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A.BEFUTATION OF THE CHARGE OF RELI-
Gl0US PERSECUTION URGED AGAINST
THE CATHOLIC RELIGION;

Baiog an abridgoment of his fourth letter to a Pre-
bendary; by ths Right Rev. Joha Milner, D.D, F.S. A,

. {Coxtixozn,)

‘Wsa now procoad to general councils, on which $head
a sommon cotation is the third canon of the fourth La-
wxan counci, held 1n 1215, which excommunicated all
hgretics, and orderod that they should be delivered ep to
the secular power to undergo due punishment, and that
the latter should be obliged, under pa:n of ¢.clesiastical

:
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remembored, that in the eatalogue 6f heresius which
have prevailed o differcnt ages, there was ane of so itn
prous, 30 purfidiouy. & soinfumous o nature, & tbove all

{50 destructive of the human gpocies, thata pogan goveraw

ment would have betrayed its duty, which neglected to
extirpate it by firc and sword.  Such were the heretics

compiamn, were decreed by a concurrence of 1he civil
and occlusiastical pawer, inthe fourth Council of Liatoran.

Tho system of which I have been speakirg, whatever
might beits origin among pngans, was introduced awang
Christians by Cerdon, Marcion,} and other Gnostics, in
tho age immediately following that of tho apostles. The
person, however, who reduced it into form, and wag
chiefly instrumental in propagating it, was the Persian

teuet of it was the doctrine of tno principles, or deities ;
one, the author of good spirits, of the Now Testament,
&c. ; the other, of bad spirits, of tho flesh ; of the old
law, and of the Old Tesiament, Heace by a necessary
consequence.fowed the impieties and abominarions abovo

agusures, and the loss of their Iaads, 10 extitpicte all hes
relics resident upon them. It is true, one of our ancient
Ristoriaus. denies that thess canons in general word the
acw of the council jtself:} end that of one of the most
learned Protesiant divines assorts that the canon ahove
quoted, in particular, is spurious.}

Wuhout, however,enteging into those discussions, it is
pror .z toslate, that there is an essontial difference, with
respect even to genoral councils, between definsng arti
dles of faith, such as those are which condemn the im-
pieties of the Aligonses, 1n tho first canon of thiscouas
wl, and ordering exierior points of discipline, such as
thoee 10 question, are m the third canon. The former
are considered as immutable truths,and regard the whole
Church. The Iatter are frequenily limited, with respeet
both to umo nnd to place, and have no force whatever
apon individuals, untl they are recewed and pudlished
ia the several parts of Chustendom 3 by the civil power,
sa what regards civil matters, and by the ecclesmstical,
# whot appertaias to the Church,  Thus many cxterior
ardinancos of discipline, which were decreed in the last
Qoncra.I Councit ot Trcn{, not having been recetved in
thw hungdom, in France and in many other countries,
afe not therein considered as obligatory by the strictest

Catliolies.  And thus the canon 1 question, admitting -

At 1o be geouino, & to have been received in some places
formerly, with respect to the particular case for which it
was decreed, has confessedly no furce now inany part of
the Church, as thosc can testify who have travelled o
Catholic countries.® In thenext place, weobserve with
o cuntinuator of Fluery, that the ordinances of this
oouncil with regard to temporal matters, such as the
eorporal pumshment of heretics, the depasition of magis-
teates and feudatory princes, particularly of the Earl of
Youlouse, who was herc glanced at. were made with
the eoncurrence of those who had cumpetent aathority in
thess matters. I speak of the different temporal sovor-
«cigas of Christendom, most of whom atiended this coun«
ot 1u person, orby their ambassadors, particularly the
emporors of Germany and Constantinople, the kings of
England, France, Hungary, Arragon, Sicily, Jerusalem,
and Cyprus, with a greAt number of infetior potentates.t
Lostly to epeak of thic jus “caof this cunon 3 stis 1o be
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© tMat. Paris rd dict. an. {Collier's Ece. Hist, vol. i. p. 424,
L

icial acts still extant, proved to have been held by tha
Manichaans ; their denial of Christ’s incarnation, their
 defiling the volum2sof the Bible and the plate of the
altar, their avowed system of perjury, their condemu-
ing the uso of all anima® food as impure, and still more
' the propagetionof maokind,as eoncurring to the work of
the evil deity, whilst they let loose the reins to every sen-
'suality which was not produciive of that importaot end.
‘This heresy, like most others, branched outinto a great
varicty of sccts,and assumed diflerent names ; the cur.
rent, however, of its leading doctrines is clearly traced,
through tho countries which it has principslly infected,
from tlie infancy of the Church down to a late peried
in tho middle centuries.

It was against theso pests of wociety and humao na.
ture, that fires were first lighted ia the west, not. however,
by n pope, or any other churchman, but by the religious
King of France, Robert, in 1022; and it was to sepress
and ront out these, when, confiding in their numbecs and
the power of their protectors, they proceeded to propa-
gate their opinions by tho sword, burning down churel:-
cs and monasteries, and and perpetruting indiecriminale
slaughter on all ages, degrees, and sexes, that the crue
sade of our Simon de Montford and the inquisition were
set on (oot, and 1he canons passed. Mosheim, speakiog
of the Albigenses, Turlupins, Begieds, or brethren
of the free spirit, us they called themselves, in
the 13th century, says: “Gertain writers, who have ac-
customed themselves 1o entertain a h.gh idea of the sancs
tity of all those who, inthe middle ages, separated them-
selves from the Churen [ Rome, surpect the inguisitors
of having attributed falsely impious doctrines to.the bre-
thren of the free spirit.  But tlug ruspicion is entirely
groundless, &c....Their shocking violationof decency,
was  conequenco of their pernicious system, They
luvked upon decency and modessy s mnrks of inward
corruption.. .Certain enthusiasts among them maintain.

%o horrible wr atrocious.”—Eccles. Hist, vol, iif. p,
984, Mnclaine’s translation, Sce, also, tho Protesiant
Cen/uriators, and the Dictionarium of Cooper, Bishop

*Sec the answer to Abarncthy, by Bishop Hay; snd Dor.
rel's case sthted, in answer to C. Lesley, &c.
. tFleuryy Hiat, K. Contin, 1 mxvii. {145, ¢ ¢ or .
3 Veriul. advers. Mercionem. : v

ugainst whom thase asveriting, of which Protéstants|

‘heresinrch, Manes, in the third century. The leading|

alluded to, which all contemporary writers, acd the jud-

ed, that the belicver could not sin, et his conduct beever]
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From tho pefsccution of sha Xlbigansés, wa fiasson te
those exeécﬂg’d'ngainsl Wycliff nqﬁ_ﬂu’u, by the Coun~
Cil'of Conytince.  As to the formag afi these it is usnal
among Protestant.writers to extol his courage snd vigoat
of mind, éxcuso his etrora, and copdemg ths impojent
vengeance of the aodncil, M ‘dauﬁin’g ‘his boded 3o sbe
bureit! A spiritof candougs haweygr, would lead to the
Adiscovery. of something like toleration in"ihe conduet of
itose, who, whulst they condemnod' Wycliffs artors, 186t
his person unpunished and unmolested during the whole
of huslife, and an ithpdrtial view of the dreadful sfiebia
of his-doctrine in this and other couniries, would hawe'
-disclosed,.in the ordinanes of the council against his ba-
mory and remains, not an act'of vengeance; but & wism
and salutary instruétion to ankind, i '

Few inflammatorywriters havé approached (o the sedis
uous excesses of Wycliff, where T teaches the pyophé,
that if they ean distover any morts! ‘sin, thkt is to say,
any signal.violation of sobriety, ch'&sfity, piety, mesknsas,
or humility, in theif rectot, bishoy, magistiate, ot sovers
eign, they areat fiberty to discloim Hi¥ authority; ®od
‘depose him if ‘be'in their'pbwer;® ot have, like’ him
instpucted us, thet e are not obliged 18 pey our taxes or
ourdithes, or to regard any laws or statutes, unleds'thé
jostico of them can be demonstrated” from Scripture it or
have.proclaimed the sinfulness of .tlis clérgy posses.
sing any. temporal . property, shd tiimuliuously cal-
led upon the peoplo to assis: in despailing them of .}
I pass lighily over a great number of ottter impious aus
seditious tenets of Wycliffy and his-ohief disciples, John
Ashton, Nichojas Hereford, Willjam Swynderberry, &e.
tonding 15 the. desysuction of all rgtig}gxg_,nqxurpl aswell as
revealed,and to general robbery, massacre, & anarchy ;
such as that God qught to obey.the Deyil;§ thatall hu-
man actions happen by incirigab{c necessity;j| that litera-
ty institutions, such as colleges and upiversities, are dha-
bolical ;Y] that it is uglawful 10 pray’in_churcbes, or e
\keep holy the Lord’s day;*® that il ecclesiastics are guil-
ty of any sin, their temporal princes oughi o0 cut off
their heads ; and that .f the prince himself be guily of
sin, it is the business of the people to punish him ++°
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* “Nyllus est dominus civillis,nolivg episcopus, nullus pre-
Jatus dum est in peccato mortalii.”” Opiniones et Conclusiones
Mag. M.Wychff, error 7, Kuyghton, col. 2645 ; Walsmng.
Hist. Ang. p. 283, ' i T
1 +Ubi leges humano non fundantur in Scriptora Sacra eud
diti nou tenentur obedire.”—Walsipg. Ibid, .
1 +Est contra Scripturam Sscram quod viri ecclesiastiei he-
beant temporales possessionce.’— Kuyght. col. 2648, «Nen-
quam erit bong pax in regnaisto, quosgue temporalia iva
nuferantura viris eclesiasticis, ct iceo rogavat populum, mawi
bus extensis, ut unusquisque adjuvaret in ista toatenad'—
Walsingham. p. 284, o
} “Dena debet obedire Diabolo.”—Hmres. Wyelyff, Knyght
col. 2648, . - "
B Art, 27, Wrycl. Condenn.  In Concil. Constan, .
9 1bid, axt. 29, *+ Hypodig. Walsing. p. 557.
#*Quod s persona ccclesiastica deliguerit, et 56 noh am.
endavent, hetym o8t dorunus sqeulanbus. hujusmodi radere
peeseapular. Si ¢yminus tegiporalis deliguerit.ticitum est po
ularabs ipsuin corrgere."—Kynght. col. '2657. A lekrned
sestant doctor, spebking of the Iawr Spainst thete fnnova.

v

1013, 8878, #*1t Was-nol for ther specaialitg apinioan, congider
«ed purely as such, that the followers of Wycliff were prose
cuted, becavse, in certain Tespects, they maiafatned “ofiinichy
derogatory-1o the righta of princes, Tdjurious to society, aud
cantrary 1o the Iaws 1 foree.” . He.progeeds 1o guotg Arobh
bishop Parker (Antig Bntan ) in proof that “the jawe wad-
agawst them wer ncceestiv, of dccomit of the tumults they
otcasioned and the- tersor thay were ofito citil govéumany”
—Tir. Fiedes's Life.of Gard. §\olsey, pp: 53,99,
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