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JOHN PRATTS AFFLICTION.

Power Binds His Tongue—He
Jail Rather Than Talk.
DaNBURY, March 10.—A mal
conversed with‘only
lives in Danbury.
industrious and well-to-do farmer,
spite of his remarkabl
himeelf in obscurity fo
the 60 odd years of his life has 8
one except his two brothers.

He is John Pratt, an

r many years, and in

1d not, could not utter a
sence of a stranger or even
his own wife to save his life.
voice as strong an
trange power binds
anether’s presence, an iu-
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pathy to her father-in-law at
the time Pratt was born.

d with the elder Pratt, and
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ht to be dumb, for all
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grew to be a youth
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The child was thoug
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his tongue was tied.
to his brothers, but try as
could make no sound in tl
others. To one br
a particular fancy,
with him freely, and at
one but the other brother,

and he would converse
the approach of any

Even his wife has never heard his
nor did his first wife, who died twenty
The courtship was carried on
through the brother.

Pratt was working in the
when a half dozen sturdy young farmers
the determination to
ratt threw down his
hoe and in five minutes they retired, as
ot of young men as ever
Pratt has always
remarkable strength.
ed for some trivial offense, and the justice
before whom he was brought threatened
him with a term in jail if he did not reply
Pratt remainetl silent and
f 30 days imprisonment.
fHie was subsequently released before his

approached him with
force him to talk. P

badly whipped a I

Once he was arrest-

received a term o

ag Pratt caught a man named
r hiding behind a fence trying to hear
him talk. He promptly dragged him out

into the road and gave him

Pratt was arrested
emptying a charge of buckshot into a
farmer named Morrow, and though the
shooting is believed to be accidental, he
san give no account of it to the court, and
refuses to answer questions even through
his brother in the presence of a court

in Danbury for

The Business Tax.

ToroxTO, March 10.—The question of
the business tax, which has been so long
before the public, was the subject of di
cussion at a special meeting of the Board of
Trade, held last evenin,
the new Board of Trade building. There
was a large turn out of the leading nfem-
bers of the Board, and the following reso-
lution, after being fully discussed, was
passed by a vote of about two to one:

‘Whereas, The nyslt&rlniot municipal assess-
business existing in \‘honcﬂ’;ut?t("%lx“;gt:nn(},
present was copied andadopted from the sys-
tem in operation in the United States many

And wh

whereas, The said mode is orude, -

iggnl and unjust, and difficult in & pllcn‘!i‘(,:::.
4 c;)lmmm te f2and, injustice an i
n wd“ been generally condemped in the

;1‘1 States, from whenoe copied.

i esolved, That it is advisable that unjust

n:xnu}c:n of capital in manufacture and busi-

“ﬂss i ould be abrogated in Toronto, and that
«nnond:-d will use its best efforts to have it

and Sir John Thomn.pson will shortly pro-
ceed to Washington. with the objeet of

in the rotunda of endeavoring to negotiate a reciprocity

an article in the
the National Federation holds the votes
and the people the power The power of
the landlords is gone. The democracy of
(Great Britain, Mr. MecCarthy declares, is
on the side of Ireland. The ambition of
one man cannot imperil the canse of &
nation.

ment of taxing cap!

of the Bell Telephone Company, of
Montreal, Canada, recently inquired 9f
the Secretary of the Treasury _ if
the eond of the telephone cable
to be passed through _the tunnel
connecting _ Sarnia
Mich., will be admitted to entry free of
duty. Assistant Secretary Spanidin has
informed him that so much of said cable as
may be brought within the limits of the
United States will be subject to duty under
exisving laws, the de;
authority to waive the same.
i it

y Kno
That at this seaton tho blood is filled with ime’
. ('i::'?‘f f1\:1“don"ths of clo,;(e
Shops and sonements, Al thoas imparitios and
d /|
very trace gr nm:%l:l.l e:?“h m‘mrolrlog&l:g
arsaparilla, the best blood ;urttxa‘gxg‘gvg e

o only medic d
”ht{'ﬂn, ine of which

Five hundred po rshmela’:e:lhou in laced
ive hun pairs ladies’
I and buttoned. T
will be sacrificed to rednc‘:’ g “Msl

Broxcuiar TROCHES have been before the
pablic many years. They are pronounced
universally superior to all other articles
used for similar purposes. For relieving
Counghs, Colds, and Throat Diseases they
have beert proved reliable. Sold only in
boxes. Prioe, 25 cents. tx

ABDUCTION EXTRAORDINARY.

How Mr. Jackion Entorce
‘Do Rights in !i:glgn:’" o
npoN; March 10.—An abduetion ]
the most sensational circumeta.nc‘:: dei:
reported from Clitheroe, 28 miles from
Manchester. Yesterday morning as Mrs.
B. Jackson was leaving a church in that
place & carpiage drawn {)y foaming horees
and containingthree men was rapidly driven
up and stopped near the lady, who was
:mzed and toreibly conveyed to the vehicle,
The carriage containing the abductors and
their vietim then drove rapidly away, with
friends of the lady in vain pursuin.‘ The
abducting party finally alighted before a
house in Blackburn and conducted Mrs
Jackson inside the dwelling. They then
pruceaded to. barricade the doors and
windows of the house and strenuously re-
fused admittance to the party of pursuers
who had followed them in another carriage.
It has been learned that the priucigai
abductor and the occupant of the barricaded
house in Blackburn is E. H. Jackson
who is the husbund of the abducted
lady. It seems that three years ago
Jackson rivately married the lady.
then Miss Hall, and that she is the poa'-
sossor of a fortune of £27,000. After the
marriage Jackson went to Australia, re-
turning, however, early in 1889. But the
lady then absolutely refused to live with
bim. Jackson thereupon obtained a High
Court order for restitution of conjugal
rights, notwithstanding which his wife
steadily retused to live with him and he re-
sorted to abduction, Atfter the abduction
crowds of people surrounded Jackson’s
house, which they threatened to
storm, in an effort to release Mrs.
Jackson; but the chief constable warned
them that in so doing they would
be guilty of & breach of the peace, while
Jackson himself from a window of the
house shouted defiance at those outside
gaying he had a large iorce ready to resist
any attempte at rescue, Both sides were
on the alert thronghoat last night and all
to-day. The police have succeeded in
maintaining order outside the house. Mrs.
Jackson’s solicitor has obtained a warrant
against the abducters for assaulting his
client’s sister at the time of the abduction,
but the abductors still remain barricaded
within the house and cannot be arrested.

oLD wonm@é IH A LINE.

Duprez, the French tenor, still lives, at
the age of 85.

Germanys second crematorium is to be
erected at Heidelberg, the one now in Ger-
many being at Gotha.

Another universal language, after
Volapuk, has been invented in Chili by a
navy surgeon. It is intitled “La Lengua
Catolica.”

A medieal hat is proposed as & badge of
the profession in Exfgland, likewise a **dis-
tinctive church dress” for women to wear
on Sundays.

Dr. Mareus Fay, a Hungarian physician,
has announced to the Medical Association
of Debreczin a lcomplete cure of cancer by
the application of aniline.

The removal of the Hungarian Primate’s
seat from Gran to Buda-Pesth calls atten-
tion to that twin city's growth at the ex-
pense of Vienna. Vienna seems to be
steadily going down.

A dirty “Old Master” was sold at the
Hailstone sale two weeks ago for £7.
little cleaning caused an almost immediate
resale for £80, and another following for
£700. At last a Continental gallery bought
it as a Terburg for £2,000.

A discuseion in an English religious
journal as to whether Great Britain is *‘one
of the ten horns of the mystic Babylon”
grew so fervent that the editor had to stop
it with the explanation that he ¢scould nov
gpare room for mere petsonal skirmishes.”
A late member of Parliament named
Dyott was buried at night, in accordance
with a family custom datiug from the Com-
monwealth. The procession, attended by
twenty torch-bearers, passed through
Lichfield, before a gremendous crowd. An
hour extra time before closing was gran ted
to the public houses.

. Young and impecunious Eaglish gentle-
men have had a new occu (tion suggested
by one of them, who writes to say that his
colleagues number many first-class, all-
round sportsmen, who have broken their
own dogs and are familiar with all the
technicalities of sport,and would be glad to
be game-keepers.

The new handshake promised for this
season is said to be more “wd gling” than
usual. Promiscuous handsh \king as a cus-
tom came in about 50 ycars ago only. Ina
divorce case tried in 1828 the judge, in de-
nying the husband's application, he having
proved nothing beyond a kiss, said that
“ghaking bhands when people met was 2
practice now so frequent between persons
of different sexes, however opinions might
differ as to its delicacy, that no unfavorable
influence could be deduced thence.”
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