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red to strike, but, ere his blow fe)
as ripped so terribly. that his bow.
ua?ed hgmth,1 Here wag no vice.-
Yy Ior him, enly the harren ki
e grave. y A T S sdim
ivenge me!” he yelled, as he fol] ;
{} for fyonl:]l: would-be slayer isel}vi‘l‘.
ul o is OWn Weapons fhe
against him, " being
Muhammed Khan,
mi]l;l, :ceiug his own
all the more certgin
ailure of the Empel;zr’l;"m(.f
r—thinking, too, that Sher Afehan
t be taken at a disadvantage whilst
ked down.on his prostrate foe.
forward and dealt the Persian a
y stroke on the head with a scim-
Sher Afghan turned and kijleq
on the spot. :
chaneed, unhappily, that among
in the immediate vicinity of this
n quarrel the Kotwal's retainers
utnumbered the followers of Sher
an, many of whose men were vét
, while others were scouring fhe
ns. The native of India may aj-
be trusted to avenge his master's
, so a certain dog-like fidelity in-
& score or more to attack the Pep.
simultaneously. Realizing his dan-
he possessed himself of the fallen
al’s sword and fought furieusly, cry-
udly for help. Oh, for a few light-
sweeps of the good straight blades
ing peacefully in their seabbards by
eds of his English allies! How they
have equalized the odds in that
me moment! How Roger would
shorn the heads and Walter slit the
g throats of the jackals who yelp-
ound fhe undaunted but overpower-
jan!
the blood from the Kotwal's blow
into his eyes, and be sfruck blind-
rcely.  Cloger pressed the gang,
at last, he fell to his kpees, struck
by a matehlock bullet. - He.must
felt that his last hour had come.
ling round in erder fp face to-
Meeca, he wused his waning
th to pick up some dust from the
fpath. He poured it over his head
ay of ablution. strove to rise and
the unequal fight. and sank back
A spear thrust brought the end,
e man who had dared to rival a
'e love died in the garden to which
esence of Nur Mahal had lent vo-
and passion, -

r, whom the clash of steel might
roused from the tomb, stirred un-
_in his sleep when the first sounds

fight smote his unconscious ears.

ot waked him, though nat . to

h comprehension, so utterly pos-

was he with' drowsiness,

a light flashed in the reom, and
w a beautiful woman standing in
er doorway, a woman ‘whose ex-
e face was white ‘and tense as she
tloft a lamp and cried:—
by do ye tar? here when my hus-
',ia ﬁa%ting or his ‘life and for
he was wide awake. It was Nur
unveiled and zobed all in white,
stood. there.and, spakpise vehem-

- he sprang, and roused Mowbray
is mighty grip, “Fhe mew conflict
over Sher Afghan’s body was
in his ears, for several Ralputs

e, too late, to their master's

ncee. » ¥

in heaveny lad!" - he woared,

's a fray in full blast and we snor-
ave at them, Walter! The pac..

,“'.“ 3 y

words, no less than g vigorous

g, awoke his com on, g
come speedilyl” wailed Nur Ma-
in. “I know not what is hap-

, but I heard my husband’s voice
for aid.” :

_ needed wmo further . bidding,
their eyes were strangely heavy
ir bodies relaxed, Onee they were

‘the night air and running towards
of voices the stupor passed,  Yet,
ey reached the main alley, where
fghan lay dead, they knew not

-to strike nor whom fo spare, so
ed were the combatants/and so
d the riot of ringing seimitars, of

. shouts, of a appeals for

Nur Mahal, quicker than they to
puish hetween mnative and  native,
she ran with them— -
husband’s men wear white tur-
All the others are rs,”
needed no further instruction.
‘they saw a bare poll; a skull cap,
lark turbsn; they hit it, and the
. equal before, soen became one
. The presence of Roger alone de-
the fight instantly. Kutob-ud-
the Kotwal had assured their
ters that the Fleringhis were dead
ted, in vague terms that the loot-
the Diwan’s house would not b,e,
etly inquired into if the “search
- Thugs were resisted.
‘here was the terrifie-mass of the
[Jooming through the might,- and
as his sword sweeping & six-foot
in front of him, No man who
waited for closer proof of his
. Soon the Garden of Heart's
was emptied of the gang save
ho were dead or too badly injur-
wl. Then light was brought.
‘Mahal was the first to find her
's body. She threw herself by
) in a gust' of tears. o g
have Slﬂﬂ}

an  estute
advancemen;

!” she sobbed, “they
t iz my fault, O prince of men:
vil fate made thee wed me, Sher
? L vow to Allah, though I
ot love thee living, I shall mourn
d. Jabangir, if thon hast done
, hitterly shalt thou rae jt! Ob,
band, thou art fallen because of
rorthy woman!”
with difficulty - that = Walter
uade her to leave the corpse of
hero. Tears choked her voice,
self-reproach was hearfrending,
h as it was quite undeserved.
raught girl could net be blamed
a marriage planned for state
had not prospered, and- even
y, who was prejudiced against
w quite well that she was 1o
this night attack ggainst her
house. -
¥, he led her to the trembling
-women who cowered within, and
ressed himself to ap inquiry into
had taken place. ¢
by piece, the tangle resolved jt-
At first, the references of the
n-at the gate, supported by cer-
unded - prisoners who gave testi-
the presence of Thugs im the
were puzzling. But a: Rajpul,
w the ways of these human
found a smear of oil and dust
the wall of the sahib's bedroom,
n fraced their tracks, to some
by similar marks en the floor-

ulet.
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None could guess the reason of the
uugs failure, which was unprecedent-
¢d, but the remainder of the serdid story
was legible enough. A

Two hours betore dawn, Wailler sent
word to NBp Mahal that he wished to
consult her.” ‘She came instantly, and he
yoted, to his surprise, that she was
carbed as for a journey. i
“"He began to tell her what he had
discovered, but.soon she interrupted him.

~I know all that, and ‘more,” she
said. “I can even tell you jhat will be
done tomorrow. Jahangir will repudiate
the deed, and execute those concerned in-
it whom he can lay hands on. But you
and I are doomed. With ‘Sher Afghan
dead, who shall uphold us? We havé
put one course open. We must fly, if we
would save our lives. Let us go now,
ere daybreak, and ride to Burdwan.
Once there, I can frame plans for ven-
geance, whilst you shall go to Calcutta,
not unrewarded.”

The firmness of her- tone astounded
Mowbray as greatly as the nature of
her proposal. When he’éame to seek
Roger’s advice he found that his friend
nad swung round to the view that it was
hopeless now to seek ‘redress from the
Emperor. The number and valor of
Sher Afghan’s retainers gave some prom-
ise of security, and, once away from
the capital, there was a chance of es
méi Nur Mahal was told that they
would adopt her counsel, apd it ‘was
wonderful to see how a woman, in that'
nour of distress and® danger, imposed
her will on every man she’encounitered.

It was Nur Mahal who instrucfed cer-

" {ain servants of her father’s to see to the

embalming of her husband’s ‘body and
its safe conveyance to Burdwan. It was
she who sent couriers to start the eara-
van of the Feringhis on a false trail back
to Delhi. It was she who arranged the
details of the first march, forgetting
nothing, but correcting even the most
experienced .of Sher Afghan’s lienten-
ants when he declared impossible - that
which she sai® was possible.

And finally, it was Nur Mahal who,
after a last look at the face of liim whom

she revered more in death than in life,]

rode out again into ‘the darkness, from
the Garden of Heart’s Delight. But,
this time, Walter Mowbray and Roger
Sainton rode with lier, and those three,
as it happened, held the future of India
in the hollow of their hands.

CHAPTER XII. e

“Who ever loved that loved not at first
sight?”’ e oy >
—Marlowe, “Hero and Leander. ,‘

Of all the perils: encountered by Walter
Mowbray since ‘he left his home in
Wensleydale, there was none so impalp-
able, and therefore none so mortal, as
the daily companionship*of Nur Mahal.
She used no wiles, practised no arts—
her subtle. mesmerism was the unseen
power of the lodestone. At first, there
never was woman more retiring. Mow-
bray and Sainton were seldom absent
from her side; nevertheless, she spoke
only when the exigenties of the journey
demanded a few simple words. The hor-
ror of Sher Afghan’s death seemeéd to
weight on her heart, and ‘her natural
vivacity was almost wholly eclipsed. Y_et
her face would kindle  with a rare smile
when acknowledging some trivial act,
and the fragrance of her presence might
be likened to <the “scent of roses 'in a
garden by night:” It was there, ravish-
ing-‘the verpidais; whilst 'its: sourte re-
mained invisible. s
during many Wweary hours,; and bore with-

out a murmur hardships under ~whiel | an
"lake,” she said. "It mirrors that which

her more robust waiting’ women  sank,
one by one; uiftil five out of eight were

perforce left “to Treeuperate : in -variousjf

small towns passed on the way, she
never lost that wondrous sense of ‘de-
lightfn] feminity -which constituted her
chief attraction -and her: most dangero
allirement. : Fap et
In guiding, ' counselling, controlling,
ber intellect was crystal ice; but Jet any
man render heia service, et him help
her to dismount or bring her a cup of
water, and, with the touch of her haud;
the flash of her deep violet eyes, she
thrilled him-to the core. It was natural
that- Walfer should” be:-her attendant
cavalier 'on many such occasions, a fact
greatly to be regretted in the interests
of Nellie® Roe, whose saucy blue eyes
and golden locks were too far away to
deaden completely -the. effect of Nur
Mahal’s: bewitching personality. = And,
truth to tell, Emgland liad - a somewhat
shadowy aspeet in those days. .
three yearS of sojourn in the East, here
were Mowbray and his faithful compan-
ion no better off' than when they rode
along the North Road into London one
fair summer’s -afternoon to seek their
fortunes.. Then ‘they had their swords,
some equipment, and a few: crowns.in’
their pockets. - Their case -was even
worse in this semi-barbaugu land, for
they themselves were fugitives from the
spleen of a vengeful tyrant! iy
Not even Roger was proof against the
magic of ‘Nur Mahal’s smiles. At the
close of the - third march, when their
leg-weary horses were unable to reach
the hamlet of Mainpura, the .dntehded
goal of the might, they camped under a
tope of trees, lit fires, and proceeded to'
make themselves as cemnfortable as cir-
cumstances’ permitted until- the dawn.
Nur Mahal, having taken leave of them
with her accustomed grace, rested in a
small tent ‘(hich was carried by a pack
animal.. “Mowbray and Sainton’ sat on
saddles piled near a fire, and Roger
showed the trend of his thoughts by ask-

in‘ﬂ-‘ vk & i By e
“Is it in your mind, Walter, to' tarry
long in ‘Burdwan after we have brought
my lady thither?” * ;

“How can I answer? We are but a
degree remeoved from beggars. If she
gives- us the wherewithal to journey
speedily to Calcutta, why should we re-
main at: Burdwan?”. =~

“You parry one question with anoth-
er. -1 may be much “inistaken, yet 1
doubt if my lady sought our escort for
the sake of the journey.” ;

Mowbray, who was striving ‘to burnish
a rusted -bit, looked sharply at his big
comrade, whose broad red face, propped
on his hands, was clearly revealed by
the daneing flames.

“Out with it, Roger;” he' cried. “Thou’

hast not been so chary of thy words for
many @ yERRY. o o Sy

“Well, to be plain,” said the other, ' T
think yon bonny head is well dowered
wi' brains., - Here is a land where wit,
wedded to a good sword, can win its
way. Were you and she married—nay,
jump not in that fashion, like a ‘trput on
a hook, else I may deem the fly well
thrown—were you and she ‘marpied,
say, she is just a likely sort of quean to
carve out a kingdom for herself. Here
You have Msahmouds,  Rajputs, Hindu-
stanis, Bengalis, and the Lord knows
what hotch-poteh of warring :folk, each
at variance with the other, and all unit-|
ed against a galling yoke such as may
fairly be expected from Jahangir! -Why,
man, were you lord of Burdwan and hus-
band of Nur - Mahal, you might  run
through India. like & ' red-hot cinder
through a tub of butter.”

Mowbray breathed hard on the steel in

_been more confused and, b

hough she rode fast}

4 road ' whence onetrack

After|

bhis hands. - ST R

“Roger,” he said, “had you not
half a kid an hour tgo I wo
dosed you for a fever.” - 3

*Aye, aye, make a jibe of - {
there’s many a true word spoken ifi‘jest.
1f King Cophetua could woo a gpr-.
maid, the devil seize me if it be not
more likely that the beauty tucked up
under yonder canvas should make peace
wiltfh”a fine swaggering blade like thy-
self.

“Thou art too modest, Roger.” If she
wants 2 hammer wherewith to beat out
an empire, where sould she find a mallet
to equal thee?” And is it not reasonable
to suppose, if such were her intent, she
would have furthered the aims of our
poor friend, Sher Afghan? He was of
her own peeple, and would soon find a
backing.t! s - ‘J-. P N

*“It seems that any man will suit her
needs save the one she fancies,” said
Roger drily, and, to Mowbray’s exceed-
ing relief, he 'pursued the matter no
further. T i

Yet the notion throve on - certainm
doubts which it must have found im-
bedded in Walter's own mind, and, next
day, with the memories of Nellie Roe
very “tender in his heart, now that all
chance of wedding her was lost in gloom,
he avoided Nur Mahal as thoroughly as
politeness would admit. She gave no
sign of discontent, ‘but suffered him to
go his new gait in ‘silence. . Once, in-
deed, when he made to help her onto
her Arab horse, she sprang to the saddle

when 'she parted from-him. nﬁi‘"noger
with a few pleasant words, a fold of her
veil screened her face. ki )

It were idle to pretend that Mowbray
was in his, usual happy ‘vein during this
part of the journey, and when, at the
next evening’s halt, as Nur Mahal sig-
nified that after Sainton and he 'had
eaten she would be glad of some con-
varsation with them, he was, if not elat-
ed, certainly much more cheerful. =

She received them with smiling grav-
ity and bade them be seated on stools
which hier servants had procured in the
village . where their little camp was
pitched. She herself reclined on a num:
ber of furs which served as a, couch
when she slept. They noticed that her
dress, which, by some marvel, was: white
-and fresh, was devoid of ornament. In-
dian widows wear purple, but the exi-
gencies of the hour might well excuse
‘this neglect of custom, and, for - that
matter, Nur Mahal ‘was not one to pay
.any heed to such ordinances.

“I have fancied,” she said, address-
ing Roger, “that you are not wholly sat-
isfied with this presént journey, Sainton-
sahib.” ; SRR -

Now, Roger was so taken aback by
this side stroke that he blurted out:—

“In the name of your -excellent pro-
phiet, Princess, why do you charge this
to me?’ S

She flashed her star-like eyes on Mow-

ey ;
“Pérhaps 1 am mistaken." It is you,
Mowbray-saliib, who would ‘gladly be
quit of my poor company?”
The attack on Roger had prepared
himy,” as, indeed, Nur Mahal may have

meant that it should. ~ -

Your Highness,” he said, ‘has some
good motive in stating’ a ‘belief which
woul:’i otherwisé be incredible. What
is it?” ke i S R AR
. She sighed and answered not for a
moment.. Maybe she wished Walter had
consequence,
mote. lover-like..; But, when she spoke,
her sweet.voice was well-controlled,: Th
flair ‘was of sHght impért frem ‘all: the
index that Her hanner gave. > Yo

“A woman’s mind is oft like a'smooth

it sees; but a&'little puff of wind will dis-
tort tlie- image into some quaint con:
‘ceit. Let that pass. My object in seek-
ing your presénce has naught'to do’with

sunrise, we rteach that point on the
k leads to the
Ganges, and to Calcutta, and the other]
‘to Burdwan. It ‘will, 1 do not doubt,
be better-to make your way ta'the river,
and-leave me and my wretched fortunes
to the hazard which the future has in
store. - I am greatly beholden to you for
all that you have- done in the.past, and
it grieves me sorely that this journey,
taken so unexpectedly, ledves me so
short of money that I 'can-only-offer you
a sum which “is barely suficient ‘for -the
expenses of the voyage down the Gan-
ges. But I have in my f n a
goodly ‘store of' jewels; and ‘in “Calcutta,
or in your own country, there ‘are :mer-
chants . who will ‘buy- them 'at a fair
price. Take them, and be not'angered
with me, for I would not have you go
away thinking that my aequaintance had
brought naught but ill luck.”
. From beneath a fold of her sari.she
produced ‘a small: cedar wood Box which
she offered to. Walter. - He sprang to
his feet, with face aflame. L3t
“I. may be only a poor merchant,
‘Princess,” he cried, “but I have yet to
‘learn from your own lips what word or
deed of mine leads you to believe that'I
would rob a woman of her diamonds.”
“Ohe,” she wailed, with a very pleas-
ing pout, ‘how have I offended your
Jordship, and who talks of robbery where
a free gift is intended? Tell me, you
.whom they call Hathi-sabib, see yi
aught amiss in taking the only valuable
articles I can presently bestow?” -
“Please God!” said Roger, “we shall
set, you and your gems safe within the.
walls of Burdwan ere weturn our faces
towards Calcutta, and that js all my
friend Walter meant by his outburst.”
Her eyes fell until the long lashes

| swept the peach bloom of her creeks,

Jfor the physical difficulties of the jour-
ney, instead of exhausting her, had add-
ed to her beauty by tinting with rose the
lily white of her complexion. - §

“Is that s0?” she murmured, and Wal-
ter, who knew that she questioned him,
said instantly:— Y

“No other thought entered our minds.”

“It is well. .I shall retain my trinkets
a little while longer, it seems.”
. ‘She laughed quietly, with a note of
girlish happiness in her mirth that he
had not caught since the day of their
first meeting in the Garden of Heart’s
Delight. : 5

“Now that you have repaired my im-
agined loss,” she said, “will you not be
seated again, and tell me something of
“your country. I have heard that wo-
men there differ greatly from us in
India. Are they very pretty? Do they
grow tall, like Sainton-sahib?”

Here was a topic from which their
talk might branch in any direction. Soon

life in London and the North, while a
chance reference to his father led up to
the story of Dom Geronimo’s crime, and
the implacable hatred he bore towards
even the son of his vietim, - :

Nur Mahal followed the references to
the Jesuit with close interest.” When!
Mowbray would have passed to some|
other subject she interrupted him, ang
-clapped her hands as a signal to one of
her women, whom she bade summon Jai

, the Rajput, chief of her guard,

“What was the story you heard on the
road ds we returned to Agra?’ she ask-
éd ‘when the rissaldar stood before her.
“It dealt with certain Christian priests

wha dwell in that city; and with others

ere he counld approach; and, -at might,|’

idle. thoughts. Tomorrow,’ an hour after|

00| sould befall Nur ‘Mahal, is it not better

| to the odds.”

Walter was telling her of his mother, of d

‘at Hughli, if T mistoke not.” <~
“A dervish, who sought some grain,

Vataly Slinden o scize st e Hlek

too tolerant towards the Feringhis to
listen to him. Now,; said the dervish,
Jahangir would make all the men gbood
Mahomedans and send their young ‘wo-
men to the zenana.” ‘ b oy

“You hear,” she said as Jai Singh sa-
luted and disappeared. ‘“Jahaugir is op-
posed to strangers, and if is quite prob-
able that he harbors some such project,
which he has~discoursed with the moul-
lahs, being anxious to win their favor.”

. “But the crow was standing by his
side ‘when we went to the ‘palace,” put
in Roger. § i

“That may well be. If this man spoke
evil against you, Jahangir would listen,
though his own purpose remained “un-
changed. I had this in my mind when
you spoke of going to Calcutta.”

“When you spoke of sending . us
thither tomorrow, you mean,” cried Wal-
ter. :

“I should have wamed you,” she re-
plied, but her hearers saw another pur-
pose belind her words, because anything
in the shape of a disturbance on the
‘Hughli rendered it very necessary that
they should tarry at Burdwan and avoid
the riyer route until the trouble was
e

Gy
in ‘Mowbray’s breast, but Nur Mahal's
soft. voice allayed. it. T

“It must not be forgotten,” she said,
“that affairs at Agra may cause the
King to forego the folly he contemplates.
Khusrow, his brother, has many adher-
ents, ‘and if Jahangir, as I am told is
true, devotes his waking hours fo wine
and: dissolute companions, he shall not
long retain the throne his father builf so
solidly.”

Both men recalled . Sher Afghan’s
words. How strange it was that i.
wife, 'who had not quitted the walls v
Dilkusha ' during the .few hours of -her
recent tenancy, should be so well:inform-
ed as to events in the palace. *

Walter laughed. ™

“If I could not see your face and hear
your voice,” he ¢ried, *’twere easy to
believe it was the Diwan, and not his
incomparable daughter who spoke with

“Incomparable! It is an idle ward.
Who-is incomparable? Not I. ~Assured-
ly. there is & ‘maid beyond the sea whose
attractions far outweigh mine in your
estimation, Mowbray-sahib.. Nay, seek
not for some adroit phrase to Hatter and
mislead. Men tell me I am beautiful,
but there never yet was a rose in a gar-
den which the next south wind did not
help to destroy 'while fanning its bud-
ding rival 'into greater charm.” -

_She spoke with a vehemence that
caused Roger, who followed her peetic
Persian simile with difficulty, to believe
!tlh;t Walter had said something to wex| .

**What ails.thy tougne tonight, lad?”’
he cried in Enghsh. It is not wont to
rasp so harshly on such fair substance.”,

*You. disturb my comrade,” said Mow-
bray, glanciug. covertly into the girl's
eyes. “He thinks I have offended you.””

She flung a glance.at Sainton, and
' laughed. Some pleasant quip was.on
her lips, but,” in that instant, the hoof-
beats of horses, hard.ridden, came to.their
ears. - In the present state of® the~fugi-
. tives; the sound :was: ominous.---At..once’
' the men were on their feet. Mowbray
bade Nur Mahal rétire to'her tent, an or-
der which she was slow to obey, ‘and
- then befook himself to the disposal of his
small force, lest, perchance, the distant
galloping signaled the approach of pur-
suers.

-and it was strange indeed that any party
.of horse should ride with 'such speed
over a broken road. . ; N

It was essential that the nature of the
cavalcade should be ascertained before it
were permitted to come too close. - Flight |
~was not to be thought of, owing to the
condition of the horses, If the new-

bold"

Rissalder J; ;
mount and ride forward with two sowars
“to bring -the party to a halt. If they
. were strangers, of peaceable intent, he
would courteously request them to pass,
and explaining the.necessity of the pre-.
caution taken. = Were they the King’s
men, he was to demand a parley with
their leader, failing. which, he and his
companions must. turn and ride at top
. speed towards the village, giving the de-
fending forceé, stationed under a clump
~of trees on both sides of the road, an
opggmprty to- ambush the enemy on
both flanks. :

ot and strike first. .

hurriedly - that Jai Singh cantered off

a quarter of a mile away. | Mowbray
and Sainton, adjusting their sword-belts,
stood on the road between their men and
.listened for the first sounds which should
indicate thé reception given to the ris-
salder. :

Suddenly Roger said:  “Lest harm
that you should take a couple of horses
| and” lead her to some point removed
from  the track? Then, if this force
overwhelms us, you have a chance of es-
cape, whereas the presence of one sword
-more or less will make slight difference

';m &hidd y’éldshmeﬁlt what' you
ave said, you'and I should quarrel,” re-
totted"jW‘Rgr.‘ ek m; '
“Sooner my right hand quarrel with
the left. Yet my counsel is good. Whilst
one of us Jives she is not wholly bereft,
and you are the Iad of her choosing. 1’
fdith, if she showed me such preference,
I'd take a similar offer from thee.’ et
“Youn are not wont to anticipate dis-
aster, Roger, nor yet to frame such
clumsy excuse.”, i
“I have never before-been .so mixed
up with a2 woman. 'Argue not, Walter,
but away with her. DI’ll strike more
freely if I ken you are safe. It is good
generalship, too. She is the treasure
they seek, and she should not be left to
the gmzard of .a rough-and-tumble in the
dark.” 1k ¥ L
| “Then let her ride alone if she be 8o,
minded. ‘We have fought side by side
too. often, - Roger, that we &hould be
separated now.” -
Sainton’s huge hand reached out in the
gloom ‘and gripped hii comrade’s shoul-

er. :
“Gad,”Walter,” he growled, “thou art
tough ‘#ak. - Least sald is"soonest mend-
ed, but-the notion jumbles in my ‘thick|
head that Nur Mahal will surely be a
queen, and that thou art fated to help
her crowning, Hark!" What now ??
_ They heard Jai Singh’s loud challenge,
followed by the confused halting of a
large body of horse. e eclang of arms
and the champing of bits came to them
plainly. The distance was too great to
‘distingnish voices at an ordinary pitch,
but ‘it was reasonable to suppose that
.Jai Singh was conversing with some one
in authority. - = Fo

They were not kept long in suspense,
| A few horsemen advanced: slowly, Jai

Singh at ‘their head:
hand, *“there is one

fidence. ‘Walter,

this undertaking neass its

, @ Sense of,diitmst welled uD| erye to condenmse t

Emperor

carries his master’s commands.

Cer.

you.”

the sparse crop of somle poor:

while as yet the invisible.horsemen were| i1¢5 the midst of 'thie Bt

there was a rapture

and London Tower, b
bondage chaining him with a .glamor

whén close at
who weuld con-

“Sahibal” he ecalled,

3 : verse with your ips in privacy.”,
robes because they encouraged, the: f:' Am;om’fge fealty.of. a2 Rajput to his
tuguese tra ~to greater bolhg €! salt can never be , there was a
5 counseled the great Akbar fo that| chance that Jai Singh might have' beex|
effect, but the Emperor, his father, Was| geluded info an exhibition of false con-

,- therefore, ordered his
little force to amarch close behind Roger

and himself, but when he saw that Jai!

Singh and the two sowars were accom-

panied by only one ‘man he knew that
" his suspicions were not well founded.

The stranger was the Chief Bunuch of
Jahangir’s court, and the mere presence
of such a functionary betrayed the ob-
ject of the pursuit. g ke

He dismounted and salaamed deeply.

“Praised be the name of Allah that
close!”  he
cried, his- queer, cracked voice rising and
falling in' irregular falsetto. “Seldom
have men and never has a woman ridden
so fast and far during so many days.
Had not those whom you left on the way
assured me ‘that you were truly before

me, I had returned to Agra long since,

though my “head ¢ might have paid the
forfeit of -a fruitless errand.” -
The Chief Eunuch, important official

though he was, commanded little res-

péct from othér men.” Even the manmner
of Jai Singh’s announcement of his pres-

ence betmayed the contempt with which
‘ereatures of his’ type were held.

So

‘Walter said, sternly enought—
“The length of the journey might well
peech. Hast

thou brought sonfe ge from the
“If so, out with it.” .

“Honored one,.I am charged to escort
the. Princess Nur Mahal back tn: Agra,
where.” sayeth my Lord. the King, she
can dwell in neace and content in: her
father’s hounse.”’ A -

“What sayeth the capon?”’ demanded

Roger,  who .caught the peremptory: tone| -

of the man’s words and was minded to

clout him, for such-a menial is apt to

become unconsciously insolent when he
Mowbray’s® restraining ' hand warned

Roger not to interfere. 2

“Is that all?” he said with ominous

calm, 5 :
*No, protector of the poor. The Em-

peror Jahangir sends his compliments to
you and the Hathi-sahib.

.He says
that if you return with the Princess you

shall be received with 4ll henor, paid in
such “wisdom, .. . - /full, and forwarded, at his proper charge,
to-Ajmere on the road fo Bombay.” .

“And if we refuse the King’s offer?
“Why should you refuse, sahib? My
Lord, the King, is'wroth that any should

dare act as did that foolish man, Kutub-

ud-din. = All those who took part in the
attack on Sher Afghan have been impal-

ed alive on the road leading from Dil-

kusha to the bridge of boats. .1 and my

companions rode between their writhing

bodies as we quitted Agra.”
“1t were feolish to /wmstrust so just a

monarch, yet what say you if we choose

rathier to proeeed to Burdwan?”’ ;
The Cluef Junuch' suddenly -became
very humble, - ; :
*I am only an eavoy,” he said. “Be~
hind, © there are: two’ iuudred soldiers,

mounted oir'the best'horses in the King's

stables and - commanded by a valiant on-
Behind them, there is the might of
the* Bmpire. * I pray you believe that my
Lord,  Jalangir, means ' to do well by

There is an Indian §tory-of a crocodile
inviting a lamb to inspéct his beautiru

teeth as he lay  wil mouth open,
but the, messengér’s fair words placed

Walter in a quandary. Obviously, he

must consnlt Nur Mshal ere he return-
ed the answer which was ready enough

on his lips, for he thought that the:two
hundred, however valiant their officer,
The night was dark but clear, j;vou]dtne;fr d:trentaojp;%tt:’c:mt%e psn.m-
the only light being that of the stars, Apft 0% SR 4 4

ghan, especially when they knew that

‘they must  also ercounter the terrible

Man-Elephant.. ‘A fér the King's arm-
ies, Burdwan was & far.cry. 7
shortly. - “Keep. thing§ as they are until
I return. I go -to seek Nur'Mahal.”

A cloaked woman, who had passed

silently between the line of soldiers on

comers were the Emperor's minions the| sy, “who Hea 2 ]
only ﬁ:to avoid capture was to show a ‘Ihg mfgg‘::dg;m%nl{f;?g;:::gdﬁorghﬁ

Walter said, though' he ‘used Bnglish to

Jai Singh was ordered t0fmainton. She darted forward mew and

clasped his arm, Hiven before she spoke
he knew who it was, for the mere touch
of her fingers thrilled him. & ;

“I am here!” she whispered. ‘et us
draw apart.. I have that to say which
is best said now. Oune of ns two must

answer that man, and .we gain nanght by

delay.”oi by b :
By the roadside grewa flelu of millet,
t in th
village- who cared .little. to:,"‘]’ﬁings ,o‘;
courts. He would grin with' amaze if

 told that:his small belding formed the| 1¥.

council-chamber in which was settled the

It was a hasty scheme, evoived SO1 affairs of a matiom.  Yet it was so’in
very truth, for Nur Mahal ‘led Mowbray

fthe ing crop unti
they were out of earshot of the 6&;: ]

“Then' she turned ' towards him, and
as a rapture i her face whici,
wildering, though ‘the way in

was h
she ‘still clung’to his arm caused

whi

the’ warm ‘bloed to tingle in his veins.

“Tell me,” she murmured. softly; “if

we go _to Burdwan, are. you. content to

abide there?”
~ CHAPTER.XIIIL .
“A man that hath friends must show

himself friendly; and there i i
that sticketh closer tha B

in a brother,”
,w——Prov. xviil. 24.

That man would Ye'd b‘foql .who pre-'

—]

tended to misunderstand her. She would
have 'said more, but words failed. Her

labored breath betrayed her, and the

light that kindles only in a woman’s eyes

leaped out at him. . He seemed to be
wandering in' a mgze with a siren as
guide. = What magic’ spell surrounded

him?2 Why had the arrival of Jabangir's

messenger forced this tacit avowal from
the lips of the proundest woman in Tndia?

If she defied the Emperor and con-
tinued the journey to Burdwan, it must

be as the pyomjse'd wife of Walter Movy-
bray, an alien in race, and one who p
fessed a

hostile - faith., Never was
stranger compact - dreamed of.. They
knew little of each other, beyond the ac-
quaintance arising from an enforced

companionship of five days. They scarce
had a thought in common. They were
. bred and-reared under social conditions

as wide asunder as-the poles. Nature,

indeed. careless of arbitrary restrictions,
had fashioned ‘them in superb-compari-

son, for never were man and -woman
better mated physically than these two.
But the law which parts the East and

the West divided ‘them, and, although

Nur Mahal would’ ave scorned the un-

seen barrier, Mowbrav drew back. As-
suredly, there iy no knowing

: what his
answer wonld have beeén ‘had. not an-
other face risen hefore his entranced vis-

ion. and a desnairing voice eried bifterly ;

in his ears: “Oh, Ann, they have taken

him!"” >

Yes, though far from Spanish halberds
here was lifelong

more -enduring than fetters of iron. It

says much for the charms of Eleanor

i

when iast their eyes met on the Thames-
side. quay. rescued her lover .now fror
Wemy«gmbnce of a most potent

. It was no &ne for measured, phrase.

His h -xose in pity as he took Nur
M{inl.gtﬁl arms for an instant.

“Sweet lady,” he said, ‘“were I not
pledgéd to ‘whom -1 hold dear as my
very soul 1 would abide with you in
Burdwan, and my sword should defend

inan ean gainsay his fate. e can
only keep his conscience clean and leave
the rest to God. 1 came to India hoping
1o earn 'a fortune wherewith I could re-
turn to my own land and claim my love.
I-have failed, yet my purpose will en-
dure until I succeed or die.”

He felt the shrinking form he. held
shake with a sob, and he would have
striven to comfort her with some falter-
ing prediction of future happiness had
she ndt raised her beautiful face in wild
appeal.

*I have not humbled myself in vain,”
she fiercely cried. “You must not deem
me unworthy because I have departed
from the path ordained for my sex. I
am no tithid maid who nurses her woes
in secret. In may be that I am ineapable
of . feeling that which other women call
love. Never was man more deserving of
true and faithful wife than Sher Af-
ghan.. Yet I hated him. You are one
whom I eould trust and honor. Had the
fates willed it we should have gone far
together.  Now I yield to my destiny.
Go! Tt ¥s ended. If I never see your
face again, at least think well of me,
and strive to forget that, in a moment
of folly, I sacrificed my self-respect for
your sake.”

And now she struggled to free her-
self, but, because of his true regard for
.her,; he would not.suffer her to leave him
in such self-condemning mood.

“Nay, fair lady,” he murmured, “we
do not . part thus. -I have misjudged
you:.in the past; be it mine now to make
amends. You were wedded against your
will," yet who shall hold you guilty of
your husband’s death? Be assured that
none in all‘this land shall shield your
high repute as I'and my honest com-
rade, Sainton. {Lead us to your State,
and- if Sher Afghan’s followers prove
faithful to his widow’s cause, Jahangir
may wreck his throne  in seeking to
injure you.”':' -

Again she lifted her wondrous face
to his, and tears were glistening in her
eyes. Yet, in the dim light of the open
field he fancied he saw a piteous smile
dimple her cheeks. :

“Spare me your vows,” she - said.
“Keep them for her whose love is so
strong that it ‘binds you beyond the
seas, And now, let us return.”

She looked up at him so wistfully
that he yielded to impulse and kissed
her. Perchance her.heart fluttered with
the thought that she had won, after all.
But Mowbray was adamant in his faith,
aind his was the kiss of pity, not of pas-
sion. - Ao 50
“I shall never know peace again,” he
cried, “until you are well content that
1 am pledged to another, and even wish
 her well qi,;jjoor bargain.” :
_“Then you are doomed to a life of

i ,. for that shail never be,” she
. retotted. .. . i o

“Say .not so, Princess. , Your name
-mlone was chosen with wondrous wis-
dom. It marks out one.who has but to

seek a throne to obtain it.” ;

“Ah, is that your secret thought?
Sg;m'me, indeed that'it should pair. with
minel” 216 7] ; ;
| “She'wretiched ~herself - free ‘from his
embrace,”dnd ran a’ little way ‘back
through the millet.  Then she stopped,
and there 'was the wonted imperious
ring in her voice as she cried:— 5

“A moment ago you undertook to de-
fend me from my enemies. Swear, then,
that you will .obey my wishes!” ;
“In all things. which concern your

thin 5
I offer

| welfare——""
Her quick trapsition from -‘meltil'i:

; ey |'myself twice. to.no man.”” .
“Bide yon here,- Roger,” he muttered| 3 N

_“Fear not, Mowbray-sahib.

femininity to sfern dominance surpr
him _as greatly. as anght that had gone
before.. 1t relieved - him, too. A
could deny the truth of Nur Mahal's ésti-
mate of herself, that she was not like
unto other women? 1 iy
“I swear!” he said. wondering what
new madness:possessed her, - -
“"Pis well;” ;8he -answered. “I sh
soon put your fealty to the:test.”
Without another word,. she :passed’ to
the road, where ‘Sainton’s giant- figure
towered among the group of men and
horses. Her quick eyes discovered Jah-
angir’s messenger, and she addressed him
as if he were a servant of lowest rank.
“Ibrahim!”’ she cried, “did thy master,
the - Emperor, "give thee thy charge in
writing?7 o e A
The Chief. Bunuch bowed obsequious-

“Knowing yopr repute for exceeding
discernment,”_he said; “I wv?n‘ asked the |
" Emperor of the World (A literal trans-
‘Jation of the name “J. *.) ‘to hon-
or me. with his written command. I
carry it with me.” 2 :
“Follow me to the village. There we
can procure a light.” & ’.
Whatevér ' purpose she had in mind
she gave 1o sign of her intent until she'
had perused the seript which Ibrahim
handed to her. Mowbray, watching her
mobile featnres as she broke the seal of
the Emperor’s parchment, whilst one of
her women held a lantern, saw only an
expression of fixed resolve, her set lips
and thoughtful eyes revealing a deter-
mination to carry ont in the best way 'ghe
course upon.which she had already de-

cided Sl
(To Be Contiaued.)
. 8T. PAUL HOUSE FAILS.

{St. Paul, Minn., Dee. 13.—The Cum-

mings Commission Company, one  of
the largest brokerage houses in St
Paul, suspended business today. Fall-
ing off in business jis - given as the
reasen of the suspension. :The com-
pany had branehes throughout Minne-
sota and-Dakota and at Winnipeg.'

FINANCIER DEAD,

iPittsburg, Deec. 14.—~William -Rose-
burg, for more than fifty years presi-
dent of the ‘Bank of Pittsburg and one
of this city’s. most prominent ‘financia]
men, died- today aged 82, of canéer of
the stomach. - > - ! :

SEASON’S DEATH HARVEST.

Augusta, Me.,; Dec. 14.—The . open
season - for .big ‘game “which eclosed to-
night cost ten lives from the accidental
discharge of firearms and the capsizing
of a canoe and exposure,

FATAL EXPLOSION.

‘Bluefields; «W. Va., Dec. 14.—The ex-
plosion of one thousand \pounds of pow-
der, loaded on three mine cars and
drawn by a mine motor at Eckman to-
day caused the :death of one person and
the injuring of nine others, two of them
probably fatally. 3

CANON LOWE DEAD.

Ottawa, Dec. 14.—Canon Lowe, a pop-
ay.

ular Anglican divine, died tod:

MSIVST

you :while-my hand could use it. But no |’

* Who 4
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0il, Coal and Other
Resources

islnnd," said C. Harrison, of Masset,
last night at the Dominion hotel. ‘He

tury and knows. And then he proceeded,
in the course of an interesting conver-

backed up his assertion with a number
of facts.

Petroleum was the first thing men-
tioned. It has been known for' years
that there were indications at several
places, They were reported upon by
Herber_t Carmichael, provincial analyst,
some six years ago, and by Dr. T. Rhy-
mer :Marsh:
authority to investigate and report was
A, -McB. Bickford, expert for the Union
Oil important

wrote Mr. Harrison: “There is oil un-
doubtedly on your tract”’  Pending a
detailed report to his principals, the ex-
pert-declined to give more particular in-
formation.
Coal Deposits

“The coal deposits on' the island,”
Mr. Harrison said, ‘“are controlled by
people in Victorid, =~ Wilson Brothers,
Mamr Nicholles and others. They are
in the Yakoun -valley, and have
most favorably: reported upon by Dr.
_Elds! of the Canadian geological survey,
in dh’w recent pamphlet, ‘Graham Isl-
and.’ ”
.Black sand next received attention.
There are large deposits,” remarked
Mr. ‘Harrison, “on the east coast, be-
tween Cape Fife and Rose Spit. We
expect that within sixty days machin-
ery will be on the ground, and look for
good results. Concentrated samples have
run from $10. to $18 in gold aud 46 per
cent iron to the .ton, but the’general
averages. range -from 25 cents upwards.
This will give big pay, however, and the
machinery about to be installed will
handle the sand at 10 cents.”
‘ And then came the matter of lumber,
“One syndicate of people from the Un-
ited States,” he said, “controls 102
square miles of timber limits surround-
ing Masset Inlet. Within a short time
operations will commence on a very ex-
tensive scale.” ML e
petent farmers from Port Hammona
Cloverdale and other - places: -in"’ the
Fragser valley. . .~ iad ;
It was somewhat with disgust that
Mr. Harrison referred to the widely
publisied reports that the interior of
Grabam dsland is covered. with dense
 timber, - “There are ~certainly ' forests
along the waterways,” he said, “but Dr.
Dawson and- other authorities did nc 't
investigate, yetdeseribed the island am
a dense forest. It is totally wrong.
The whole interior is first class farming
land, as has been 'admitted by com-

frasy o /Qne Drawbagk *

| There x:;%ne drawback. ~All the-ag-
Heultural aveas will have to be drained:
The natural ‘growth is a thick-bladed

&

short winter to entirely decompose. As
a result, there is a surface layer of half

rainy season. This apparent dra

k.
howeyer, shows the fertility of | 3

soil.

rich ‘man’s proposition; the in erior of
Graham Island c:mngt be’ suctcmifh.lg
farmed by poor people. I think it would
a good thing if the government took up

to subsequent rates of puw
tual. settlers.” = ' P‘““{h”! b;

" There is a question that has ﬁen agi-

ed

7S

.provincial . authorities, that rem
until March last hidden away

But when, in March last, Capt. Hunt
the Bhearwater bro to-Vieto:
‘other’ set, recently'dropped, ﬁe
‘pamed were rescied from te

hed specimens. Photo,

livion, and*are now

various - scientifie institutions.
Indications of Caribou
tion.: Mr. Harrison has visited an old
-years, always finding tracks, leadin
eventually towards the mountains, Hﬂg
never sighting an animal. He ,has
found: horns, but that is all. The Unf
ed States government has now taken a
hand in the quest of these mysterious
deer. On October 29 there arrived at
‘Masset one of the best known big game
hunters from_the othef side of the line,
of New York. He remain-
am Island until November

C. Sheldo

ed on G:

24, and his experiences were somewhat
In a wide ecircle round Mr.

‘Harnison’s camp he found t by
old and fresh, but still no’ "“*‘mm
then he began a wider cirele, the west-

erly curve being in sight of the west
coast. But there were not even tracks
there. This caused him to advance a

secret moute frfom near the peint men-

that is- known to. neither Indians or
white men. It is Mr. Sheldon’s inten-

ject for. the Biological department. of
the United States service. : i
A determined effort will be made,
however, to definitely settle this almost
pnecanuy question. Mr. Sheldon: would
have remained himself to head the ex-

business, to return to New York.
proposed -to organize a' large party, cov-
ering the. whole of this inner ecircle,
about the end of January.

REBELS ATTACK LIU YANG.

New York, Dec. 13.—A despatch to
the Times from Hankow says official

that ‘the disturbances in Hunan prov-
ince .are beeoming increasingly seri-
ous. . The rebels, whose object is anti-

have ‘attacked the town of Liu Yang
and ‘ the officials fear that wunless
checked they will move on Chang Shai,

is small. . :
Viceroy Chang Chi Tung has des-
patched 2000 = foreign-drilled  troops,
with six horses and guns. This force
is expected to reach Yo Chau today.

6

grass,' that 'does not have time in the

 decayed' vegetation, about 18 ineches in
 depth, that holds water during . the
g},bac

The necessity for drainage makes ‘it a

the work or else sold the land to a
syndicate under proper _limitq:_l?m:)\hf

tating ‘sportsmen for many years regard- |
ing Graham Island. ‘Are there caribou | 2¢
| there? Twenty-four years ago Mr. Har-
rison sent down a’ pair of antlers'to the | =

‘vault of the museum as a record of |
what was thought a Munchausen yarn. s

Interesting stories. surround this m’l'at-v- '

tioned to the southern end of the island, |,

GENAN SO0 [CONL AN AISTRLK

FOR TREADWELL MINES

\

C. Harrison ‘of Masset Tells of| Mine-owners Unable to Secure

Fuel at B. C. and Sound
Colleries

“There is ‘everything’ on -Graham R. 'A. Kinzie, superintendent of the

Treadwell mines, employing 1500 imen, at
Douglas island, said in an interview it
bad been necessary to close down, there

has lived there for a quarter of a cen- belng only sufficlent coal avatlable to opers
ate the pumps.

He has spent two weeks

vainly endeavoring to secure a supply of

sation, to elaborate on this text, and {::thund has been obliged to send to Aus-"

“I have tried every place,” sald Mr.

Kingle, “and the answer is the same ev-
erywhere. Vancouver Island, Fernie, Wel-

lington,
American mines, in every place.

Already jand.
of the inland coal which has to be shipped

a

h,
1

y:

of them side by side have been sent ¢ ?wwe' Ly

" |sea on a basis of a settlement w
the Canadian sealers would be bought

tralia
; 3 yet that ‘we will be able to get all our

PINY, an n with | coal from there; still I have .éreat hopes
headquarters . in Oakland,  who recently f:l.nt tlhthl will be the  solution of our prob-:
oll burners will be
gl‘oblem solved for a long time to come.

cargo of coal that I
get since I

fhg‘ v‘Peumping plant.

4,500 tons to perhaps 5,500
In the summer our consumption is mot so

T
go,ooo tons.
been |guarter of a million doliars, and

tember. an

rising  practi ' the whole <of - thi
ﬁerin“ m cally ole . <0: e

sealing is . ‘coming ‘as they do be-
tween" mm& seasons, that is the

Nanaimo, both <Canadian and

, too, in the case
distance to Seattle for trans-shipmeht

north, there is another complication, it
being impossible for -the mines - to get
all, more recently. The latest | ¢2r8 on which to ship the coal

resent ‘I am negothtlné wif'h Aus-
or coal and while I can not say’

“At

until next. June, when the
placed " and the fuel
omortow there will north- the - one
ave been able to.
may  be able to
only enough for

came, and 1
et another. But this is

burn in the winter months -from
tons monthly.

eat, and our yearly coal consumption is
Our - monthly expense is a
over
alf of that eum—a very rough estimfte— '
would say that the salary list is $150,000,

leaving a hundred thousand for outside ex-
penses, such as fuel, ete.
“The ofl

burners will not be ready until

summer, but we will get coal from some-
s Ih will 'k h i
‘eargoes 1 have eep the pumpe going.
We. will not- start up until ‘we have an
assura
without further interruption.

2 PRESIERISINCY | PR —

CANABA WILL NOT

ere “I "do not yet know. ‘The

nce a sufficient a\,l,pply to last

 BELINQUISH RIGHTS

- g

U. S. Suggest Change in Sealing

Season; Dominion Does
Not Agree

-

RS

s Y
In the report of the deputy minister of”

‘arine ‘and fisherfes, just issued, ‘it is
stated that no change has taken place
in- the ‘negotiations with the
States reg:

United

28 regarding pelagic sealinz. - The re-

uest that the:local sealers be prohibited
SIS e i b

hu 7

ng - the present elosed spe :

.

0 s of the year, com-

‘season, when little or

. the coast and the

spring - season
fall season h:%h?ﬁnz sea——it is needless
| to say that this J

teresting proposal

 not find favor in Canada and consequent-
uﬁasm- plineg.” UG

Lhe | of. five g_eg_q, the.

. vivendi arranged

a8 of the Paris

A T

ates will be

out ‘and recom d for the loss of ¥
?meam the

«camping ground regularly for a gcore of | industry and

most remarkable th h and v
DS Taory, thiat LY B 8 :l:':% wiiked

pedition, but was compelled, by urgent |ing seen .Hf. ;cﬁmben tak
He | Wean

OLD MAN DISAPPEARS,

Allen Gampbell of New Westminster

nnot Be Found.

el

tx'ednunhn

till this afternoon no track of .um has
been foun ; ! :
Mr. Campbell, who s 70 years of age,

active for a man of
without a

ces. He left the h

ouse
about 10. o’clock, .

din; circumstan

ltﬁt: %edn day. anornin,

telling - the family as

he was 5\1&!. n town and

tion to prepare a long article on the sub- |

e went out tha
would we-

‘at

bar, but he is xxoéle sure whethielr it _::s on

ay . on . Thursday. e a Te-
members n Mr. Campbell take a
five-dollar ohas lece from his pocket and
show it to men around the bar-room,
stating .‘he had won it. at Reichen-
bach’'s drawing. ~Mr. McDonald le not

he .occasion

ittve whether the mon' . 'was shown on
of Mr. Car:gbell’a last vieit

to _the saloon or at a former time.

George jmipbell, son
telegrams from Chang Shai indicate {informed the Columblaﬂpfmat his

dynastie, ‘are reported to be several |1ast S

the lost man,
father

1

had considerable money on his :person
about ~the time he disappeared: « few
daye before he had secured an option on
a plece of ety, and had to take it up
or forfeit his d In
t that he did not appear at
the real estate office on Saturday to

thousand strong and well armed. They | view a?t!!e

tect his d 4

his tathere,l’::tl with foul pl
where the government’s military force |able in vie oznc\f‘,r,
habits. He never strayed away or le

g ‘nnd into Ni

i P moved into

on-lymnt nine months ago.
-

is_convinced

Hae
P &
is the ‘more remark~
Campbell's regular

t, the so

such a manner before, was so

ew W

&nd June - wa reng-bédby ‘ehoot}xﬁt:fl ;
+| States, gov “but the” Canadian
‘governmaent -

da would be given an
interest in the Pribyloff herds. . = - °

: ‘has m A
leen‘ into the river..

s stick and
was able to take care of himself under or-

This was the last time he
e. Dan -

Pz

S

e




