
Tte Sins of Eaucation

he eye accust >ned to psychological them with others that you wish to
analysis will discern, underneath it all, make habitual. Bad b.havior, from
the outlines of our simple psychophysi the point of view of the teacher's art,
cal scheme. is as good a starting point' as good

Respect, I beg you, always the behavior ; in fact, a better starting
original reactions, even when you are point than good behavior would be.-
seeking to overcone their connection 1 Atlantic Monthly, March, 1899.
with certain objects, and to supplant I

THE SINS OF EDUCATION.

It is only a month or two ago that stride scale the snow-clad heights of
a writer in " Maga " compïained that knowledgP. The- popular taste, said
the famous Education Act of 187o had they, wiII be levelled up at the mere
disappointed the high hopes of its approacb of education. A school-
champions-that, despite the vast master would suddenly jump into the
sums spent upon the people's educa mîdst of every village, like a wizard
tion, the people still prefers the penny huried up a stage-trap, and with spell-
novelette to any other ornk of litera- ing-book for wand would transftr the
tu:-e. 0f course it does, and it is far hc.nest bumpkin into a pious reader of
better that its choice should be honest the Quarierly Reve. But, alas for
than that it should be vise. -mThe Act the vanity of human hopes. The

mf Parliament which compelled the popular taste was neyer levelled up;
fret and enfranchised citizen to read ,trle taste of the superior person eas
did nlot provide in with taste ; and, leveled down. The change wasgradual,
though he can to day make bis mark but itas prresstibleand it might easly
upon a voting-paper with sone degree have been foreseen. The School
of accuracy, he has travelled no far- Boards of England created a "reading
ther on the road towards refinement public" which required not instruction
or intelligence. Sometines bis growth 1 but printed matter. And straightway
suffers by overwork ; sometimes bis there arose a thousand ingenious
eye, once used to the sights of the mechancs, who devised and manufac-
hedgerow, is dimmed by the impact tured cubic yards of stuff that looked
of print. But the Act, which the Don like books and papers. Writers, ed-
Quixotes of Liberal opinign designed itors, vendors determined to supply
to regenerate the world, did not do the new demand, with an anxious
much more harn than good to the adaptabibty to the altered circum-
class for whose benefit it was passed. stances of the intellsctual market.
ls pec-liar triumph is to have in- With wits enormously sharpened by
flicted an injury upon those well-mean- the greed of gain, they discovered pre-
ing persons, whose energy and en- cisely what it was for which their
thusiasin forced it upon Parlianent. patrons clamored. They invented a

The Nemesis was sure and com- new poetry which was doggerel, a
plete The gentlemen who invented new fiction which was "hign-toned"
the new vice of illiteracy were certain and sentimental, a new journalism
that the millenniumn was at hand. which was vulgar and indiscreet. Now
They acknowledged that their own was the oppontunity for the fair-minded
standard of intelligence was high ; but Liberal to interpose. He migbt have
they declared that once the people was objected that it was not for the
forwed to learn, it would in a single triumph of absundity that he had


