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In . J: W: Dawson Canadians have a
man of wom they may well be proud, for in
the domain of Paloontology and Geology no
name is more honorably distinguished. His
published works, detailing the results of his
researches, have given him a world-wide rep-
utation; and learned societies, on both sides
of the Atlantic, have conferred honors upon
him.

Sir William was born at Pictou, Nova Sco-
tia, in October, 1820. After receiving his
early training at the College of Pictou, he

was sent to the University of Edinburgh,
where lie studied under some of the most
renowned professors of that day in natural
science. As showing the advantages of the
privileges thus enjoyed, lie tells us, «hen
speaking of these college days: "The foun-
dation of my geological education was laid
by the late Prof. jaieson and other able ed-
t.cators in natural science, his contemporaries
in Edinburgh." Returning home after a win-
ter's study, he applied hiriself with great ar-
dor to an investigation of the natural his-
tory and genlogy of Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick. I 855 his great ivork, " Aca-


