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Teacher; and apart from the question of the Churcles wealth or
poverty. By as mnay as wvould not be connected with the
Church of' Christ if it wvere poor, the real Xingdoxn of Christ bas
fewer citizens than it appears to have.

Another reason for this voluntary poverty of Christ is inwthe
prevailing vice of Ris day, %yhich, from ail wve can find, was
avarice. More than. once our Lord directly exposed this ev'il,
accusiDg the Scribes, Pharisees, and Lawyers of having passed
over judgment and 'the love of God, and, full of extortion and
excess, binding on mnen's shoulders grievously heavy burdens.
The saine thing appears also in the deinand which Christ made,
in xnany cases literally insisted upon, that those who would be
Ris disciples mnust forsake ail and follow Hiru. The fraternal
communisrn of the first apostolic, years was the outgrowth of
Christ's own exaniple and spirit in this matter, for those who
had lands and goods sold them. and laid the price at the
appstles' feet, and out of a common store had their needs sup-
plied. The course thus pursued was surely not meant to be
literally followed in succeeding generations, for its universal
adoption Nwould strangle commerce, and foster indolence. The
latter evil had te, be faced bef'ore long in those who would not
work and yet expected to eat. This practice of non-propeyty
holding wvas of temporary force, intended to rebuke and correct
the avarice of the age, at the saine turne supplyiug a irrinciple ot
action applicable to 'any period, viz., that great ruling evils miust
be met by the Most absolute practical protest. What would
xnoney-worshipping men have said when Jesus required thein to
forsake ail and follow Rixe, if He bad c"nice1y feathered His own
nest?" They ivould have said it wouid be tume enough to do that
when He set the example. «Under existing drcuxnstances Re
would have been the subject of suspicion; and evidently He
deemied it the nobler and the mightiar way to give 4o zoom for
the thought of inconsistency between Ris example and His
requirements.

Thus Nve have opened te us the meaning of our great
Master's life, and of xnany of the strict wvords of sacrifice and
self-discipline which lIe spake. Truth, as, truth is in Jesus,
must be obeyed, and Christ Hiniseif must be loved and followed
for Ris truth's sake. Iu the midst of aûy abounding and over-
mastering evi], our love of the truth that is in Rira must lead
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