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NORTHERN MESSENGER:

boy James, eight ‘years old, in his arms,
This poor little fellow contrived to extri~
cate himself from the death grasp of his fa.
ther, and, in the darkness, to escape to the
shelfer of some scrub, where he wandered
about till daylight. Fearing to be detected
by the natives, he kept himself concealed
till the pange of hunger could no longer be
endured. Then he entered a house, empty
}mtdnot destroyed, where he found some
ood,

But his little heart was longing to ascer-
tain the fate of his family; and in spite of the
danger he went back to his 0ld home, The
dead bodies still lay on the ground, and at
last he found his mother In the little out-
house, to their mutual surprise and delight.
She had been wounded by the natives and
had been left for dead, but had managed
after a time to creep back to the house.

Here the brave boy contrived to sustain
her forseveral days upon eggs and whatever
clse he could forage ; but the unfortunate
lady was so desperately wounded thgt she
felt that she could not long survive without
assistance. )

She procured a card and a pencil from
her dead husband’s pocket, and after four
hours’ labor and many failuresshe contrived
to wrife o few lines beseeching for help.
But thenearestsettlement was six milesaway
and the whole country was overrun by
hostilenatives, Flow could she agk her little
boy, only eight years old, and weak with
hunger and suffering, to lenve her and to
carry her letter to town?

Jut James though young and weak, was
brave and loved his mother, Giving her
one kissand supplying her with what food he,
could find, he concealed the little note
about his dress and went away upon his al-
most hopeless errand, No doubt he was
followed by his mother’s prayers—no doubt
he prayed himself that God would help him
to find friends to take care of his suffering
mother. .

And he did find such friends, even before
he reached the town., He was met by a
party who were scouring the country in
search of any missing settlers, These men
with all haste procured a litter and gently
cnrried the poor eufferer to a place of safety,
She was tended with the greatest care and
rallied for a time, so that hopes were enter.
tained of her recovery, Butshe had suffered
too much, mentally and bodily, A few
weeks later the end came,and she succumbed
to the terrible injuries she had received,

Little James, thus left without parents or
sisters, was sent to England, where loving
zela.tives received the orphan boy.—Chailer-
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SUNDAY.SCHOOLS IN BELGIUM,

DY BLANCHE MERLE D’AUBIGNE,

Sunday-schools in Belgium have to con-
tend with two ditliculties, on one side the
opposition of Roman Catholic parents, who
prevent their children from attending the
schools, or total indifference of fathers and
mothersto any form of religiousinstruetion.
If the Iatter be the case, the children are al-
lowed to go to the misionary Sunday-
schools, but having no encouragement at
home, are often unruly and irregular schol-
ars, Most of the converted members of the
churches, on the other hand, take a real in-
terest in the apiritual welfare of their chil-
dren, and the church Sunday-sehools are
regularly attended by attentive and orderly
children,

The Christian missionary chmreh of Bel-
gium has- fifty-nine Sunday-schools, with
about 2,350 scholars and 160 tenchers.
Thirty.cight of those schoels are attended
mostly by children of members of the
churches, The others are missionary
schools. In the mining and manufacturing
districts many of our ehildren are pre-
vented: from attending the school on ac-
count of their having to work all Satur-
day night, and often on Sunday itself,
and that even among children from twelve
to fourteen years of age. The church
Sunday.echools assemble in the morn-
ing an hour before chureh, and many
of the hard working children remain for
church, The superintendent is generally a
Inyman, the teachers hard-working uen and
women, who hnve neither time nor leurning

‘enough to study the lesson very scientifical~

ly, but who haye the desire to be faithful,
and to lead their children to Christ. Here
at Jumet it is hard to realize that most of
these men, dressed in neat black clothes

and spotless shirts, bending toward the lit-
tle ones before them, spenking to them so
tenderly, are miners, working on week days
from 6 a, m, to 6 p. m., some of them six-
teen hundred feet underground, with grimy
faces, dirty clothes, and among drunken
and dissolute companions, Many of our
Sunday-schools follow the International
Lesson ; the children have a great taste for
musie, and sing very heartily,

The missionary Sunday-schools assemble
in the afternoom. Many of the converts
feeling that after their conversion they
must do something to spread the glad tid-
ings, seize this opnortunity to work for their
Master, so they get a few planks, place them
on chairs in -their kitchens, gather in the
children of the neighbors and tell them over
again the story they have once taught at
the morning Sunday.school. To these poor
children it is all new, they listen willingly
and sing very heartily if not always correct-
ly. These schoolsare a great blessing in
every way, and thereare nine of themin our
parish, “ Even if I was not a believer my-
gelf,” said a father of ten children, not long
ago, “I should send all my children to the
Sunday-school for the sake of the peace it
brings in the household from one Sunday
to another.” Often the children themselves
become little missionaries, A man oue day
asked a teacher to explain to him the way
of salvation. “I could tell you,” was the
answer, “but I had rather you put the
question to one of my Sunday scholars.”
He called in a few little Roman Catholic
neighbors who attended the Sunday class al
his house, and the man asked them to tell
him how he could be saved. He was so
astonished and pleased at their answers and
at the power of the Glospel over their hearts
that he resolved on the spot to seek to be a
follower of Jesus Christ,

This summer Ispent a Sunday at Liege,
As T was standing at a door I remarked a
very little girl carrying a Bible, a hymn
book and an umbrella, her Sunday-echool
Jeaflet and a bundle of tracts. She was en-
deavoring not to let anything fall, and still
to keep hold of her baby brother’s hand,” I
offered to hold her things while she got him
down the steps, and when this was done she
began to dispose of a part of her burden in
various pockets, ‘

“ What are those tracta for 7" I asked.

% Well, miss,” she gaid, “I know the
Gospel ; I learn about Jesus in these ; but
at my school there are hardly any little girls
that know about the right religion; and you
see as [ am the only one that knows about
it I must tell them ; so I give them tracts
and ask them to come to Sundsy-school.”
So, taking her umbrella in one hand and
her little brother’s fist in the other, the two
little tots marched away, and I said to my-
gelf :  * Except ye turn and become as little
children, ye shall in no-wise enter into the
kingdom of heaven,” Near uslives a large
family of six boys and one girl, none of
whom until quite recently had ever been
to a service or meecting of any kind. One
of them, little Rene, a child of ten, now
goes every day after school to take care of
a child in a Protestant family. He was
sent with the oldest child one Sunday to
Sunday-school, and leaving him in the in-
fant class, sat on a bench to wait. Ile heard
the Bible storys the pretty hymns, and
joined in the prayers, and was so touched
with-it all that, on going home, he spoke to
hig father, mother and brothers about it,
ad got some of them to go with him on
the following Sunday ; and now nearly all
of that household are regular attendants of
church and Sunday-school. It wonld he a
great pleasure to us to feel that some
American Christians were praying and
thinking about our 'Sunday-schools, 1
never realized until I came here, what it is
to work in a country where, with the ex-
ception of two to three familics, everybody
is poor—very poor. The men get about
two or three francs a day in the coal mines,
the children fifty centimes to & franc—it is
barely enough not to starve on. At the
Christmas tree I innocently suggested the
necessity of buns, apples, or sweets, but
here all” these things are considered impos-
sible . luxuries. There is no money for
benclies, hymn books, or lenflets—it is al-
ways the same melancholy story.—N., Y.
Observer. »

—_————

Every CHRISTIAN i3 a representative of
Christ,. The Sunday-School teacher is in
the stend of Christ. e teaches not for the
superintendent, not for the Church, not for

society, not for himself, but for Jesus Christ,

Jesus can not be in the class himself, and so
he sends his disciple.to speak his words, and
manifest his temper. For this we shall
need His heart of sympathy, His yearning
tenderness, His mighty love.~Tn Him there
was no tinge of selfishness, no self-seeking,
no craving for popularity, or shrinking from
service, At His post Ie kept, not from
compulsion, or mere choice, but from a
sfrong fellow feeling, a magnanimous sym-
pathy, a Divine charity, which bound Him
to man, and kept Him at His daily toil.

HAVE ALL THE SCHOLARS of your class
Bibles of their own ? If not, why not !

. ———
SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS,
Sept. 18.~Matt, 7 : 13-29,

attractions of religion more than the terrors,
bnt he did use the dangers of the evil way
to warn men from it, and he uttered most
golemn warnings, as in this lesson, in order
that by the application of every possible
motive, men might be persuaded to enter
the kingdom of God. In view of the king-
dom whose principles have just been taught,
there are two ways for men to choose. The
scholars should be made to see this choice
clearly, Illustrations, The case of sliding
down hill, the diflicnlty of climbing up, I
have read somewherea legend of a wretched
man, one of nature’s monstrosities, the tip
of whose tongue wasa snake’s head, In
his sleep the hideous reptile lay coiled with-
in, but his breathing was a low and omin-
ons hiss. When he attempted to speak, the
monster thrust itself out in wavy vibrations,
hissing, Dbiting, stinging. A fitting symbol
of the professing Christian who has the in-
consistencies of his brethren at his tongue’s
end, and their excellences never,—Profussor
Phelps.

How possible it is to do some of the out-
ward works of religion,~—those which do not
require & spiritnal experience, or com-
manion with God,~and yet have no true
religion and fail of entering heaven.
Noah’s carpenters helped to build the ark,
but did not enter it to be saved from the
flood, When the Eddystone lighthouse was
to be re.built, Winstanley, the noted en-
gineer, contracted to rear a stracturs which
should withstand the assaults of time and
tempests., So confident was his faith in the
showy structure of his own skill, that he
offered to lodge in it with the keeper,
through the antumnal gales. He was true
to his word, But the fieat treméndous
tempest which caught the flimsy light-house
in the hollow of its hand hurled both build.
ing and builder into the foaming sea, We
fear that too many souls are rearing their
hopes for eternity upon the sands of
error ; when the testing floods come, and the
winds beat upon their house, it will fall, and
sad will be the fall thereof.—Theo L. Cuyler.
—-Deloubet’s Select Notes,

THE LESSON STORY.

Jesus went on in this wonderful sermon
to tell his disciples~how they might enter
heaven. There are two roads; oneisa very
broad way, and many people are walking
in it ; thisis the way of sin. The other,
which is the way of God’ service, is very
narrow,  and has a gate so small that we
cannot take any of our sins through it ; but
this is the only way by which we can hope
to enter into eternal life, Jesus next
warned his disciples agninst people who pre-
tend to a goodness which is not real. Just
as a tree can be known by its fruits, so these
people can be known by their acts, for a
good person, like & geod tree, cannot show
evil fruits, He told them that not those
who call themeselves Christians, but those
who do right, will enter into Ged’s heavenly
kingdom, ] ‘

Then he ended his sermon by showing a
picture of two men: one who built his
house on & rock, where the storm could not
shake it ; the other who built his house on
the sand, and the waves washed it away.
The house on the rock was like him who
heard and obeyed these words of Jesus ; the
other was like him who  heard, but did not
obey them, sure to fail and be lost at last.
Jesus is the Rock which can never be moved.
Ha is called the * Rock of Ages,” and the
#8ure Foundation.”. But this world is
like the shifting sand. We cannot trust its
promises. It gives to.day and takes away
to-morrow. The soul that rests upon any-
thing but Jesus will be shaken and over-

thrown at last,

T

Jesus used hope more than fear, and the |-

"' Then after his sermon Jesus came down
from the mountain, whilé-all the people
wondered at the good words which he had
spoken,—Dercan Series. ‘
P e,
©  SCHOLARS’ NOTES,

. {From International éuealion Book.).
LESSON XIL—SEPTEMBER 18,
SOLEMN WARNINGS,—MATT, 7 13-29,
ComMIT VERSES 13, 1,

GOLDEN - TEXT.
Every tree that bringath not forth good

fruit i8 nawn down and east '@~
Mot goh8 st into the fire,

CENTRAL TRUTH.
.Yél‘ho way of life and the way of death—choos?

DAILY READINGS.

M. Mnatt, 7: 13-20,
T.  Matt 23:1.14
W,  DMatt, 23: 13-28,
Th, 1dJor, 82993,
B Mait, 25 5 14-30,
Sa,  Matt, 25 ¢ 31-46,
Sua, John 15; 1-17,

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES,

18, P'HE STRAIT GATE —the narro
dlflicult, gate, The gnte'is the way to ?Tém'%‘ﬁ
and to life, It is narrow of necessity. If we-
would 100k at the north star we must look in
one direction, There are millions of other di-
rections, but every one leads away from the
north star, 4. FEW THERE BRE TILAT FIND 11—
there were few then, butit will not always be
80, Ivery one can find it who seeks carnestly,
16, FALSE Proprurrs—those who pretend to
speak from God, Or 1o teach his truth, .Lut,
really mean to teach error and destroy the (os-
pel.  IN SHEKP'S CLOTHING . . , WOLVRS—
hiding great evil under the appearance of inno-
cence. 16, BY TIIKIR FRUITS—the test of a tree
Is always the frull it bears; so it is of n doetring
orreligion. 17. GOOD TRER , , , GOOD WU
—the outer life is the oulgrowth of the Inner, &g
fruft grows out of the tree, 19, IS 11EKWN DOWN
—those who do evil will be destroyed. Thetr
‘only good use 18 after they are dead ang harm -
noone, asa warning. 21, NoT EVERY oNE, ate,
—many Lhat talk and profess will not be sived
but, only those who obay as well as talk. o
ElOUSE UION A ROOK—in thie ICust many fiouses
are huilt by the water-courses which nra dry in
summer, but are subject to sudden Noods which
sweep away all houses bullt on the sand in the
valley, but cannot touch those on tlhe rock
above, They seem safe tiil the floads come
TH K rock—Jesus Christ, 20, T ESAND—(lcelings,
professions, self-righteonsness. 28, DOCIRIN 1
—teaching, 2. AS UAVING AUTHORITY—Christ,
Leing God, knows all things about heaven and
zoodness and the future; and he speaks whit
he knows, not what be has only rensoned
out. SCRIBES — teachers in the synagogues
who interpreted and reasoned aboul the Serp.'

L]

tares,
QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.—What was the subject, of Lhel
Inst lesson® What were some of the illustra-
Lloius Christusedf Whatrale of life did he give
us

SUBJECY : SOLEMN WARNINGS AND EN.
TRIEATIES,

I. AGAINST TUE BROAD ROAD TO DESTRUC.
PTION (V8. 13, M).—What two ways are deseriheqd
in these versesi Meunning of “strait?? "I'o what,
does the narrow way lead! Who is the way i
(John 14:6.) Where does the broad voad lead?
What is it 1o travel on this road?t Whieh road
do most people travel?
in view of these Incts?
11:12)

What reasons can you give why the way to
life is narrow, while the way to destruciion
Is broadt s the wiy to all the best things,
as Lo prosperity, education, charaeter and use.
fuiness, uarrow? Will it always be true Lhat
tiie many are in the broad road, and the lew ip
the narrow? . .

11. AGAINST FALSE PROPHETS (vs, 15-20).—
What are ' false prophets ¥ § In what way o
they usually conmet Who are meant by the
sheep heret Whaby tho wolvest Howcanwe
tell who are the false tenchers? (v.16.) Duoes
the fruit always apperr at irst? What is re-
presented by the good tree here!  What by the
truitst (Gal 5: 22, 235 1 Cor 15: 1-8) Wunl is
the relatiou between the fraits and the tree §
How does this show the relntion between
faith and workst  (James 2:18,22) How nmay
we bear good frait? (John 1534, 6.) What be-
E:onlbm)s of those who will not bear good truiyy
v. 19,

111 AGAINST FATSE HobES (va, 2183, —~Who
cannot cuter Christ’s kingdom 1 (v, 21.) \Who
can enter?  What Is the “will" of our Fathery
What kind of works cau one do, and yet
not be a Christinnt (v. 22) What kind
prove that oue isa Ubristiani  (Gal. 5: 22, 23;
I Cor, 13 :4-8,) Can you show the reason fop
this ¢

IV, AGAINST FALSE FOUNDATIONS (vs, 21-20),
—Who are likened to » house on a roek? 1o
what dangers are houses in the Enst subjected §
Who is the Roek for us (e butid on? (I Cor,
8: 1) What is It to bulld on Cbrist? (John
16:7;8:16,) What are the floods and storig
that assall st Who are likened to the house
on the sandt How long will it seem as good as
the house on the rocic!  What will show the
differencet What Is it for us to build on the
sabnd 1 (Maly, 5:20; 2 Tim. 3:5; Matt,
3:9) How will our hopes be tested? = What
did the people think of Cbrist’s teachingt
whylcoum ho speak with authority? (Jubu
3: 1-18)

What shonld we do
(Luke 13:21; Maut,

LESSON CALENDAR,
THIRD QUARTE, 1887,

7.—Josus in Galilee, Matt, 4 :17.25,
14.—The Bentitudes, Matt, 5:1-10.

. Aug. 2L.—Jesus and the Law,  Matt, 5:17-20,
9. Aug, 28.—Dlety Without Display, Matt. 61 1-15.
10, Sept. 4.—~Trust in our Heavenly Futher.

Matt, 6:24-84,

11. Sept. 11.-~Golden Precepts, Matt. 7:1-12,
12. Sept, 18.—Solemn Warning. Matt, 7:13-20,
14, Sept, 25.—leview, Tomperance, Rom, 15 :8.14.

6. Aug.
7. Aug.
8,

Missions, Matt. 4 :12-16,
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