3 TRAVELS:AND fa.D.

ceeded. My fears were not lessened, by perceiv.
ing that the least tnskilful motion was sufficient to
overset the ticklish craft into which I had ventured ;

by the reflection, that a shock, comparatively gen-
te, from a mass of rock: or ice, was more than its
frail material could sustain; nor by observing that
the ice; which lined the shores of the river, was
too._ strong to be pushed through, and, at the same
time, too weak to be walked upon, so that; in the
event of disaster, it would be almost impossi-
ble to reach the land. In fact, we had not pro-
ceeded more than a mile, when our canoe became -
full of water, dndit was not till after a long search,

’ that we found a place of safety '

Treadmg, once more, upon dry ground, I should .
i mlhngly have faced ‘the waldemess and all 1ts In.

formed me that I was upon an island, and I had
therefore no choice before me. We stopped the
leaks a second time,and recommenced our voyage,
‘which we performed with success, but szttmg, all
the way, in six inches of water. In this manner,
we arrived at the foot of the rapids, where the
river was frozen all across. Here, we disembark-
~ ed upon the ice, walked to the bank, made a fire,

‘and encamped ; for suchis the phrase employed, A
' m the Woods of Canada.

At day-break the next morning,‘ “we put on our
_snow-shoes, and commenced our Joumey over
* the ice; and, at teno clock arrived in sxght of




