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FEDERAL SQUARE OR ANOTHER SITE -

FOR PROPOSED CITY HALL, PROBLEM
OVER WHICH DEBATE HAS LONG RAGED

Both Have Their Advocates
and Opponents and Interest
... in Site Is Keen.

ACTION IS NEEDED

f.ondon M.P.P. Asserts Legisla-
tion Has Conditionally Bound
City to McCormick Site.
By WILLIAM SHARMAN.
.\l:nyprs may come alad mayors may
€9, but the city ball \\‘mngh- stays on
{urever,
Or
have

seem who

would to those
trudged stoically to the polls
upon several and sundry occasions
dyring the last decade to register
ol'lnion upon an issue still claiming
attention, at infrequent intervals,
around the council board.

But George Wenige, chief magis-
trate for the current yvear, propose
with apparent sincerity, that 1923
shall witness the elimination of this
chestnut from the fertile fields of
municipal endeavor and prolonged
debate, i

And six

80 it

members of hisz  council
announce, with ardent fervor and
growing insistence, their prepared-
ness to sink all personal ambitions, if
any exist in this particular instance,
and play “Follow My Leader.”

“This is 192" quoth the mavor,
wnd the wall calendars prove conclu-

ALD. ED. HAYDEN.

sively that he is correct, but 1923 finds
the celebrated city hall  problem
bothering the electors of ward four
as they journey to the polls today—a
yroblem eclipsed only perhaps, and
then’ on account of its longevi by
that famous civic bugaboo~—what (0
do about bylaw 916, the city's iron-
clud agreement with the street rail-
VwWay corporation,

The city hall issue is
“burning question of the hour ™—even
as it was when ‘“Charlie” Graham
ruled from the mayor's chair in the
iarble halls of municipal administra-
tion and Col. W. . Coles rapped for
order when the members of the “new

ity hali committec” assembled in
special caucus.

Events of vital
rare significance
smudge on

s

the

importance and
have left their
history’s pages. Thrones
bive been carelessly upset in  the
g£rand rush. Regal crowns have been
knocked off for the proverbial thirty
piceces of silver or less, when
wus need for g2t haste, >

The unecrow: ™, heads have
luto the baske: or else
May be located lathering dishes
distant chop houses uacross yonder
border. Governments have appeared
cvvernight from nowhere in particular
and retired with equal celerity. ‘The
fate of nations has been decided. not
ovce but frequently. The Ontarvio
t:mperance act has stood the test:-of
time. Premier Drury has gone back

10 Crown Hill. All this has transpired |
&nd more——but there is no new city |
people |

hall in London, although the
wanted one in 1911,
Many Votes Taken.
None can side-step the plain, w
varnished declaration that the

ALD. GORDON DRAKE.

councillors of by-gone years are
chiefly . responsible for this. Some-
times victims of unavoidable cir-
cumstance, but more than often
agreeing to disagree, the legislators of
the past have handed down this city
hail football from father to son, and

hot campaigh, a desolate federal
uare remains as the silent der
hose who bungled miserably with
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A GLIMPSE INTO THE FUTURE.

of the proposed city hall if built on
ws the new union depot location and

the block on which other public buildings might be erected.

to last? Year after vear, the people
of this city have walched, first with
interest ‘and pride. then with impa-
tience, and lastly with frank disgust,
their city fathers argue and ponder
to no purpose about the relative
merits .of gites and buildings.

Time and again, no person seems
to recollect, the precise number of oc-
casions they have voted on this prop-
osition and that. Do you want i
here? Do you want it there? Do you
want it this year or do you want it
at all. These and other questions
bhave been fired at the electors until
they are weary and ‘“fed up” with
the entire subject, and the aldermen
thrown in for good measure.

But it is “a long lane that has no
ash barrel,” they have said, and 1923
was heralded as the time-honored

it.” they chorused, and George says
he will if they let him, and to date
six members of the council recite
that they want to be in at the finish—
it there ‘is one.

Sir Henry Thornton, president of
the Canadian National Railways was
in the city a few days .ago. The
mayor and other leading lights drove
him about the city. They singled out
the chief points of interest, including
the old Grand Trunk depot. That in
itself ig a “historic pile"—a work of
art. All acknowledged it as such,
even their distinguished visitor,

Where Is Your City Hall?

But Sir Henry wants 1o see every-
thing when he steps ‘out among
them.” “Where is your city hall?” he
asked pleasantly as the civie party
encircled Victoria Park. “Over on
Pundas street,”’ responded the mayor
and his associates, as they diverted
Sir Henry's attention to the beanties
of their immediate surroundings.

And it has come to this—the mayor
and the !city fathers” are actually
ashamed of their civic offices—and
they have need to be, in a growirz
city of 65,000 people, and a rosy
future. What theny do the ratepayers
think?

In order to appreciate better the
intricacies of the city hall muddle—
and it seems to be 1 muddle, even at
this late date—one must glarce back
through the city hall minutes to the
year of our Lord 1912,

On Oct. 22, the McCormick ‘Manu-
facturing 'Company, in a communica-
tion to Ald. ‘'W. G. Coles, chairman
of the’c hall committee, offered
their property (now known from
Halifax to Vancouver as the federa]
site) to the city for the sum of §125,-
900 in cash, provided *‘they were given
a fixed agssessment for the period of 12
years. and that the city will use tne

“dawn of a new era.” “Let George do|

entire block for the purpose of a fed-
eral square:; provided, however, that
the city will make all reasonable
local improvements, and the company
agrees to pay therefore according to
the provisions of the loecal improve-
ment act, and the company offers
also to erect a magnificent plant cose-
ing $200,000 and employing 700 to
1,000 hands.”
Federal Square.

In those days it was proéposed that
London should have a “federal” and'
not a municipal square. And Col.
Coles seems to have been the lcad-
ing spirit. In any event. eleven
years have slipped past, and no per- |
son has yet stepped out to dispute
his unofficial designation—'‘father of
the federal square movement.”

Optimism was rampant at thal
perfod. The federal government pre-
gented a friendly demeanor toward
the project, and through the medium
of the late Gen. Sir Sam Hughes

lown the entire block” .(bounded by

Dundas, Waterloo, ind
King streets).

The council wus evidently *sold”
with the idea. They passed the bylaw
in any event, authorizing an expendi-
turo of $75,100, and the members of
the city ha'. committee and their as-
sociate supporter: were busy drafting
plans and building halls—in the air,
as it has developed since.

Along about Jan. 30 of the following
year the first stumbling block was
sincountered.  Mayor Graham received
L. communication from Gen. Hughes
explaining that it was “too late to
ges their $130,000 into this yea®s esti-
mates, owing to various delays, and
it would be much better to wait and |
place it in next year’s estimats. The
militia department would be pleased
to grant the owners permission to
cccupy the premises for another
twelve months.”

Then, after an exhaustive inter-
change of communications back and
forth with the Ottawa authorities, it
was decided to defer inauguration of
the federal scheme, and an agreement
was signed with the McCormick Com-
pany which provided that the prem-
ises should be given up on or before
Sept. 1, 1914. But that corporation
vas permanently established in the
annéxed district-of East London long
before that date. In the meantime,
‘n 1913, the sum of $250,000 was voled
by the people.

War Intervenes.

Then the Great War intervened.
Other affairs claimed the close and
immediate attention of the late Sir
Sam and his advisers and colleagues

Wellington

agown Ottawa way, The federal

g

COL. W. G. COLES,

Practically the father of the Federal
Squares movement,

conservation of public moneys until
after the war, said: “I believe that
the city would regret the step if ths
federal scheme is voted down.”

*Time slipped along, and a decision
vras reached in Europe, and the boys,

including Col. Coles, came back from |
The city hall tussle

“over ‘yonder.”
was reopened anew in civie circles,

|
|
|
{
|

'ALD. FRANK McKAY.

|
promised co-operation and financial
assistance to the tune of *“not ex-
ceeding $130,000.”

In .a letter to Uol. (then Capnt)
Coles on Nov. 15 of the same year,
the late Sir Sam voiced the sincere
hope that the city hall bylaw wouid |
be indorsed “in order that the (H_v!
and’ the militiz: departmen‘ would

ALL LONDON HAS A

| and Dundas streets.

S A CITY BUILDING.

. This is the public utilities building and present city hall at Weliington
Though serving its purpose, it lacks many features

{
1

| € rnment,

an up-to-gate city hall should have and certainly is not an adequate-struc- |

tupe fof.a eity of London's size and importance.

¥ -

square proposal was allowed to lapse,
only to he revived from time to time
hy succeeding mayors and councils, |
who battled 1n turn as to the nced or
otherwise of a city hall or 4 federal!
square. |

Records reveal the fact that While!
compelled to |

the government was
shelve the scheme until the cessation
of hostilities, Col. Coles and 'his ad-
Ierents, both. in and out of the. city
council, had not thrown up the
{ rponge. They fully anticipated that

i the authorities at the Dominion, capi-

:tal would remain true to their
1 pledges.
| This is evidenced by a report in
\ The Advertiser of Dec. 29, 1916, from
i W. W. Gammage, then a member of
i the board of ¢ontrol (an organization
¢ince departed to join ex-Mayor
! Wilson's civic commission).

During a visit to Ottawa the con-
troller had met Hon.. Robert Rogers,
' then minister of public works, who
promised that the government would
surely advance its share of the
finances once peace had been de-
clared.

This is recorded as being “very
gratifying” to ex-Controller Coles,

who, while appreciating .the need of |

there |

rolled
their owners |

in |

|
{

b

How much better this corner would
look if occupied by an imposing and

ornate structure housing London's

THE FEDERAL SQUARE CITY HALL SITE.

| administrative officers. This is the
{ federal ®quare at the south-western |

corner ~of Dundas and \\'ollingtonl

streets, and'is the site favored by
Mayor Wenige and half a dozen of
his colleagues.

i
!

v

and has continued intermittently ever |

gince. ¢
Debatable Point.
From a perusal of the files it would

seem that the chief point of difference |

among the aldermen in 1919
whether the federal idea should be

dropped like a bot potato and

was i

the |

construction of a city hall be under- !

Some evidently wanted
block, even

taken.
bhall on the Spencer

the |
|

as |

certain of last year's council did, and !

do vet for that matter.

It is noted, however, that Col. Coles

had not lost sight of his pet scheme
while away from the Forest Cijty.

In April, 1919, he was one of a num- |
ber of local gentlemen who traveled

down to Ottawa to (-nnsu?!
Frank Carvell, who succeeded Hon.

Hon. |

‘Bob” Rogers, the minister of public |

works, who had been so enthusiastie
when conferring in 1916 with Con-
troller Gammage.

From Col. Coles’ report of the con- |

ferenee, as contained in The Adver-
tiser of that date, it would

ever.

ably assumed that Ald.

pposition then as he seems to be at

present writing.
“Ald. Wilson knocked the scheme

appear |
that all the members of the council |
were not €0 bent upon the ideca, how- |
Incidentally it could be reason- |
William |
Wilson was as much a part of the |

j for all he was worth,” related Col. me:

| tions ean
| lowing editorial extract of that day:

| composed
| were cither apathetic in

jer eh
which t}

D A REAL CITY B

Coles, “and told the govornmgnt that |

10 person wanted the federal square
project.
impressed with the idea, however, in
spite of this, but my imnression was
that the deputation lacked pep.”

In another reportsof the same con-
fcrence it is written that “Ald. Wilson
was very aggressive ‘lobbying’ with
the ministers against the scheme.”

Ald. Gordon Drake was also a mem-

The minister seemed quite |

ber of the party, and his report was |

very gloomy. “I don’t think the gov-
ernment wants anything to do with
it,” he said, “I think they want to

&ct out of it, and right through the !
meeting Ald. Wilson kept remarking |
that the people's didn't want the hall |

on the square at all.”
Mr. Somerville’s View.

C. R. Somerville, mayor at that
period of evolution, accompanied the
deputation, although he is credited

with the following statenient as he |

Loarded the Ottawa train:

ALD. PETER J. WATT.

through flirting with the federal gov-
and one thing is sure in
v event, I favor building the hall
ht here on the Spencer site.”

The upshot of the Ottawa negotia-
be adduced from the fol-

‘The deputation \\ﬁich went from
this city to ask the government to
keep its promise is said to have been
largely of members who
the
had other plans in

ey approved.”

And =0 the battle dragged along,

mind of

ALD. JOHN COLBERT.

matter |

“We are

| MAYOR GEO. A. WENIGE,
illo favors the Federal Square, and
! wants work
i started
1
i

on - the

year.

new building
this

ivcted that prospective locations were

considered, ranging from the county
| site, King and Ridout streets, to the
| “V” at thée northwest entrance to
i Victoria Park. Hope of government

participation had long =since been
| abandoned, it seemed.

In 1921 there was still further agi-
tation for a new city hall on the
Spencer property, and Col. Coles and
others considered such drastic action
as- injunction proceedings to halt
operations of this order if attempted.
Plans for the new building drafted
during this regime were all upset,
| lowever, by the people, who rejected
by a majority of 2,000 the proposal to
{ build on the present location. No
person at the city hall can state
definitely just where tHese outlines
are now—if not destroyed.

Chingse Puzzle.

The people turned the trick again
the last election, the anly marked
difference being that the majority
against the Spencer Dblock
doubled. Bgt it ex-N
and his colleagues planned to leave
a veritable Chinese puzzle for the
1323 council to ferret out, they cer-
tainly succeeded.

“Build on the McCormick property,
where the people have said time and
again.” pronounces Mayor Wenige.

\ erty,” concurs Ald. George Burdick.
}even as he argued when he was a
!;:u-~)nlwx' of ihe council in 1916, and
I.m he urged from the public platform
before the last election.

! “Build it. on the McCormick site,
: where the people have said they want
{ it.” defines Ald. Drake, and he pro-
| poses to move to that effect at the
| neXt cession of the finance committee,
! reluctant to await the pleasure of
| Mayor Wenige or anyone else for
that matter.

beyond
oid

further
McCormick

argument
tract

that the
is the logical

reopie.

And both Labor
council, Ald. John
i'rank McKay. see “eye to eye’ with
the mayor's appeal for action.

But wait a minute—don't go too
tast! There are other counties to
| Lear from. In the first instance we
{ have Ald: John T. May, Ridout street,

members of the

‘i._-num_\- property, near the corner of
Ridout and King streets.

Ald. May kept interjecting this sug-
restion during the 1922 council ses-
sions. despite the fact that he was
~tanding alone, and lured no one into
itis camp. He js still alone, although

the
Aot to

ratepayers
build it

voting
on the

)

yencer site

Councillors and others emerged with |
the
3, Tecol-

ncreasing frequency
of other sites, and i

to argue

asmodically i

ue retains a bulldog grip upon his
original proposition.
Alternative Site.
Then we turn to Ald. W. A, Wilson,
who does not appear to view .the
McCormick site as the most suitable

THE “Y”

ALTERNATIVE CITY H

This triangular location on Rich- | nue is the alternative site for Lon-

mond, Central avenue and Park ave- ! don’s new city hall

This site is ob-

ALL SITE.

i
jected to by some on the ground fhat 1

1 it is not sufliciently. central.

THE GUMPS—OUT OF THE MAIL BOX—

EXCEPY MAal -

CIRCULARS - ABVERTSING CARDS- umbvaA
THE MAILBOX HAS EVERNTHING 1MUY .
SOME PEOPLE SEEm

MO THIMK A PTRWATE MAW 80¥
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WASTE
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INSTEAD OF A GRAY SWT AND A LEATHER BAG POSEMEN

SHOULD WEAR A WHITE SUTT AND CARRY A BROOM-
THE WAY THEM “TMROW PAPER. AROLUND MERE “OU'D

STHINK 0 WAS RUNNING A

GOAXS~ IT LJoxS AS T™MOUGH THOSE PLBLIC
PARK PAPER SPEARERS COME QLT HERE 1O
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\ SHOULD MAVE A

SIGN READING- YHELP WEEP THE

CiT{ CLEAN"~

—

]

was |
yor Wilson and |

“Build it on the McCormick prop- |

Ald. Peter J. Watt is also convinced |
location, as well as the ehoice of the |

Colbert and Ald. |

! who wants the new city hall on the |

choice .for the new.city hall, if it is
ever built. -The former chairman of
*ﬁxe board of works has referrcid
veral times. to the corner of Queen’s
avenue and Clarence street (selected
by Thomas Adams, town planning
‘expert), arguing that the city could
purchase this property at a reason-
able figure and net a substantial
saving. He has been frank and
emphatic in his recent ' unfavorable
! opinions relative to the McCormick
| land, just as he was when he went
10 Ottawa four years ago.

Ald. Douglass, the present chairman
of the board of works, advances with
a new train of thought. There is
some doubt in his mind, he explains,
whether the people want a new hall
on the latter site, and even if so, do
they ‘'want it this year? He believes
that while the people, by a 4,000 ma-
Jority, eliminated the Spancer block
from the contest, it did not necessar-
| ily follow that they wanted the hall
acrosS the street. ;

As an alternative site he submits
the “V”—the northwest extremity of
Victoria Park—asserting that this
! would be an admirable location for
| 1apany reasons.

i Last February, with the usual dis-

cussion attending such events, a ma-
jority of the council ruled that the
city hall proposal should rest quietly
for another year—as insufficient
funds were available.

But this did not mark the finish.
Ald. Colbert was next responsible
for a resurrection, questioning why
it was not possible to sell all portions
of the so-called Federal Square, ex-
clusive of the McCormick property,

|

i DR. H. A. STEVENSSZHN, M.P.P,
\\‘\'ho asserts that the city is more or
| less wound by law to use proceeds oi
icertain property sales for new city
zh;:ll on Federal Square site. =

]
land by coupling the proceeds with
| such debentures, long since voted for
i that purpose, undertake the im-
! mediate construction of civic office
! buildings—not a castle.

Immediate Action.

Always alert to the possibilities o
the situation, the advocates of th:
"‘immediut«: action” program seizel
i this epportunity to further their
{ cause. Long-distance debate ensued
and a compromise was made. Re-
i quest was entered in the city of
| London bill, then going to the On-
 tario Legislature for permission (¢
| sell all property, exclusive of the Me-
{ Cormick site, without a vote to th-
| people.
|  Mayor Wenige and Ald. Judd jour
"nc,ved down to the capital to note «f
i the progress of this legislation in th
{ midst of the private bill committec
{ Another hitch occured when inquisi-

tive members of the latter section o
ithe Drury administration arose ir
. masg formation to question what was
| the opinion of the masses in thi
i respect.

. It will be remembered that the
i mayor and the chairman of hig fin-
ance committee came back to Lon-
don, uncertain whether the city of

London bill would cver sece the light

of day again: that portion of it ait
| least pertaining to the council:
i permanent donating issue.
{ Dr. H. A. Stevenson, the

member for London, was quitc
{ prominent when the topic ‘@aime:i
| the attention of his associates in th:
| Legislature, and from his attitud:
| throughout it was quite evident that
{ it was his desire that nothing should
transpire that would, in the slightes!

sitting

ALD. GEORGE BURDICK.

v

manner, threcaten the existence of the
McCormick site as the spot for ths
next city hall.

When the Drury government, now
enacting that process commonly
recognized as “going to the country.”
the member returns to his constitu-
ency in a jubilant frame of mind. *}
have fixed,it,” he reports, ‘“and in
such a manner that if they do net
-choose to build' the city hall on the
McCormick site they won't be able t¢
build it anywhere.” 3

Dr. Stevenson’s Action. :

Dr. Stevenson was mayor in this
city upon more than one occasion, ang
naturally he is more or less famili:
with the city hall problem.

“When I was mayor the people vot. -
ed to put the hall on the corner gy} |

Turn to Page 19, Column 5.




