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breaking them againft larger ftones we found that
the infide alfo looked le iron. Up another river,
called Ship-river, a few miles eaftward along fhore:
from York-fort, there is a bank abounding with
thefe round ftones. When we had repaffed the
rnouth of the river and were got near the fhip, it
being then young flood and a fine afternoon, the
white whales appeared upon the furface in fuch
lhoals, that we could look no way round without
feeing a company of thirty or forty going into the
river with the flood. I had feen many atChurchill-
river, but here the number was much greater.
.We got aboard about feven o'clock.

.AT the clofé of this year I took a fecond furvey
of Nelfon-river from Flamborcugh-head upwards,
and alfo of Seal and Gillam's iflands; it being
my opinion that if ever the trade of thefe countries
is improved, Seal-ifland is .the propereft place for
the principal fa&ory and fettlement. It was about
the end of January 1745 when I compleated this
perambulation. The river was frozen fait every
where except at Flamborough-head, and where
captain Fowler and I attempted to fail up, which
I now found we had almoft effe&ed when we, turned
back. However, as thefe ftreams. were not frozen,
it was evident that here were the fharpeft falls I
had met with. I faw many rabbet-tracks on both
fides the river, in the creeks, and on the ifland.
I hot a pheafant alfo and fome partridges ; and had
not the weather been exceedingly fevere, I lhould
have attempted to fifh. But the few days I was
out, the cold happened to be more intenfe than it
was at any other time throughout the feafon,. and
I had no more cloathing upon me than what I ufual--
ly wore in the warmeft days in winter: this con-
fifted of breeches made of thin deer-fiin not lined,
a cloth waiftcoat, and Elk-fkin coat, and a pretty
thiick covering upon my head, hands, legs anc,

r ~feet.


