
Borden at once gave tlie auswver by placing
the entire resoiirces of thie Dominion, at the
disposai of the Motlierland; and on receiv-
ing an intimation fron- the late Lord Xitcli-
ener, that men were the first necessity, im-
mediately called Parliament together to vote
the necessary money. His* government com-
menced the training and equipznent cf a first
volunteer expeditionary force cf 35,000, witli
pr-ovision for its furtlier extension at need.
This expeditionary force was partly trained
at Valcartier camp, Quebec, and partly at
Salisbury Plains, England, and first went
into action at the second battie cf Ypres in
tlie spring cf 1915. In the words cf Viscount
Frenchi, at that time Cominander-in-Chief cf
the Britishi forces in France, it ""saxved the
situation" and barred the way te, the C han-
nel Ports from the Germans, ln 1915 Sir
Robert, who, lad been lionored witli tlie titie
cf G.C.M.G. sliortly before the outbreak cf
the cenflict, visited Great Britain and France
and, convincing liumself tliat tlie struggle
would be very long and difficult, pledged
Canada to provide an aggregnte cf 500,000
trained men sbould tlie need arise. He and
bis government aise made arrangements
whereby Canadian manufacturers sliould
engage largely in the production cf munitions,
tlie credits for sucli contracts helg fnanced
by the Canadian administiation. The same
policy was pursued lu connection witli con-
tracts for food supplies, witli the result that
througliout tlie war there was a centinued
trade expansion and financial opulence that
enabled Canada te, make sacrifices that would
otherwise bave becn impossible te lier.
During bis visits te, thie front Sir Robert kept
huiseif fully in toudli witli the needs cf the
Canadian army, and resolved to make it a

*first consideration la all biis policies. A trip
to Great Britain and France in the early part
cf 1917 cenvincedl him that, in view o! thie
dark outlook for peace, it would be necc .sary
for Canada te adept the policy cf conscrip-

* tion, Whicli lad already been reIluctantly
adopted in Great Britain by Mr. Asqnith,
and had become the policy e! tlie United
States, whicli had recentiy entered the war.
It was clear te, Sir Robert that tlis policy
could onIy be effectively imposed by consent
of botli parties in tlie House cf Comnmons, and
on bis return te Canada in May, 1917, lie
announced conscription as bis policy and an
abandonment of party governuient. Hle was
at first stoutly opposed both ia tlie ranlis cf
bis own paxty and by bis poiticat opponents.
Nevertlieless, after loeg and patient negotia-

* tiens lie was successful in whinng practically

the entire body of english-spc±aking L.iberals
to bis way of thinking, anid conscription car-
ried ini the House of Commons ini the latter
part of July, 1917, by the greatest znajority
ever given se nicientous a mensure. He
then prôceeded, to formn a Union Government
almost equally representative o! Conserva-
tives and Liberals. Early in Decexnber of
1917 this government, witli Sir Robert as
Prime M-Ninister, appealed to the people, and
was supported by ainiost the entire mass of
IC-ng3*sli-Èpeaking constituencies, giving hlm
the largest majority that any political leader
bas ever enjoyed in this country. As a resuit
o! the adoption of conscription, Canada was
enabled by the tinie peace was declared to -
fulfil lier pledge of seading 500,000 men to
aid in the war against autocracy--a con-
tribution whiel± las made this country famous
througlieut the wor7ld. Already, on Jauuary
1, 1912, Sir Robert liad been sworn in as a
member oc'f the Iniperial Privy Council, tlie
highest office that up to, that time had been
lield irý *ie Motherland by a Canaclian. On
bis arrivai lin London in 3une, 1918, lie was
invited by tlie Prime Minister, Hon. D)avid
Lloyd-GeGrge te, become a member of the
Imperial War Cabinet, a post whici lie held
during the duration of the war. This was
foilowed in eNovember of 1918 by an invita-
tion to beceme one of Great Britain's Im-
peril representatives at the negotiations pre-
iiinaryto and cincidentwnitli the Peace Con-
ference to resolve the disasters of the war and
at once proceeded overseas. Sir Robert's Im-
.perla services have been sucli, and biàs legai
attainments are se, well known that at the
time of writing bis elevation to, the peerage
as a colonial representative on the legal cern-
mîttee o! the Privy Council, wliich is tlie
Court of Appeal for the whole Empire, is
being strongly advocated in the Motherland.
lu bis private relations Sir Robert is greatly
beloved, and thougli bis duties have brouglit
him in contact witli ail tlia ùtdr gun±s-of
Great Britain, France and the United Staes,
lie is a thorougli demoerat iu bearing. His
favorite recreation is golf and he lias played
witli mauy world-farnous statesaxen, thougli,
lie does not dlaim to be a éhampion. He is
an Anglican in religion and a member of
many clubs on both sides o! the Atlantic. In
September of 1889 lie married Lanra,
daugliter of the late T. H. Bond, of Halifax,
and neyer fails to acknowledge the great aid
and assistance that lias been rendered hlma
by Lady Borden.in building up bis illustrious
career. Tliey*reside at 201 Wurtemburg St.,
Ottawa.


