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L From this motive it isthe universal practice of the women to
t suckle their children during several years, aml as they sel-
L dom marry early, the period of their fertility is aver before
t they can finish the long but nccessary attendance upon wo
i or three childrenIn Nova Scotia ‘they are now diminished
'o 350 families or 1500 persons, Previous to the dismember-
ment of the Province in 1784, there were two tribes of Indi-
ans inhabiting the country, the Micmaes and Richibuctos.
They were a saveze and ferocious race, often cgmmitting
great outrages upon {he solitary and peaceable settlers. But
the French who have been always remarkable for their pow-
ers of address, conciliated their friendship, and afterwards-con-
verted them to christianity. They were all Catheolics,and very
strict observers of the ceremonial parts of their religion. As
allies of the French they were the nataral enemies of the
Eaglishe. To enumerate the various rencounters with the In~
Jians, and the many injuries committed by them on the trade
of the country would be -departing frovn the plan of this work
and extending this chapter to a size exceeding that of the
hole book. 3 shall therefore merely mention two of their
tacks wpon €anso, whick will sufficiently evince the reso- -
ute and warlike character of these people. On.the 7th’ of
August 1728, a pasty of Indians fell upon €anso, within the
Province of Nova Scotia, but peopled every summerby fish- -
ermen from Massachwsetts. Such was the secrecy. order,
and expedition, with which it was dene, that they surprised
the English in their beds, and stripped them of every %?ng 3
elling them they came to carry away what they found upen
heir own land. The French of Cape Bretor no doubt pg;- :
ved this emterprise, for the next day some of their vesscls
arried away. the plnder, including. ameng other things
©000 quintals of dry fish. Theloss sustained by the. English
as estimated at £20,000.currency. There were but three-
or four lives lost among the whites upon this occasion.  The-
ndians were most convenient allies for the. Freneh. When
in ouirage was committed by:them, and satisfaction demand-
ed of the French, they.exeased - themselves from intermed-
Ming with them, assigning as a reason that they were not
ench subjects, and therefore not under their control.
' In 1723 there was a very general war commenced by alk
ghe tribes in this quacter, the Richibuctos, the Micmacs,
pid Penobscots.  In the latter part of July they surprised .




