of
Cunads, wore well treated by our
neighboring Reopublic, the United
States, sharing tho same advantages
as other countries and with the same
facilities as to space and position as
any State in the Union; and, person-
ally, I had tho hearty co-operation of
colleagues in the Cabinet and ecspe
cially of the Ministor of Agriculture,
whoso department was moro imme-
diately concerned. I had also an Ad-
visory Board, composed of men who
had largo oxporiencu in exhibition
matters; therefore, with a Govern-
ment who had confidence in my worl,
sud an Advisory Board such as I have
mentioned, success was almost sure to
follow, Time would fuil me were Ito
mention particularly the different
courts occupied by the Province of
Quebec : our fruit ozhibit, our mi-
nerals, our agricultural products, our
educational oxhibit, and our forestry.
I would only say that no Canadian vi-
siting the Exhibition would be asham-
¢d to acknowledgo, while viewing
those difforent oxhibits, that he camo
from tho same country where those
were produced. For horses and cattlo,
especially our cattle, wo were very
succossful. Taking the Ayrshire breed
alone, prizes in money to tho amount
of ton hundred and thirty dollars;
in all, on cattle, we succeoded in
taking twenty-seven prizes, many of
them boing first prizes, and two swoep-
stakes, Great credit isdue to those who
contributed by sonding their cattle
and horses,as it required many months
in getting those cattle prepared and
fitted so that they would appear to as
ood advantage as possible. I believe,
v. Chairman, that they have got
their reward, besides doing a vast
amount of good to the Provinco. To-
day the demand for dairy-breeds of
cattle and tho success ‘7o obtained
with our Ayrshires bas, I believe,
doubled the value and increased tho
demand of the young male animals of
cithor Ayrshires or Jerseys.
Mr. Chatrman I will now confine
my address tv butter and cheese. OQur
first competition took place iu the

month of June, and although our ox-
hibit of cheese was not largo, in num-
bors, wo hvero very successful, Out of
sevonty cheeso wo took fifty-two me-
dals, Such marked succoss as that was
& groat surprise to many, but I koow
those cheeses had been carefully so-
leotod by my friond, Mr. H. S, Foster,
of i{nowlton ; not only selectod, but ho
had suporvised the manufucturo of
thoso cheeses, and his untiring efforts
[ folt would prove successful. I might
say hove, Mr, Chairman, that our ox-
hibit of choeso and butter wore undor
the charge of Col. O. P. Patten whilo
on Exhibition; and I assure you whon
thoso cheesos were prosented to the
judges, they appoarcd to as good ad-
vantago as possible, When tho awards
wero made public, tho Chiengo Pross
commonted vorr strongly on the
position Canada had taken, and some
newspapors went so far as to say that
this was a snapped vordict, as tho
cheese had been judgod by two Cana-
dians and ono American, wondorin
at the same time why Quebce ha
takon so many medals., Whilo roading
these comments in the nowspapers
one would be led to think : where is
tho Provinco of Qucbec situated?
That alone Mr, Chaivman taught moa
losson, and that is, that wo hero in
this Provinco do not talk onough
about our own country. Why; Sir, 1
found that the peoplo of each State of’
the Union wore always talking about
thomsolves, and whon they found no-
thing more to say about their own
Stato, they talked about tho Union as
o whole. It was stated in the daily
press of thet city what they would
do when the fall competition took
placo, (which would be in Octobor)
and how thoy would show Canadians
who wero oatitled to have the name
of making fino cheese. Our answor
to their disappointment a challenge
was that the Dominion of Canada
bad come to the World's Fuir with
their products on the first ot May,
and wo intended to stay six months,
and when the month of Ociobor came
round we would again bo there with
an oxhibit of cheese ready to meet
them.

The month of October soon came,
Mr. Chairman, and the Province of
Queobes was there with one hundred
and thirteon cheese from one hundred
and thirteen exhibitors.

The judges selected to do the work
at this competition were two Ameri-
¢an and one Canadian judge and omt
of the ono hundred and thirtoen
cheese, from the Province of Quebee,
wo wore awarded one hundred und five
medals, only eight of this lot did ot
scove points enough to ontitlo them w
amedal. I mightadd that out of this
test, five of our cheese scored 99%
points, out of a possible one hundred

oints : almost perfect cheese Mr.

bairman., Throe of theso were ex-
hibited from French parishes in this
Province. We bad anothor test of
cheese made in 1892, which was over
one year old. Oat of forty-five cheeso,
which we had on exhibition, forty-
one scored high enough to be entitled
to a medal. Putting those figures alto-
gother, you will find that at the diffe-
rent times of competition we had in
all on exhibition 228 cheoses and we
took 198 medals.

In butter we did not doas well. It
had been shipped in refrigerator c¢ars
from Montreal to Chicago, but pre-
viomsly having to come from differont
parts of the Province, and taking inall
tho time it was in transit, we are-con-
fident it lost somewhat in flavour. Bat
notwithstanding the distance we had

to ship this perishable article, we were



