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tween the North and South of the United States
was bràught to a close. This was in 1865, at
which time there were 4oo,ooo slaves in South
Carolina alone. Besides. these. there was a
tztmparatively large number of free negroes-
men and women who, for different reasons, had
never been enslâved, or who had had their free-
dom given them. They were called "F.M.C.'s"
These people lost by emancipation as far as
their:position in the social scale is concerned,
for when the dark mass of slaves was liberated
they, being ail of one color, were looked upon as
being ail alike. The letters " F.M.C." meant
"Free Man of Color," and were aiways applied
to.those negroes who, by law, were free, and of
these letters they were very proud; but when
all the colored people became " F.M.C.'s" the
fine distinction vanished.

For three years after the war closed, South
Carolina was under military rule, during which
time the emancipated negro began to realize'
the great avenues of power that were opëning
up before him ; and when, in z868, South Caro-
lina was readmitted as one of the states of the
Union, he found himself placed on an equal foot-
ing with the greatest in.the land; for every one
who haa attained the age of manhood was pro-
claimed a voter. He could go to the polls side
by side with the aristocratic owner of a planta-
tion-his late master, it might be-and there
one vote was as good as another.

Then the negroes, grossly ignorant as they
were, became politicians and swarmed into the
state legislature, where they amused themselves
with voting away public money, the value of
which,in any form,they had never known. Un-
principled white men used this dark power
for their own enrichment, and so.the state was
robbed and made use of to an alarming extent.
The cost of mànaging the state increased in a
few years fourfold, and no wonder, when. in one
session alone $z25,ooo was spent on liquors,
wines, cigars, and iniported fruits. What a
" high time " these " colored ge'mnen " must
have had in. managing the affairs of the
state 1 On one occasion it is said that a
riegro politician and the speaker of the House
of Representatives, a white man, were engaged
in a horsc race. The house adjourned to attend
the race. The colored man's horse -won, and
Mr. Speaker fourid .himself obliged to hand over
to his dark brother an " I.O.U." for a thousand
dollars, the amount of the stake. Next day the
shady politician moved in the legislature that
a gratuity of a thousand dollars " be voted to
the speaker of this house for the dignity and
ability with which he has presided over itsý
delibérations." This was in addition to the
speaker's ordinary pay. The motion was car-
ried, and thus the cólored brother got his
"I.O.U." promptly cashed by the state !

This dark régime vas broken up in 1876, but

the negro population ,remains, a problem for
politicians to deal with.

As to the white people, there are still, in
South Carolina, two classes, the old plantation
rulers or aristocracy, on the one hand, people
proud of their ancestry, once having had ser-
vants and slaves, almost without number, at
their beck and call, and, on the other hand, a
poor and illiterate lot; better only than the
negro, perhaps, in color-as dark in character
sonetimes as their dusky brother is in hue.
Thesé, combined with the negro population,
have outvoted the aristocracy in everything, so
that the good old families now are represented
nowhere in positions of promirience and trust.

These illiterate whité people are càlled
"crackers" o'r 'mouxitain whites," and thé
negroes amuse theiiselves by calling them
"white trash." *Sriàetimnes they are called
"'Scotch-Irish heathen's," for frorn these two
nationalities they chiefly descend. There are
five millions of'them in the South that dan
rîeither read nor write. 'Their moral condition
is dreadful. Crimes coinmitted by them are not
outdone by the drèadful deeds which disgrace
the worst parts of large.cities. Public schools
apparently have but littfe power in the 'South.
The teacher often knows little rùore than the
scholais. The log schoolhouse, with its floor
of native earth, ii not moré primitive than the
teacher and' scholars in their barè feet and
slender attire.

The religion of these people is a'rvague 'kiid
of Protestantism. They know that the word
"Catholic " means what thëy should not bé,
but beyond that they knMr bu't little. It is
said that a prèacher who visited thëse Peopfe
once asked an old woman if there were any
" Preibyteriaris " àroùnd there. Her anser
was, " Ask my old man. He be a powéful
mighty man in 'huntin', and kills all sorts of
varmints. You'might go and see them skins
a-hanging up yonder, p'r'aps you'd find sone of
thei Presbyteiian critteis amcng them."

Süch, then, seen to be two dangerous ele-
ments-black and white-in -the United States.
Whén men are taught that the age of twenty-
one is the only qualification necessary for a
vote, and for attaining'a high place even in the
legislature, and when such men are the makers
of laws and electors of judges, sheriffs, and
other officers of state, what can be hoped for in
the community in which they live ?

Missionaries, surely, are needed there as
niuch almost as in heathén lands, because ch*il-
dren have been allowed to giow up without in-
struction, and the way of peace has not been
shown therr. It seems strange that 'the South,
among the oldest colonies of Great Britai
and the cradle of a great nation, should stili be
so'far behind in those things which go to'make
up an enlighténed and God.fearing.people.


