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governmont ; and oven now wo hear of cases in which a teacher
finds it necessary to use the rod or ruler ten or twenty times a day.

Upun an investigation made recently by & achuol board in une of
our moust enlightened States, it was fouad that a teacher in their
employ was acoustomed to whip his pupils for the following offences,
as well as for those of a graver character : whispering, looking off
the buuk, mus-spelling words, nut standing 1n Line, not fuldiug arms,
making faces, shuffling feet, and throwing paper balls.

It may as well be plainly said that this whole system of corporal
punishment and bodily turture as it has been applied in tho schoul-
rvum is fur the must part unuecessary, arbitrary, and demvralizing.
Order c¢on be secured by its means, but too often at the sacritice of
all that is best and noblest in the nature of a child. It marks
a stage of darkuess aud barbansm i the art of bringing up chuldren
out of which we shuuld have loug since emerged. And yet the
young must be taught to obey—their welfare, their success in life,
the woll-being of society, depend upon it. A schuol can not be
suffered tu run rivt.  Order, ubedience, respect fur authourity, ate
lessons mauch needed by the American people, and must be taught
at all hazards in the family and in the school. If to *‘ spare the
rod " is to “ spuil the child,” the rod should nut be spared.  Better
a government of barbarism than no guvernment at all.  Bat te the
true teacher no such sad alternative is presented. He may hold in
reserve a certain degree of furce, but he seldom finds occasion tu
use it. His achoul is urderly, his pupils viey him , bat it s through
love, not fear. He finds the worst that s in the buys yields more
readily to the softeuing influences of kindness than to the harden-
ing influences of punishment. The discipline of furce niny be
necessary to teachers who are less skilful or who move on a lower
plane, but to him it seems ill-adapted to its purpose, and uften
brutalizing in its effect. . -

2. The dwscpline of tact. That is 3 diseipline of tact which
preserves order in a schovl-room and promotes a healthy moral
growth among the pupils by nice mavagemnent. In contrast with
the kind of discipline just spuken of, it substitutes strategy for force.
A tidy schovl-r..m 13 a cunstant moniter. Order i arrangement
of the furniture teaches in a most impressive way the lesson of
order to the pupils, A world of school-room trouble may be
avuided by nice munagement in seating the childrén | in calling vut
and dismissing classes, 1n opening and clusing schoul , in hearing
recitations, in giving help, and ussigning lessons. Plenty of work,
right in quality and quantity, is & panacea for a multitude of
school-roum ills. The pent-up muschief of a schuvl may be easily
converted into the mnocent sports of the play-ground. Strct
impartiality in his administration, on the part of the teacher,
a well balanced sense of justice, skill in his wurk, willingness to do
his duty, and love for children, will in themselves render sculdings
and whippings almost unnecessary. If in addition the teacher have
that keen insight into human nature which enables him to see the
cuming evil in embryy before it breaks furth and to guard agmnst
it ; if he have that rare skill which can discover and dirett, when
likely to go wrong, the currents of feeling that ebb and flow in the
schoul-room and constitute its Life, he will want httle else to make
him a happy monarch on & peaceful throne.

But a few examples of the tact which avoids the causes that render
80 many school-rooms scenes of disorder and hard feeling will serve
tu illustrate and irupress the subject. Two girls ait tugethern a
school and are great friends. But their tongues are set luose, and
they cannot resist the temptation to talk, and sometimes they talk
loud. The teacher cautions them without efiecct. Shall he punish
them ? Thousands of children have been punished for a less
offence. Bettor far tv separate them until thoy amend their ways.
A reading class 18 accustomed to read by turns frum head to foot.
Shrewdly countingg the paragraphs ahead, and marking the place
where they must begin reading, the boys at one end of the class
talk and play tricks, while thuse at the other end are engaged
in reading. I have seen a whole class pumshed for this kind
of mischief. But how easily the evil is corrected by changing the
methud and calling upun each une prumiscuvusly. The remedy will
prove magical in its effects if the teacher s sure tu call upon
the first boy whuse eyes leave the bouk, A stubburn girl une day.
when told to go to the blackboard and sclve a problem, refused out-
right to do so. She had been accustomed to work her arithmetic
on her slate at her seat, and was de.ermined not to conform to this
now method of recitation. A teacl.er without tact would have used
force, commitied a blunder, mad, an enemy. But her teacher,
knowing her dispositiun, simply proceeded with the recitatiun as if
nothing had happened and allowed her to keep her seat unnoticed.
As the teacher well kuew, she cuulil not bear to be left alone—tobe

ignored, and by the time the next lesson vas to be recited she was
ready not only to go to the blackboard with the other members of the
class, but tu apologize tv the teacher for her improuper conduet.

At a certain Weademy in Penasylvania, on Hallowe'en, a wagon
belonuging to the achool was laboriously taken to pieces by some
wnischievous stuaents, carried to the roof of the building, and after
bewug recunstructed was left astride the apex. Next morning, as
may well he supposed, the wagon was the talk of the school and the
neighborhvod.  Hundreds gazéd up at the unusual object, and
wondered how 1t could have been pot up and how it could be brought
duwh. A cunvulsion was expected at the morning upening exer-
cises, but the principal looked even more good-natured than usual
and said nothing. But with that insight into character for which
he was famous he quictly watched the actiwns of the students during
the day, and by evening when the school again assersbled he was
confident he could name the parties who had taken the most prom-
ment part i the trick that had created so much astonishment.  So
he said in a pleasant way that suiue ingenivus persons had placed
his wagon un top of the house, and us he waunted to use it he would
like to have help in getting it down. He was sure any of those
present would lend a hand. Bat as a special commniittes, he woald
appoint A.B., C. D, E. F.,, G. H, I J., naming those who he
knew had been most active in the work of the night before.
A laugh rippled over the hall, fllowed by a cheer that nearly shook
the building. The principal had a knowing lvuk, but said nothing
further. The boys hamed took of their coats and mounted the
roof, and the wagon was soon in its old place under the shed with-
vat a break, aud all was peace. How admurable the management !
How effective the cure !

The principal of a boarding school in the State of Maryland was
an adept in raising and fattening pigs, as well ag traiming boys. One
geasun he happened to have au exceedingly large and fine pig which
he fed himself, and in looking at and admiring which he speut con-
siderable time. On one of rhose occasions when the very air sesms
to breed muschief, the idea came into the heads of c_ortain.fun—lov-
ing buys amung the students tu dig a hole in the neighboring field
and place the pig init. How the thing was managed no one has
told, but when morning came the pen was empty, azd some hundred
yards away there was a hole in the ground five ur six feet decp, with
the prufessor’s favorite pig, dazed as much as a pig can be, at the
Lottom of it. The whole school visited and revisited the spot dur-
ing the day, and the wonder continued to grow as io what would be
done in the case. When all were assembled in the evening,
the professor remarkea without the least show of anger that one of
his pigs in whose physical growth and intellectual improvement he
had taken cunsiderable interest, had been placed by sorre envivus
or less-gifted persons at the bottom of a hole in a field mear by, as
most of them were aware, and he suppused the best thing to do,
although he was sorry to do it, was to bury him there He
had therefure provided sume shyvels and would ask some of the
strongest boys to assist hum in the work. The shuvels were soon
in the hands that had handled thum before, and the whole school
with some outside spectators was quickly drawn to the spot to
witness the curious ceremony. The dirt was thrown in rapidly, and
still more rapidly ; but to the astonishment of most of the lookers-
on, the pig readily shook it off and trampled it under his feet. The
hole was soun half filled, bat the pig was still erect and seemingly
without any notion of being buried. In went the dirt faster and
faster, but up went the pig with it until his white, fat back began
to appear above the surface of the ground, when the whole crowd,
beginming to see the joke, broke into laughter and cheers, until the
happy porker with a satisfied grunt stepped out on solid ground and
marched triumphantly towards his customary sty, where the
professor with face wreathed in smiles was already awaiting him
with his evening meal.

Between the ordinary treatmeont of such cases and fine strate,
like this, there is as great & contrast as there is between the rude
pictures of a comic almanac and the divine creations of » Raphael
or an Angelo. Even if the incidents mentioned did not happen
just as related, they serve to illustrate the kind of school manage-
ment which flanks difficulties that are too formidable to be attacked
m front, which turns evil to good, which makes one principle
of human .ature serve as a checkmate to another, which governs
by a finer, higher, more effective power than force—tact.

3. The discipline of consequences. As in the moral government of
the universe, punishment follows wrong-doing aa a consequense, so
the same principle may be applied in the government of the school
Ths is what is meant by the discipline of consequences. Without
attempting to exhaust the subject or to define its exact limitations,



