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iiul |i;insc«I ihc l)ar, his lather died, lenvlng to the son the rnrt

.if hi' v\i(Umc<l mother, ;iiul enjoining him with his lasi hrc;ilh

ih.it >vlutcvcr l)c'fcll to Hvc as an honest man.

I.dwin Nance had entered on thi prctession of the law from

ihoiee. roneeiving it t(» l>e the noblest pursuit to \vhi» h a man

tiuild devote his life. Molding the ehivalric idea, that as a

member of this noble profession, he would be( oine a righter (»f

ihf wrongs of the oppressed, an aid to justice, ami an advotaie

of the truth and the right, he had entered on the studies whii h

hi fondly hoped would yield him a career of usefulness, of honoiii

md of benefit to his fellow treaiures.

The instinctive feeling or j)er<epti<)n, whichever it may be, of

ill right-thinking men, that the general int(.'ntions of mankin«l ire

more directed towards the good than the evil, was w idi him

( irried to the highest point. HeiK e he never imputed the e\il

motive, or suspected an action, upon whose basis by au\ rea-

soning a more charitable construction could be raised.

Ihus the study of \.ik\\, which is, or ought to be, the exad

V iciK e of Justice and of Right to all, was to him a delightful

one, and |)robably no young man. fresh from his college honouis,

ever commenced the j)ractice of his i>rofession in a more en

ilmsiastic si)irit than did Mr. Kdwin \'ance.

It needed, however, but a very few months of its i)ractice to

ionvince him that there h\ a great (lilTeren<'e l>etween the Law
i'Nelf md its administration.

That an engine, as nearly approaching perfection as human
inullect and foresight could bring it, should be ])erverted thn)Ugh

lis necessary formalities, its re(|uisite safeguards, and unavoid-

ibly comj)le.\ machinery, by the misused ingenuity of but too

many of his professional brethren, to the delay of the righteou>

I ause. the advantage of the wrong, or to the gaining of their own
^cltish ends, was to him a dreadful thing.

The maxim, not ])erhai)s openly acknowledged, but so com-

'ii(»nly put into practice among legal men as to become strictlv


