HIGHLAND PIONEERS OF

Wihen at last over the banks of New-
foundland they sighted the welcome
shores of Nova and passed
in through the St. Lawrence river
and gulf to Montreal, “hey were not

long in discovering that the inland
Journey was besot with even great-
er hardships. The usnal route iun
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those davs was along i
er fto Bytwon, now 5
thence by the Ridean e¢anal to King-
ston, and the method of fransporta-
tion by boats or batteaux pro-
pelled by Frenchmen. There were
steamers on the lankes, which convey-
ed them to Hamilion. There, with a
large proportion of them, the wild-
erness journey begin, over execrabie
roads, with many delays, to their fo-
“ure home in Middlesex. Some found
their way to Fort Erie, and thence
went by steamer to Port Stanley or
some other point further west in
Elgin county, where Col. Talbot had
al a very early date located many of
the Highlanders. In all this Journey
there were many privations, the faf-
igue and discomfort of very primi
ive borts and conveyances, the scar-
city of provisions, and even money,
the lack of suitable sleeping nlac :
the unavoidable delavs and dican-
poiniments, and alas! sometimes the
zloom of sickness  and  death.
But through it all, like Tsrael of old,
they toiled on with eye of faith
fixed steadfastly on the goal, and
with better prospects than they could
then know or realize of their coming
triumphs and prosperity.
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Like the sheep on their Seotticl
hills, as far as possible, they setiled
together in flocks, and it was 3=

common to find one of them locaied
alone among people of ot her origins.
The land was for the most part own-
ed by the government, but the Ca-
ada Co. also owned a part, mostly in
Williams, and a certain proportion

set apart as Clergy Reserves, 44 ne
oome into the market until some tima
afterwards, The price was from Si

to $4 per acre, and the deeds we
printed and written on real parch-
ment, and signed by the Governor of
the province. I have seen one that

was issued to my grandfaither, John
MoColl, for the homestead on which
I was born. As soon as land € <
lected, they began to build their or

houses. They helped each other at
raising bees to place the Jogs in pn
sition, while corner men, with no
tools but the axe and ihe eve, dave

tailed them into each other at i
corners. Even down to recent
these buildings still staading a t
ed their ~emarkable mechanisal skill.
Openings were left for doors and win-
dows, and quile often for many werks
these were only closed with sa
or something similar. The onen
between the logs were closed witl,
chinks, usnally of hasswood, and nlas
tered with elay. The first floors
were made of logs splif into slahs«
smoothed on the upper <ide with
axe, and laid together. Clapbhoar ds
made of oak split thin, were shaved
to fit, and tthouzh not equal to shin
gles, myade = pretty fair roof. Al
first nails could not be obtnined, and
instead there was an ineenioas
rangement of poles parallel with the
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ridge to hold them in position. In
some cases bark sealed from 4ree
s used for roofing. As oo v

is the mother of invention, articles
of needed furpiture were improvised
from the abundant timber with won-
derful skill, considering their disad-
vantages. Wide, open fire places
were made at one end of ‘the houses,
and chimneys were mosily of sticks
laid erosswise and well plastered with
clay, so as t0 make a large square

funnel. Tn some cases when fhe
houses were built Jate in the seas-
on S0 that the plasierine conld not

be done on account of frost, {he op-
enings hotween the logs were closed

with moss gathered from the s,
In 2 manner similar 4 » building

of houses jarie harns, and sta-
bles were orected, but the barns were
not usually chinked or plastered.
Cows, horses, shewp, prigs and poul-
try were gradually acquired and
found useful and profitable. Tn warm
houses sheltered by the great woods,
in homes they could #or the first

time eall their own, with no pompons
-

aristocral to collect rent, or thre
en eviction or compel obeisanece, {1




