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 HE ‘tase of M. Henri Rochette; the
imprisoned Paris’ banker, continues
" to attract much interest, and fresh
sensalions are of almost daily occur-
rence.  Complications continue . to
arise and instead of gettnig simpler

the matter is getting more comiplex.

A sensation has been created by the fact
that, of course, without the faintest sign of
what was coming,”a . dozen magistrates and
police officials were sent to pay surprise visits
to various financial establishments with which
Rochette was believed to have had dealings.
The examining magistrate who is conducting
the investigation into the affair was curious io
ascertain the precise character of these business
relations, and, as may readily be imagined,
these visits and searches produced quite an
impression at the Bourse. Tt seems that the
step had been decided on owing to a certaint
report which was presented a few days ago
by an official who is well versed in financial
matters. In this report various banks and
other establishments were indicated as having,
as was suspected, been engaged in suspicious
transactions with Rochette. ' So the Palais'de
Justice acted accordingly.” This new departure
was the topic of considerable discussion and
controversy, it being argued by different cri-
tics*that the legality of the measure was open
to question. As-a matter of fact, any amount
of latitude is given in such cases to the judicial
and police authorities. :

Among the gossip which is inevitable on
these occasions may be mentioned mysterious
allusions to a couple of politicians, who are
alleged to have known too much of what was
going on. ‘These 'very vague  insinuations,
strange asit may appear, are giving rise to a
good' deal of curious speculation. A former
friend of Rochette is described as having said
that in his/opinion action would soon be taken
against' a certain number of financiers, as it
seemed clear that the fact that Rochette’s ar-
rest had been decided on was known to some
before the event' took place, and that they
turned their secret information to profitable
account. This person added that he suspected
that fully a dozen had “the tip,” and had given
it to -others for a substantial consideration.
But all“this'is, so far, mere gossip.

Callers continue to be frequent at the
I'ranco-Spanish Bank and at the Credit Min-
ier, but'the great majority simply go there for
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the purpose of obtaining information about the
situation. !
A Touching Meeting

Rochette continues to clamor for a release
of a few hours:.so that he can meet his share-
holders, but the examining inagistrate firmly
declizes to grant his request. “You are to re-
main it prisen,” he exclaimed in reply to
Rochette's last vehement appeal. Tt was in
vain that the financicr argued that therc was
nothing to justify lis deténtion in ' custody,
adding that he wanted to know immediately
the facts on which, the accusations brought
against him were based. Why was he not
questioned at once  if these . charges were
really serious? As the examining magistrate
kept on postponing his interrogation, while
constantly ordering further searches, it looked
as'if he was seeking, siaid Rochette, for some
justification of his arrest. “I know my busi-
ness, and do not need you to teach it to me,”
was the magistrate’s’ answer, and it put an
end 'to the argument.

Rochette has seen hi§ wife. A young wo-
man of elegant appearance, and very tasteful-
ly dressed, was waiting about in ' the lobby
outside the examining magistrate’s office, at
the Palais of Justice, when suddenly Rochette
appeared, escorted by two municipal guards,
and before they could intervene she had flung
herself into his arms with the cry, “Myypoor
husband!” Rochette embraced her tenderly,
and they clung to each other weeping for a
while, for the municipal guards, like the kind-
hearted men ‘that they are, did’ not ' interfere,
although it was distinctly against the rules,
as -the examining magistrate had given strict
orders that Rochette should not be allowed to
communicate with any one. But even the
magistrate ‘was moved. It so happened that
he, came, across’ the couple as he was leaving
his office to confer with the public prosecutor.
He started when he beheld Rochétte and his
wife clinging to each other, ‘and mingling
their tears; but an instant later he walked on
as if he had.not perceived them, smoking - his
cigarette, and:probably . meditating on the
steadfast affection .-which ‘the: financier, in
spite jof his trouble, retains ~among all  who
know .. him—family, ' employees, and even
shareholders. : ¢ :

' Madame Rochette was ableé to have.a quar-
ter of an hour’s conversation . with her—hus-
_band, and towards its close two of his cousins,

1an Fiction—An Imprisone

who had accompanied her, were permitted to
join them and to take part.in it. . Rochette
was then isd into the magistrate’s office - for
another interview with him; while his wife,
after drying her eyes, took her departure with
their two relatives,”

A Romantic Story

London ‘Truth has an interesting sketch of
Rochette from its Paris correspondent, who
writes: G § :

The career of M. Rochette,  now in La
Sante prison, but ten days back an aspirant to
‘high presentations at Biarritz, is one that no
novelist with'a care for probability could have
brought into the main chapters of a work of
fiction. T hear him spoken of as'a Napoleon
in the financial sphere, but object to  the epi-
thet as misleading, on the ground that he gave
no, evidence of g;éﬁhis;qanf has been chietly
remarkable for gumption, push, daring, and
excessive sharpness in selling at high prices
rotten paper yclept scrip and shares. His be-
ing a pattern man in his home life ought not
too much to influence one’s judgment or turn
attention from the fact that his ethics, as
proved'in his careér, are rather below those of
the fox that plunders the poultry yard, of of
the wolves that chase the traveller across the
Russian steppe. 1 am not aware that fox
ever preys on fox, or that wolf ever eats wolf.

‘What is so remarkable in Rochette is the
speed with which he émptied the pockets’ of
his fellow-men of, at a very moderate compu-
tation, six millions of pounds sterling. He at-
tained this result in three  years and four
months, during which time he has béen going
on from one bubble to anothér, and finding the
means of inflation and ' flotation in the type-
written ¢ircular, the press, and the showy as-
pect of his different banks.

Rochette is the son of a small farmer near
Meh;m, in which neighborhood, ' by the way,
the country chateau of Mme, Humbert lies.
Mme. Rochette mere took daily milk, eggs,
and garden stuff in 3 little wagon to  Melun
for ‘house-to-house sale. “T'Re whole family
had a good nanie, but nothing above the com-
mon. "The sons went to the public school of
Melun. There the one now in La Sante rose
abové his fellows as a bright, willing lad, and
a good scholar, getting. quickly through the
standards. In the last year he had risen to
the post of monitor, which . entitled him to
twelve months’ e.Xt‘gari}}f;\struCtibn; and would
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have opened to him a high government school
had he been in less haste to fellow his #voca-
tion, which was to! make Ymoney and ‘see
life away from the parental farm. T'o this end
e, ‘though his wife’s family’ now denies it,
against the affirmation ot all’ Melun and
much’ particular ¢évidence, obtained the place
of buttons in the Hote!l de 12 Gare. There he
beat all the touts in drawing strangers to that
hotel. " The touts, porters, and cabbies ‘com-
bincd against the wide awake youtl to make
his situation too hot for him to keep it.  He
became a hair-dresser’s ‘assistant. ' Obliging
ways—a victory of his hcad over his natural
umor——quickness, address“in giving the.hair
and beard of a customer the right cut, made
him a favorite! In the face of'a denial  from
his wife’s family, M. Mauvrier,- a ‘grocer  at
Melun; asserts that Rochette: served  himi-as
salesman and then in helping to keep - the ac-
counts.’ ‘He left it to serve his three years in
the army. There he becamesecretary and ac-
countant. to the colonel, '&agg"on the sly turned
a penny ‘in-furnishing articles-on military sub-
jects and local gossip to a journal of the town
where his regiment was quartered. He also
wrote a little farcial play for the soldier to act
on the name-day of the, colonel, and . thereby
won high favor with the wives of the officers:
‘Beginning of His Fortune

He left the army with a good chargcter and
returned to Melun! A miserly aunt left him,
because she thought him the member of her
family best qualified .to ‘render her "legacy

fruitful,” her’ whole fortune of 5,000 francs..

This called into play the faculties thatled him
so. soon to fortune. The'young Camille stud:
ied the subject of investments, consulted with
bank clerks, notaries’ clerks at cafes, with no-
taries and avoues in their offices, and then de-
termined to place it at low interest and go to
Paris to live on what he could earn, investing
all the interest. - He did make money, and saw
how peasants deal with. their savings in run-
ning after high interest. . One of the cafes,
known as Le Magot, or. the little hoard—the
proverbial hoard of the old stocking—is near
Mouffetard, and frequented by country . Yolks
whe come into' town . with 'the’ products of
their gardens,-poultry yards, - and patches of
ground. Rochette left this Magot to serve in
another with.the same nickname -near the
Madeleine market, and in'the centre of the big
alimentary shops of ' La Rive Droite: = To
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complete his education, into which mineralogy
has never entered, or civil = engineering, he
joined a shorthand andtypewriting class,’and
also”availed himself of the tuition by corres-
pondence, which the “Commercial Pigier Uni-
versity” affords! The ‘tale of his .falling’in
there with a heautiful young typewriter, , the
daughter of poor but honest parents—a floor
polisher and a femme de menage—is a fiction,
probably to excite interest. He did not court
any young lady who studied' at. this “Uni-
versity'’ long, and pour le bon motif. He only
thought of marrying when he had an imme-
diate prospect of fortune. - The | match was
made up in the wusual French manner by
friends. ‘Mme. Rochette belongs to the minor
bourgeoisie. . Her father gave her a‘dot of
ten thousand francs. She had been educated
in a gonvent, had' fine eyes, good features, an
interesting face, musical tastes and falents,
and so. captivated Rochette at first sight that
he neversince has had éyes to see good looks
in any other woman. Cau
At the time of his marriage he had been
secretary to a financier whose bank came to
grief. . Rochette had directed the section con-
cerned .in mines, la publicite connected with '
that section, and had learned the ins and oufs
of Bourse business at an outside broker’s. He
had gone on a financial tour in Spain with his,
banking principal. No doubt he then learned
the magnificently irresponsible situation \in
that country of the directors of financial com-
panies.  He would have also heard much talk
about the underground wealth of Spain, the
mines of copper that, with capital, could .not
rival Rio Tinto; the zinc, the coal, and even
the tin mines that lie hidden away in Galicia.
At any rate, 'the-ideas he picked,up made
him, when the bank in question foundered,
set about saving from the wreck I ’Industrie
Miniere section. ' A cértain M. de la Fremoise
believed in him, and in advancing what money
he wanted to float, in 1904, I.e Credit Minier

(capital 5,500,000 fr.), sef Rochette’s foot in R

the stirrup. -He has singe been proving: his
faith by assisting him with sums making a
total of nearly a quarter of a million sterling,
and embracing his and his mother’s entire for-

tunes, - They still regard Rochette as the vie-

tim of vile jealousies,iintrigues, and resent-
ment at his attempts to “bear” the Petit Jour-
nal shares in order to become the: directing
shareholder. :
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Z Marshal Sir' Henry Wylie’ Norman,
G.C.B,, G.CM.G, C.ILE.; just isSued,
the London Times says; ;

“When Sir Henry Norman lay dy-
ing in Chelsea’ hospital, Sir Thomas
Barlow asked him what service he régarded as
the most useful he had been ‘able to render to
his country. Norman replied, “Without doubt,
at the siege of Delhi.” ' There can'be no ques-
tion ‘that he spoke the simple truth.” Sir Henry
Norman’s services were many and varied, but
he will always be best remembered as the young
lieutenant who played so great a part in the
siege ‘wherein the fortunes of England in India
more than once trembled in the balance. He
was ‘only thirty-one when he was thrust into-
the post of adjutant-general of the Delhi Field
Force, but he was thrice worthy of the confi-
dence reposed in him. Like so many of the sol- -
diers who figured in the epic of the Ridge, he
developed great qualities in a great emergency,
Truly India bred men. in those stormy days, and
among them there was no more modest, knight-
warrior than Henry Norman. ' Yet Delhi,
though the greatest episode, was still .only an
episode in a long. career.. He  had . already
fought at Chilianwala and Gujaret, in several
frontier expeditions, and in the Santal rebellion.
He was at the relief and capture of Lucknow,
and continued in the field until the clese of the
Mgtiny opfations, 'In later years fate called
him toforsake ‘the sword for the pen; and he
had a large share in the task of reorganizing

the Indian army. . He was governor.of Jamai-

ca’ and Queensland, and refused' the great of-
fice of ‘viceroy.of India.. He had the unique -
honor ‘to ‘be ‘promoted to the rank of field-
marshal when he had been forty years in civil
employ; and none deserved it better than the
brave old soldier who had. fought in scores of
actions. . But the glamor and the dramatic in-
terest of his Mutiny services, clugg about him
to the end, and Sir William Lee-Warner has
very wisely devoted the greater part of his ad-.
mirable memoir to those tragic, glorious years.
The story is very simply told, exactly as Nor-
man would have wished it to be. The'book is
4 record, and not a eulogy.. There was no need .
te rhapsodize over a career sq admirable and
so honorable. ‘. Sir'William: Lee-Warner, 'so far
“s possible, lets;the facts speak for themselves,
wnd in this’ respect is an entirely 'adequate
biographer. “No lofig ‘adventitions comments
“re necessary to enbance the burning interest
"I the great. siege, as 'revealed afresh in Nor-
man’s hurried but vivid letters to his, wife.

Although Sir Henty Norman had been ‘sol-
vering for -thirtéen 'yeats in ‘India .when the
lutiny broke. out, althiough he had seen much

hghting, althoughthe. was a zealous;able offi-
or who had the eonfidénce of his native troops, .
“Ithough . the ‘native officers of his regiment
aquely warred ‘him of what wds coming, yet
had no suspicion of the truth. It is a pecu- -

‘mind and body at 'a time when
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liarity of most Englishmen in India, which has
not ‘disappeared today, that they 'are loth fo
read signs of trouble. Very often ‘it is"not| that
they are unable to do so, but that they are un-
willing. © Norman in after years attributed the
Mutiny to three causes—first, the general set-
vice order and various changes that worried the’
soldier ; ‘secondly, the ‘annexation of Oudh;
thirdly, political intrigue; “the three causes to-
gether creating a spirit of discontent that flared
up ‘when the new cartridges gave rise-to the
cry that the Indian faiths were assailed.” Sir
William  Lee-Warner shrewdly remarks that
“some of the influences which led to that catas-
trophe are liable to recur.” We may add that
the lack of prescience which marked the British
adminisfration immediately Before the Mutiny
is equally liable to ‘be reproduced today. Not
many years ago an exalted Indian official cabled
home in all good faith that a certain great city
was thoroughly peaceful; and within twenty-
four hours guns were being trained down its
main' streets. :

The prominent part which Norman played
in the changes in command before Delhi has
not hitherto been generally-known. When he
saw that General Reed was too ill to continue~
in command, he took the serious responsibility
of sending his views in a letter, written . in
French, to Sir Hugh Wheeler at Cawnpore. Of
course the letter was never delivered, but he
;alsol telegraphed and.wrote to General Gowan '
at Lahore, who consented to assume milifary
command in the Upper Provinces. The problem
of the command of the Delhi field force still re-
mained, and it was Norman who had the cour-
age to sugest to Reed that the next two senior
‘officers should be passed over, and the control

ST & 3 S e R g a2
hedrd hith breathe 2 Wit abaut redring” At
the same'time, it seeths clear that there was a
period when Wilson needed stiffeping. It is ad-
. mitted that he wrete fo Sir John Lawrence that
“unless speedily reinforced, this force will soon
be so reduced by casualties dnd sickness that
nothing will be leftbut a retreat tq .Karnal”
The ' letter was.  sent  off . before
Norman _ saw . it. © When _ he
he .at once . pointed
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shown a copy, _ at d  out
to Wilson “the fearful effect that would be pro-
duced by our falling' back,” and urged that re-
- theat was impossible. . The general acquiesced
after a short conversation. Norman  subse-
quently took the view that Wilson simply. used
strong language in order, to induce Lawrence,
who at that time did. not fully appreciate the
difficlties before Delhi, to send all the ajd he
could. Sir William Lee-Warner speaks.of - Wil-
son’s letter as a “rhetorical sugggs,tion.” ‘We
think the balance. of evidence; especially. of
Norman’s conversation with Wilson, shows that
it was something more, :but at the most was
probably a momentary weakness. ~If the fear

expressed in the letter to Lawrence was: not

real, it is a fresh proof ofi the danger of writing
what one does not mean} for it has always cast
an unfortunate blemish on Wilson’s reputation.
On another incident about which there has
been much  contention, Sir Henry Norman’s
views are of great intetest. He believed that
Hodson: shot the three princes “because he be-
lieved they deserved death, and was apprehen-
sive if he brought them in alive their lives might
be spared.” He stated bluntly that he did not

believe there was'.a .menacing-crowd at Hu- '

mayun’s Tomb, and that Hedson “did ‘what 1
think in the highest degtee. wrong”; but he
made generous..ac ' ent ‘of - his fine

qualities as a soldier. 'Orie is tempted to difiger

over these records of the Delhi days, because
{they, after all, must always constitute Sir Henry.
“Norman's strongest claim to the grateful re-

was .
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CONSIDERABLE time ago (at far too
early an age; in fact) L read Voltaire’s
.“La Pucelle,” a savage sarcasm on the
traditional purity of Joan of Arc, very
dirty,-and very funny. I had not
thought of it again for years, but it
came back into my mind this morning because
began to turn over the leaves of the new
“Jeanne. d’Arc,” by that great ‘and graceful
writer, Anatole Erance. Itds written in.a tone
of tender sympathy, and a sort of sad reverence;
it never loses touch with a noble tact and cour-
* tesy, like that of a gentleman escorting a peas-
ant girl through the modern crowd. . It is inva-
riably respectful to Joan, and even respectful to
her religion.  And being myself .a furious ad-
mirer ‘of Joan the Maid, I have reflectively
compared- the two methods, and I come ‘to the
conclusion, that 1.prefer Voltaire’s. :
... When a ‘man of Voltaire’s school has to ex-
- plode a saint or a great religious hero, he says
that such a person is a common human fobl,
or a common human frayd. But when a man
like Anatole France has to explode a saint, ‘he
explains a saint as somebody belonging to his
particular  fussy 'little literaty set. Voltaire
read human nature into-Joan of Are, though it

. was only the brutal part of human nature, At

least it was not specially Voltaire’s nature. But
M. France read M. France’s nature into Joan
of Arc—all the cold kindness, all the homeless
sentimentalism of ‘the ‘modern literary: man.
Theere is one book that is recalled to 'mé with
startling vividness;~though I have not seen the
‘matter mentioned an'lnvh' ere ; Renan's “Vie ‘de
Jesus.” It has just the'same general intention;;
that if yon do riot attack Christianity, you. can
at least patronize it, My own instinct, apart

(of the force given to Archdale Wilson, Sir  “membrance of his Courtrymen, His own stead- ~frommy opinions, would be qitite the other way,

William Lee-Warner offers a strong vindication
of Wilson’s abilities, mainly on Norman’s own
testionty.’ Norman afterwards wrote:

./.“He (Wilson) first orgdnized our defensive

arrangements so that we ceased to have profit-
less a&d. useless . control in the suburbs, and
then initiated arrangements for an active siege,
so. that on the arrival of a siege train‘we were
in a position to ‘assault, did assault, and capy
tured Dethi. . This linvolved-a- strain wpon his
ar ¢ he was in very
bad health.. Above all, he inspired a confidence
in the troops that was most needed at this

.period.”

- Norman’s evidence is in very significant dis-
proof of the popular belief that a council of war
‘was held, at which was discugsed the: question
:whether or no any assault should be made. Ac-
cording to him, tihe famous “council” ‘was sim-
ply the nsual gathering to explain the plans of
attack  and - allot ‘posts, Norman apparently
‘held, and 'Sir William -Lee-Warner , evidently
agrees with him, that Nicholson’s dying threat.
was based 1ipon vague camp rumor. The rec-
ords left by Norman state that, althotigh he was
_constantly “near! General Wilson, he “mever

' .

fast spirit never faltered. .He never doubted
what the issue wonld be.' During the dreary

weeks of waiting for.the siege train he wrote to .

his wife at Simla:. - .o

“We shall gdsuccéSs‘full)lf-- through tﬁe busi- '

ness, and be stronger in India than we were be-

fore. . . . I have never ceased to feel en-

tire. confidence that Providence would help'us -

through if we helped ourselves and kept stout
*hearts, and-we -shall live to .quietly look back
on times stich 45 the world never saw in ‘our
age, and probably may never see-again”’ = .

- He returned to England a brevet ‘lieutenant-
colonel’and a ‘Campanidn of the Bath; and was
invited to.dine and sleep at Windsor while
“still regimentally’a lititenant in'a Sepoy regi-
ment.” It was at this time that the Duke of
Cambridge first honoredhim with a friendship
and esteem which was never afterwards with-
held. Though Norman never again saw active
service, so competent a judge as Lord Roberts

believed . that .he had ‘many of the -qualities

needed in a great soldiet.” - Sir William Les-

Warner deals concisely ﬂﬂh his later years,
though - discussing in swificient. detail his lorig .
period of work in the Indian secretariat,
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T I.disbelieved in Christianity, I should be the

lotidest. blasphemer in Hyde - Park.
.And I must say that the historical method
‘seems to me excessively unreasonable. . T have
no knowledge of history, but.I have as much
ktxbwledge ©of reason as Anatole France.. And,
if “agything is irrational, it seems to me that the
Renan-France way of dealing with miraculous
stories/ \is " irrational, © Theé ' Renan-France
method. is simply: this: you explain super-
natural’ stories ‘that have some foundation.
Suppose that<you are confronted with the
‘statement that Jack climbed up * the bean-
stalk into the sky. ' It is' perfectly. philoso-
hical to reply that ‘you do not think that
e did. . It'is (in my opinion) even more
»g:ilosppigical to reply that he may very pro-
bably. have done so.  But the Reran-
France method is te write like this: “Whet
we consider Jack’s;curious and, even perilous

‘eredity, which "nio doubt: was  derived from

a female green-grocer and a profligate priest,
we can easily understand how the’ ideas of
‘heaven and a beanstalk came to’ be combined
dn his mind. Moreover, thére is little doubt
that Re must have met some: wandering con-

jurerifrom India, who told him about the

t

~ possibly” have an
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kepticism

tricks of the mango plant, and how it is sent
-up to the sky.” We can imagine these two
friends, the old man and the young, wander-
ing in the woods together at evening, look-
ing at the red and level clouds, as on that
night when the old man pointed to a small
beanstalk, and’ told his too imaginative
companion that this also might be made to
scale the heavens.  And then, when we re-
member the 'quite exceptional psychology of
- Jack, when we remember how there was in:
Mim a union of the prosaic, the love of plain
vegetables, with an almost frrelevant eager-
ness for the unattainable, for invisibility and
the void, we shall no' longer wonder that it
was_to him especially that was sent this
sweet, thoug’h merely symbolic, dream of the
tree uditing earth 'and heaven.” . That is
the way that Renan and France write, onl
they ‘do it better. * But, really, a rationalis
like myself' becomes ‘a little impatient and
feels inclined to say,” “But hang it all,i what
do you know about the heredity of Jack'

the psychology ‘of Jack?” You know nothing
about Jack ‘at all, ‘except that some people
say that he climbed up a beanstalk. Nobody
‘would ever have thought of mentioning him
if he hadn't. Yoy must interpret him in
terms of the beanstalk religion; you cannot
merely interpret religion in terms of him. We
have the materials of this story, and we can
believe ;them, or not.. But we:have not got

 the miaterials tomake another : story.”

It is no exaggeration to say that this is the.
manner of M. Anatole France .in »deal% :
with Joan of Are. Because her miracle is ine

credible to his somewhat old-fashioned r
ialism, he does not therefore dismiss it«and
her to fairyland with Jack and the beanstalk:
He tries to invent,a real story, for which he
‘can find no real "evidence. " He produces a
scientific explanation’ which is: quite ‘destitute
of any scientific proof. It is as if 1. (being
entirely ignorant of botany and . chemistry
said that the beanstalk grew to- the' sky be-
cause, nitrogen. and argon got into' the sub-
sidiary duets of the corolla, To take g;e ‘most.
‘obyious, example, the principal character in
M. France’s story is a person who never ex- .
isted at'all.  All Joan’s wisdom and-energy,
1t seems, came frm .a certain priest, of whom
there is hot the tiniest trace in all the multi-
fudinous records of her life. The only foun-
dation I can find for this fancy is the highls
'undemocratic idea that a peasant girl could not
ideas of her own. It
very hard for a freethinker to remain denk
cratic. The writer seems:altogether to forg
what is. meant by the moral atmosphere o

‘community, To say that Joan must ‘have .

learned her vision of a virgin overthrowing

evil from a priest, i¥ like ' saying that some
‘modern ‘girl in"London, pitying the poor, must.

have learnt it from a_ labor member. &

y:oq}d,tlggm li;lg whe&tgfe labor member learnt
it==in the whole state of our society —London.
Tiistrated Newa, s 0 | o0 oekongon
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