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eountry  than. he. . did to.- Tits pnnant‘
needs. That work was duxgned.. not somuch |
tor the Canada of the!present, as for thé
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Canada of the future. - The Oppormnhtb of

SIR JOHN'S LAST LETTER.

The great charm of. Sir- Jobhn Mtcdou'lld
was his geniality. - He had always a pleas-
ant and a kindly word for "his friends’ md
supporters.” ‘In “his busmeqa mtﬂ‘oonm
with the men .of his party “he wss ' the re-
verse of a formalist. - He' was never 'airiid |-
to be natural, and was ‘humbrogs’ &nd jolly.
even in his office’and dnrmgoﬁoo bgnm.
Those who went to-him for. favors which he
could not grant werenot pained 'or offended
by a refasal, which was' 8o pleasantly, so
considerately ~and ' 8o _good-humoredly |
uttered. After an interesting chat; spiced
by a sly joke, a- well deserved compliment,
or a good story, the men frequently left his
office in a better humor than when they en-
tered it. It can be easily understood that,
even in his business  letters, the . warm-
heartedness and the lively humor which
the Chieftain neither could nor wonld
restrain, is readily discernable. The very
last letter which'Sir John Macdonald wrote
was addressed to Hon. John Robson. That
circumstance alone would give it a priceless
value. But. in this letter, short as itis,
and written while the veteran Premier was
on the verge . -of his Iast illness; while he
was pressed with business and worn out
with hard work, can be plainly traced the
charming characteristics which. gained for
him se many friends and made interconrse
with him so pleasant, =Mr. Robson has
kindly handed us this most interesting let-
ter for ~publication. He  is  assured
by the Hon. | Mr. . Dewdney, ' on
the authority of Mr. Joseph Pope, Sir
John’s private secretary; that it is the. last
letter which the Old Leader wrate with his
own hand :

Harnscliffe; Ottawa,
May 19, 1891.
My Dear Robson:

It has occurred to me thlt‘bﬁn
pressnt would be an opportune
seazon for your Government . to
discuss with .ours the various
questionestill unsettled between |
them.

You, I presums, can get a.way
from Victoris with little or no in-
convenience; and you will find‘us

here in Parliamentary. session un-"

til the first of July, or later: We
will then scatter until: Octobel‘
and at that season yon, I anppbsq,
will - be wa.ntede:hhome. o 3
Besides, it willbe & phuanf;eea-
son for your journey;-so, give
yourself - leave ‘of absence, and |
Dewdney’, you and I can take up
* + * % 8nd any other uneolved
questions/ithat may rmain i
Hereinr fail not.’ -
Yours ginosrely;
John A, Maodondd
The HpmJohman, W
etc, Victoria, B.C.. =
e

mswﬁazp

of Liberdl politicians of the Globe kchool
condemn the policy of Sir John M onald
as being devised to meet, present. emergen- |
cies regardless of future ‘consequences.
“ After me the deluge,” is the epigrlm that)
it was coutinually appiyiug 0 the ,JSM of
the late Premier md the acts of his Admin-,
istration. * As late as the first of the present|
month when it was believed th'ht

With Sir John ltmalwsyl_, ¢ After me | ™
the deluge.” Ts this true? Was Sir John
Macdonald’s policy & series of makeshifts
devised to get over pressing d‘ﬁcnluu'
without giving any consideration to the
future of the country ? ;

For our own part, we are satisfied tlnt

this criticism is most unjust énd not " in ac- 1

cordance ‘with faets ‘the significance ' of
which all who have any knowleédge of the
historyj of Canada during the past twenby-
five years or so can easily understand.
Whether Sir John was the Ftther of Qon

federation or ‘not, it is well known Lhat he | his
was one of its most enthusiastic advocates
and that there was no man in Canada who
worked harder to bring .it about. The
policy of the Confederate Party was not in-

tend.d. to influence the affnirs of Canada |

for a  month ‘or & - year, it was
emphatically & policy of the future. Those |

who devised it and  helped to carry Sir

tional Pohcv that prohbt Sir | added thas if ﬂmt
Joha deomld hmueil the number of the e
with

it out knew that they were working prinei--
pally for the generations to eome—hymg
the fonndations of & ealth whi
might, und probably  would, last for
turies. And Confederation’ was the great
work of Sir John Macdonald’s lifetime. It
will be as the' principal fcundcr of the
Dominion of Canada that bis name will .80
down to posterity* - When all the' minor
acts of his polities] life, all the party fights
and questions that were merely local and
temperary, have been buried in  oblivien,
this great work of matien-building, which
was begun and finished whils he Wwae the
lcading public max in Cunads, will stand
out in bo'd relief. It will have to be ad-
mitted then that theimotto of the men who
labored to' bring -about Confederation, and
who fostered ‘it in"its infancy, was not,

“After us the deluge,” but, “‘After lu’ l" i

happy and prosperous nation.”

The next great work in which Su John  dep

Macdonald was engaged was the prmectmn
and constructionof & great Erans-continental

federation closer together, and affording the
Empire a highway from the Athntlc to the
Pacific through British urritory The.
Canadian Pacific Rulway was not.-an _expe-
dient to extricate a government ont. of some
temporary embarrassment,. It was the con-

ception of a segacious and fur-seeing states-
man, who attached even 'more importance

their children and their children’s children:

the:Dominion, the  polifical -waiters .upon’
Ptovxdouee were appalied .when Sir Jobn
Macdongld unfolded ;1o , them his great
scheme. They declared that Canada did
not need & transcontinental railroad then, |

come. - They sﬁgma.ﬁsed‘ihs project as a
‘mad scheme, which; if 8ittémpted.to be car- ||

they are go desirous to repreaent him to be,
& mere politician, whose only smbition was

shifty expedients, he would not only ne
have-entertained the pm]ect of a trénaco
tinental mlwly. but he would have regwd .
ed those who proposed it as fi$ cmdidltu
for & lunatic uylum. #
Was the National Policy intended only !

upon the future, for the sake of making
‘things easy and pleasant for the time being

It was nothing of the kind. It’wu intend.
ed to make the Dominion of Csnada indus- |
trislly independent for the time to come. |
Canadians were asked by Sir 'John ' Mac-
donald to make some sacrifices ‘now, in
order that the industries necessary to. its

Canddian = Pacific = railroad, “was

Canadians of future generations, mu‘clg re
than Canadians of the present generation.
This was the principal motive of - the. men
who advocated it and the men who  voted
for it Thoy were not careless of the future
Thcyd;d not wish to see the Canada

buried under s cloud of pauperism or d

bett.er, not a worse country, 4l
when they imngm-uted the policy
tm:uon to native mdu:try. ]

sighted, small-minded and inamnmgu

mwh;omke’.tho Globe their text book,

was “““After me the deluge.”

him from power and to dntroy his lnﬂugpe
in the country. 18, Aof eon

k el iy o alirad
m‘mm ony of the Liber. |

o g K b
ora lltﬂ: oﬂenu: when o

to dul ﬁt.h the Impeml Gonmmont t.hm
Sir Chldu

DR.. BOURINOTS OPINIQM
As many of our readers would no. doubt
like to know. the exact *\ndﬁoninwhlch

Sir Jobn Mecdopald is dead, ‘wé reproduce,
from _the Ottawa Citizen, what Dr. Bouri-
not, ©. M. G.; the highest constitutionat|

8go - to:npvuenhﬁnofﬁuﬂer

capacity as iuiividmk. “gﬁlﬁ

to the future requirements of the

‘public seryice. tﬂﬁ!‘omﬂd’ba ddlia
< Ao VAT i st Tl Mhlﬂd E
' " mﬁ
ried out, would ruin the - Dominion. - Here :
agajn, the judgment of Sir.John) Mso:f

 donald’s oppenents is manifestly. unjuat as|. R
well as stupid. If Sir John 'werg the man |

to get over the difficulties of - the dny by Imi

prosperity by and by might be uﬁb,
lished. ‘The National Policy, like . the{?

tended, to say the least, o benefiy

Itﬁl quite true that Sir John Mﬂ;‘& ¥
['was & resourceful politician. He k

h&n Wme lines ¢1:?§tﬂhdlporh

oonmumontion. ﬂ:ey would  hav

the Dominion Goverppm stands, now that ‘dl'hzir g ot s
the least. When ignorant men undertake |
to reform the wotld a#d re-organize lookty,a .
4 time, have no other
authority in the Domininn.nﬁtle‘wdayf mﬁ;; :‘:5@;“ i 'M”l.ie- ok
: little more M.,&mthzmudu- By | bt
a..adpof th. votg»pf these nnih!ormﬂ&‘

ling:
ever,besGovmm MM"“"’“M cant

need to mauke
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