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1?eligioûs and Missioiary Ipit6liÇjei)ee.

BY THE REV. E. BARRASS, D.D.

METIIoDI.S'r CONFERENCES.

JIlfaitoba and lte \Noi-th- IVeds ('onfer-
clice, 1?cina.-Rev. John MeLean wvas
elected prosident, and 11ev. G. W. Dean
secretary. Five brethiren were transferred
into, andl o11 out of, the Conference.
Two bretliren, L. Gaetz and T. Argue,
were restored to the active work -,eigblt
withdrew, receiving letters ; two were
dropped in silence, and ton wvore received
int'a full connection with, the Conforence
and ordained. There are still seventy pro-
bationers. The first roll-call wvas answered
1)3 eighty-one, iinisters, and twonty-
six laymoen. The Conferonce adoptod a
resolution exp)ressing the 1101) that the
educational question would bo arn icably
settled, but at the samne timne l)rotesto<l
against the establishing of separate schools
in favour of any denonîination in Mani-
toba. The nissioîîary meeting wvas one
of great power. Amiong,,r others who
spoke wvas Mr. F. Apetakun, of Island
La~ke, three liundred miles oast of Nor-
way House, wlhere a wvhite iman could
scarcely venture. Ho spoke iii Cree, and
11ev. .1 ohn McDougall acted as interpreter.
Trhe reception service was very inîpres-
sive. The annual lecture wvas deliverod
by 11ev. F. B. Stacey, 1B. A., on1 " An Out-
lino Study of the Newv Testament," for
whiclî lie received a vote of tlîanks. All
the services of the Sabbath, were wel
attended. The statistical report is very
gfratifying. The increase of meaubers is
544. The nimber of Sunday-school
scholars is 13,235, of whoîn 2,981 are
menhbers; of tho Chiurcli, and 3,3'28 have
tak-en the total abstinence pledge. The
finances are tiot s good as was desirable,
sceing that including all the funds there
is a decroase of $8,029. 11ev. T. Argue
was appoiiited Imîmigration Agent, and
11ev. -John Senimens lias entered îîpoiî
lus duties as liresident of the Industrial
Institute at Brandon.

\Tort Sotia amfercc.-This Confer-
once mot at Hilîshoro'. At the niniste.rial
session six probationers wero received
iiti) fuît connection. On Sabbath, iii ad-
dition to the ordinary Conference ser-
vices there ivas an open-air service and

evangelistic: services. Early religions ser-
vices wcro hield daily. General Super-
intendent Carnian miade a continuous
journey froin Nasliville, Tenn., to the
Conference, whiere hoe met witli an en-
thusiastic reception. le preaclhod the
ordination sermon. Two iniistors hiad
died during the year, .J. O. Ogden and S. 0.
Leonard, B. A. ;aîîd Rev. T. WV. Snmith,
retires fromn, and 11ev. D. B. Scott ro-
enters, the active work. There wvas a net
incerease of 404 in the meîuýiibersipl. Sonie
of the funids were a little iii advance, but
others had decliiied. Rev. James Stroth-
ard was elected lîlesident anti 1ev.
1). W. Johinston, M.A., secretary. Liko
other Methodist Conferences, Nova Scotia,
is sound 011 teniperance, the meeting Iîeld
at Conferexîce beingr very enthusiastie.
]Revs. G. O. Huestis and James Taylor
were appointed to preaclh Jubilee sermions
at the Conference of 1896. Xithi a view
to improve the Sup)eriienueray Fuind, 1ev.
C. H. Paisley was appointed agent to
travel on its behaif, aud 81,000 wvas proni-
ised at Confereice. Rex-. W. Ainsley
was allowed to, takoc the position of Con-
fereîîce Evangelist. The JVcslei an, whichi
hiad been reduced to S1 per year, only
reported an increase of four hundred
subseribers. 'rhere liad been a net profit
in the Book-Rooum of $739.65.

Yeu, J3rîiivavick <tit Prince .Edp'uîrd
Islan oit ofrnc.-Marysville was the
place of meeting. At the iinisterial
session five prob.atioiiers wi~'o haci trav-
elled the terni of probation wvere recoin-
miendcd for ordination, and, with three,
otbers previotisly ordained, were received
into full connection. Three ininisters liîd
died during the year, viz., A. C. Doutais,
C. H. Dutcher and Wnî. Maggs. Testi-
minnes wvere griven resp)ecting tlîen 1)3
several of their fellow-labourers. News
of the death, iii California, of 11ev. L. S.
Johunson, wvas received on the third day
of Conference. 11ev. T. llowie was
cevated to the chair of the Conferoîîce.
and 11ev. Geo. Steel to the post of sec-
retary. The religious services, both on
the Sabbathi and wveek evenings, weî'e
seisons of spiritual power. The love-feasr


