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Onr County Bâte.
To the Editor of the Mercury,

Sir.—Any ratepayer in this town on 
looking at that very neat little document 
presented to him annually by our urbane 
tax collector will discover that 4 mills in 
the dollar out of the 12| mills levied, or 
about one-third of the taxes paid in the 
town, is for a county rate to be paid over 
by our town treasurer into the funds of 
the County of Wellington. This pro­
portion of the taxes for county rate has 
been about the same for some years past. 
What advantage, use and benefit, the 
town derives from this large annual tax 
epon its property and resources I propose 
tO'discuss in a future letter, and whether 
the town would be benefitted by a muni­
cipal separation from the county or not. 
The subject to which I would most 
strongly invite the attention of the rate­
payers. and one of the most powerful 
reasons that can be urged in favour of a 
municipal separation of the town from 
the county, is the monstrous and gross 
injustice done the town in the manner in 
which township assessors in almost every 
township in the whole county value the 
property of such municipalities upon 
their assessment rolls? We all know in 
town that our assessors value our pro 
perty so high that many of us would be 
very glad to sell for cash at the rate they 
assess us, but I state boldly, and can 
prove my position, that in almost every 
township lands are assessed at not more 
than one half, and in some cases, not one 
third of their cash value. Now what is 
the effect of this unjust mode of asses- 
ment ? That the town has to bear an 
unjust and unfair amount of the county 
liabilities, because the assessment of the 
townships is not as great as it should be, 
and by this process many thousands of 
dollars have been taken out of the pock­
ets of the ratepayers of this town which 
should have been paid by those who 
more directly enjoyed the benefits, in 
the construction of roads and bridges by 
which their property was improved. Now 
who is to blame in this matter ? Our 
Reeves have year by year done their 
duty in the County Council, and as far 
as was practicable endeavored to main­
tain the interests of the town, and have ; 
always exerted themselves to remedy in 
a small degree this injustice. It is the 
township assessors who are the culpable 
parties, and do not do their duty, or such 
monstrous inequalities could not exist ; 
and it is astonishing to me that men can 
so grossly neglect their plain duty pre­
scribed by law, and yet subscribe to the 
oath that is attached to the assessment 
roll, viz : Sec. 50, of the assessment act 
of Upper Canada is as follows : “The 
assessors shall make and complete their 
rolls between the 1st day of February 
and 15th of April, and shall attach there­
to a certificate signed by them respec­
tively and verified by oath or affirmation 
In the form following : I do hereby certi 
fy that I have set down on the above as­
sessment. roll all the real property liable 
to taxation in the township, village or 
ward (as the case may be), and the true 
actual value thereof in each case, accord­
ing to the best of my information and 
judgment.

Sec. 179 declares that any assessment 
on real property thirty per cent, less or 
greater than its real value, shall be a 
prima facie evidence that the assessment 
was unjust and fraudulent.

Sec. 130 provides that any assessor so 
convicted shall suffer the greatest punish­
ment allowed by the Act, viz : Two 
hundred dollars and imprisonment at the 
discretion of the Court.

It is high time that the Township 
Councils looked into this matter and saw 
that their assessors did their duty, and 
assessed the lands at their value, which 
if the assessment had been made on a cor­
rect basis, there would be no need to pro­
cure Legislative interference to legalize 
by-laws for railway bonuses when the 
remedy was in their own hands by mak­
ing a just assessment. Every otïicc in 
town where money is loaned can verify 
my statement respecting the unjust as­
sessment of lands in this county, and cer 
tificates signed by Reeves, Justices of the 
Peace and other influential persons certi­
fy to the cash value of land at rates dou­
ble, and more, than the same lands are 
assessed for. I fear that I am trespassing 
on your columns, but I thought as this 
was about the commencement of our now 
Municipal year it would be a good op­
portunity to call the attention of those in­
terested in the matter to a sense of their 
duties, for it would be a distressing thing 
to witness, that any of the municipal of­
ficers of our good County should be 
brought before a bar of justice to answer 
for what many who do so, in making 
what they call a light assessment, forget 
they are breaking the law while they 
endeavour to save their township, so 
they may come off with a low County 
rate at their neighbours' expense.

I am, yours, &c.,
Justice.

Guelph, Doc. 21, 1868.
The long struggle between the Mag­

yars and the Slavi of Croatia has hap­
pily been settled, and the deputies oi 
Croatia have taken their seats in the 
Hungarian Diet amid immense enthusi­
asm. Thus the Russian partv, which 
aims at a union of all the Austrian Slavi 
with Russia has for the present been 
defeated ; but the Panslavic agitation 
will undoubtedly continue and lead to 
new complications.

FUMtiRALS
FUNERALS.

WILLIAM BROWNLOW,
UNDERTAKER,

QHOP, in rear of the WELLINGTON HOTEL, 
O Douglas Street. House in rear of Mr. F. W. 
Stone’s Store, and fronting the Fair Ground.

The subscriber intimates that he is prepared to
*"C'“I FUNERALS

As usual in Town and Country. Coffins always 
on hand and made to order on the shortest notice. 
Terms very moderate.

WM. BROWNLOW
March 20 1868. dawy

Undertakers !
MITCHELL A TOVELL

Having bought but Mr. Nathan Tovell's Hearse, 
horses, &e., we hope by strict attention to busi­
ness to gain a share of public patronage. We 

■-"ill have

A full ASSORTMENT of COFFINS 
always oil baud.

Funerals furnished if required. Carpenti 
work done as usual. Premises, a few duo 
north of Post Office, and next 1). Guthrie's Law 
Office, Douglas Street, Guelph.

JOHN MITCHELL. NATHAN TOVELL, J:
Guelph, December 12. dwly .

RUTHERFORD HOUSE

JTJST ARRIVED

Direct from Labrador,

60 Bbls Prime Labrador Herring

60 half do. do do

15 Bbls. Corned Labrador Cod 
Fish» highly recommended for table use.

60 qtls. DrylCod Fish.

ROBT. RUTHERFORD.
Guelph, November 18th. dwy

TROTTER & GRAHAM.

gUOKS FOR

CHRISTMAS
Presents.

Just received, a Large Stock of

Juvenile Books 
Pocket Bibles 

Gift Books
Illustrated Books 

Good Books

DAY'S BOOKSTORE,
Opposite the Market.

uelpk,Dec, 19. daw tf

DENTISTS!
CUELPHand BRAMPTON

LICENTIATES OF DENTAL SURGERY,
Suceessovsin Guelph to T rotter.

Office, over Iliginbotham’s Drugstore
Guelph .2nd August ,1868. e dwly

Qf»ti»snMed Arrivals
* -ssr

AT ■■ ■■

A. O. BUCHAM’S. ti-

E STATE OF LATE JAMBS
LINDSAY.

PEREMPTORY NOTICE.

ALL parties having cRUms against the above 
Estate are required to send them in at once.

A. McCORKINDALK, 
W. C. BA1NE,

Guelph, bee. 16. daw lw Executors.

An Immense frtock of CLOUDS, In every color, from Three York Shillings up. 
Another lot of the celebrated

“GRECIAN BEND.”
AMERICAN ‘‘FELT SKIRTS,”

Something quite new for Ladles and Misses

DRESS AND JACKET BUTTONS, a splendid lot just in.
BREAKFAST SHAWLS for and SI 25, worth nearly double the money.

DUNDAS COTTONS at.ioc. lie. 12$<\ All extra heavy article, 1 yard wide, 14c.

BLAN KETS—On lmnd, 200 pair extra heavy Canada Blankets, from $2.50 up, well adapted 
to meet the wants of the people during the cold weather.

J^UCKWHEAT FLOUH

AMBER SYRUP
At John A. Wood’s.

^NOW MATS,

SNOW BROOMS.

At John A. Wood’*.

LADIES OP GUELPH !
Visit ouv establishment during the coming w_-ek. We are now opening up and showing an immense 
stock of New Goods suited for the present season, at remarkable prices. Call and see.

A. <1. B1TCHAM.
Wyndham St., Guelph, December 19. dw

PLIT PEAS,
At John A. Wood’s.

PANISH CHESTNUTS

ENGLISH FILBERTS,
At John A, Wood’s.

MEDICAL HALL, GUELPH.

y^liCIHBALD McKEAND,

(Successor to Juhn'W. Murton),

Banking and Exchange
OFFICE,

No. 9, James Street, HAMILTON.

, DILLS OF EXCHANGE, urn urrevtMunevand rJ3 Specie bought and sold at best rates. " 
5-20 Bonds 1 anight ami .-old at a slight 

advance on New York rates.
Agent fur the National .Steamship Company, 

weekly Line of Steamers between New Yoikaiid 
Liverpool. Also fur the London and New York 1 
Steamship Company, tort Highly Line between 1 

! New York and London.
I Tickets via the Michigan Central 11. R., and the ■ 

Michigan Sum hern and Northern Indiana It. IÎ., 
fur all points West and Smith, Royal Mqi! Line to 

: Montreal and intermediate ports.
Agent fur the Keishaw Edward-' reh touted ! 

| Fire and Bitmlav Proof Safes.
Ultelph, Dev. i. daw ly

M. WILSON,

Banking, Exchange & Passage
OFFICE,

No. 5, Jambs Street, HAMILTON.

American Money and Silver. Draft* on
New York and Sterling Exchange 

Bought and Sold.

Agent for the INMAN LINE of Steamships to 
and from Liverpool, 1 • union and Cork.- Anchor 
Line of Steamships to Glasgow, Londonderry,and 
all parts of Ireland. Al'u. iu Hamburg, Rotter­
dam, Copenhagen, Christiana. Havre. Xv., via 
Leith.

Upper Canada Agency of the Pa-ilic Mail 
Line Steamship Company to California.

Guelph, Dee. 1. flaw tlm

THE UNRIVALLED

MASOIT Sc HAMLIN
CABINET AND METROPOLITAN

ORGANS,
Have Just ARRIVED at CLARK’S MUSIC STORE.

îtEBEATED

WATER !

Tin y are acknowledged the best Instruments of their class in the world. More than Three Ilun 
dreu prominent American artists, and a great mnliy European musicians liavc given written testi­
mony to their gnat superiority. They haw been awarded*SEVENTY-FIVE GOLD OR SILVER 
.MEU.VI.S at the principal Indus!liai Fairs in the United States. But their crowning glory was in
winning the First Prize Medal at the Pari# Fxposition of 1867. These Organs 
are provided with all the LATEST IMPROVEMENTS, including the

Mason & Hamlin Improved Vox Humana, or Fan Tremolo,
Which produces a variety of very brilliant orchestral elici t, including a remarkable imitation of 

stringed instruments ; also the nearest approach to the peculiarly,sympathetic, rich and attractive 
quali’y of a cultivated human voice yet attained iu any instrument' The facilities ami resources of 
the MASON & HAMLIN Company are now so great that they can a fiord and undertake to -furnish, 
not only the best, but also the Lowest Priced Organ# made. Every instrument is fully 
warranted furtive years, and fumishedat prices ranging from $50 to $1000 and upwards.

Illustrated Catalogues with full description and prices of the various styles of Instru­
ments sent free to any applicant. Canvassing Agent# Wanted.

W. WARTTER CLARKE,
daw tf Market Square, GuelbpGuelph, Dec. 13.

JM FERIAL

Fire Insurance Company
OF 3L, O 3ST ID OfTST-

(Established 1803.)

HEAD OFFICES -1 Old Broad Street, and 
Pall Mall, London

GENERAL AGENCY FOR CANADA-24 St. S 
crament Street, Montreal

Subscribed and Invested Capital and Reserve

ill,965, OOO STERLING

Funds invested in Canada—$106,000

1NSU RANGE against loss by fire effected on the 
most favorable terms, and losses paid with­

out reference to the Hoard in London. No charge 
made for policies or endorsements.

Hintovi. Buns,General Agents, 24-St. Sacrament 
Street. John Dodsworth, Inspector.

JOHN M. BONO, Agent, Guclpli.

Guelph, 14th Nuv. dw

sFECIAL NOTICE.

The subscriber in tetumlngthanks for the liber­
al patronage licstowed on him in former years, 
begs to announce that he has erected a NEW 
OPERATING ROOM at considerable expense, in­
troducing all the improvements of the day, as

Sale of Cloths and Clothing ! Nw RUSTIC Accessories.
I ei . ____ — — . 1 .. . r> lw. e zx -» r-m ni. n an Uni-.

A. THOMSON & €0.
T It O T T E It » IS

From th' V-ncral .Springs, Plantaganet, Ont. 
A fresh supply

JUST RECEIVED.
Canadian Dentifrice

Special Jfoliccs.

^^LLEN S LUNU BALSAM !
roil TIIK CURS OK

° ^ S TT 3VE F T I O INT I 
«ejected riSnb n V"1,1‘‘l'!'1 l" it-"ur,‘ « Cough*.

Sir t£! ‘",cl,e,t' “,l allDI”"-
A8 AN EXPECTORANT T MAS NO EQUAL.

It baa been Wf„re II,a Pul,lie for n number
of years ami has gained for itself a

World-Wide Reputation.
, 7*eia.ns recommend it in their practice and 

1n,m. w,lil'h jt is prepared is highly iTmrolPt = d ,y Mcdieal •tournais.- Call at the 
«StoTh1 BaMn?1 a 1>ami>hlet- Evcry Druggist 
_w ,>KRRV DAVIS Sl SON, Proprietors
_ 1,1 dW3m Montreal P. o
HA NEWER iKT*1U^K SICILIAN IIAIR RE 

I« the only infallible Ua|r Preparation for

This justly Celebrated Mineral Water, 
so highly recommended by the Faculty, should 
lie found in every family, ami in order to meet the 
increasing demands, the subscriber has made ar­
rangements to supply his customers

By the Gallon, Quart,lor Class.

As a mild Tonic, gentle Purgative, ami Altera­
tive. This Water is especially adapted to those 
suffering from

INDIGESTION,
HEARTBURN,

HEADACHE, and
GENERAL DEBILITY.

Tim analysis by Dr. G ini wood. Military Sur­
geon, Montreal, shows this water to contain 
Chlorides of Sodium and Pnbiissum, Bromide and 
Iodide of Magnesium, Sulphate and Carbonate of 
Lime, Carbonate of Magnesia, Iron, &e.

E. HARVEY & CO.,
* Sole Agent.

Guelph, December 7. dw
(2TILL ON THE MOVE. ~

H. METCALF,
SADDLER,

Begs to notify his customers and the public that 
he has returned,to the OLD STAND,

IN THE NEW BUILDING,
Which has been built and lilted up expressly fur \ 
his business, and that he lias a large stock of the 
following Goods —

name*». Light and Heavy ; Saddles.good 
and Cheap ; Trunks of the Cheapest 

and Best make ; Whips, Bells,

IS recommended by the following II rst-chue Den­
tists as the best preparation for cleansing, 

beautifying and preserving the teeth : B. W. Day 
M D., L.D.S., Pres, of the Dental Association; 
W. V. Adams, L. I). S., Toronto; J. O'Donnell, 
Secretary, Dental Association ; L. Lemon, L. D. S., 
St. Catherines; D. A Bogart, !.. D. S., Hamilton, 
J. W. Elliott Toronto.

S3- Price 23c. p6r box. For salo by a D. '.'.g- 
Guelph, June 22

m, s ©
Cutters For Sale

CARRIAGE WORKS,
Awarded at Provincial Fairs

w70UI.D intimate that as their Mr. Thomson is retiring from business, the whole of their stock 
iiu.-t to- sold and the toisines-. wound up. To facilitate this, they have determined to

Commence n Clearing Sale on Monday 21st Dec.,
When they will offer their immense stock of

Cloths and Clothing,
Shirts, Drawers, Hats, Caps, &c.

AT COST AND UNDER. As this is a rare opportunity of securing first-class Goods at auction 
prices, they would recommend all to take advantage of the great baigains which shall be given.

B3- There will positively be no «redit given during this sale. AU indebted to the firm are ros 
peetfully requested to call and settle their accounts at once.

Quclph, 17th December 1863 A. THOMSON & CO

Of

G. B. FRASERS,
CHRISTMAS AND NEW-YEAR’S

GIFT SALE Î
WILL BEGIN on MONDAY, DECEMBER 14.

He is prepared to execute Photographs and Por­
traits of all kinds

From the Locket to Life .Size,
Equal, ns regards finish and life-like appearance, 
to any that can he obtained in tlie Dominion.— 
Copying of PORTRAITS in nil its branches as 
usual, done in a satisfactory manner.

In Large Photographs with Frames he 
intends offering Special Inducements 

during the coming Holidays.
Parties requiring a large sized Photograph with 

handsome frame, or any other Portrait of them­
selves or friends, wil' find it to their advantage to 
call and examine specimens and prices.

Rooms : Directly over John A. Wood's Grocery 
Store, Wyndlunn-St.

' WILLIAM BURGESS.
Guelph, December 12. dw

MONTREAL STEAM- 
SHIP COMPANY.

GUELPH AGENCY.
CANADIAN LINE-Port land to Liver­

pool every Saturday. 
GLASGOW LINE—Portland to Glas­

gow every week.

CABIN.—Guelph to Liverpool, $83.50and $93.60 
STEERAGE,/ do dp $32.00.
CABIN—Guelph to Glasgow, $73.50. 
INTERMEDIATE, do $47.00. 
STEERAGE, do do $31.00.

Return Tickets at reduced rates. Prepaid Pas­
sage Certificates issued to bring friendsout.at the 
lowest rates. For Tickets. Ute-rooms and 
every information apply to

GEO. A. OXNARD,
Agent, G. T. R..Guelph 

Guelph, April 1, 1868. daw

y

Brushes, Combs, &«*., in good supply. Special 
attention is directed to my Stock of HORSE 
CLOTHING, Blankets, Sursinglrs A call 
is solicited. Repairing clone as usual.

II. METCALF, 
lwGuelph, December 4.

WtSTOlilNV ,;rk\ IIAIIÏ TO ITS COLOR AND 1‘ROMC 
TINO ITS GROWTH.

It is the cheapest preparation ever offered to the 
publie, as one bottle will last longer and 

accomplish more than three bottles 
of anyothcr preparation.

Our Re newer is not n Dye- it will imt stain the 
•kin «wothers It will keep the hair from falling 

'dean.sus the H. alp, and makes the Hair 
Bon, Lustrous and Silken.

Our Treatise on the Hair sent free bv mail I 3. Charming Scliottisehe. 4, Romping Galop.
« p ni î t t. .... v i x- h | Silver Star Quickstep. 6, Fairy Mazurka. 7, Sol-

DT Kor itiu liy'al/dniggi’stfl. " ' A™* *>!?,. * Sw?!'1 W

1868 F iv e Fi r s t Prizes.
milE Subscriber lias now on hand a stock of 
1. those ELEGANT and SUBSTANTIAL

CUTTERS
Which linx e taken prizes wherever exhibited, to 

be sold at LOW PRICES for cash or shorter, dit.

J. B. ARMSTRONG.

'' j Fingered ami suitable for pupils who have taken 
but one or two quarters' lessons.

CRYSTAL GEMS,
A collection of easy and brilliant Polkas. Waltzes. 

Marches, Ac., composed and arranged by 
C. Kixkel.

; 1. Fail y Footsteps, Waltz. 2, Snowflake Polka
j 3, Charming Scliottisehe.

"DATCHELOR'S HAIR DYE
, T,!1,'8 "idcndid Hair Dye is the host in th 

JSuii • "I11' .,n,eand P"i feet Dye- Harmless 
Relia ble, instantaneous. No disappointment. - 
Wo r idiculoms tints. Remedies the effects of bad 
dyes Invigorates and leaves the hair soft and 
beau tifnl brown or black. Sold bv ail Druggists 
*5^PwrriV)"‘1;s' am* pmperly applied at Batch. 1- 
•rs Wig factor No. Id. Uond-St. NY jijy

Polka. 10. Rosy Cheeks, Sehottiscfm. 11, Run- 
Hilda Waltz. i:l, Fairv Tale 

j x-oiKn. n, Tsuuoenm Sehottische. 15. WhirlPolka. 14, Sunbeam Schott____  . ..............
wind Galop. to, Leap Year Quickstep. 17, 
W lnspeniuT Love Maz. IS. Tambour March. 19 
Belgravia Waltz. 20, Silver Shower Polka. 21. Mv 

1 Darling Sehottische. 22, First Impression Waltz 
I 23, Fast Boys Galop. 24, CornflowerWnltz. Price 
; 30 cents each. Sent, post-paid, on receipt of the 
! price. O DITSON & CO., Publishers. 277 Wasli- 
I ington Street, Boston. C. II. DITSON & (JO., 
1 711 Broadway, New York. dw

^OTICE TO THE PUBLIC.

The subscriber begs to intimate to the publie 
I that In* will remain one i.nntith longer in.Guelph, 

for the purpose of selling his farm and leasing Ids 
, hot-1. If the farm is md sold l>\ the end of that 
time it will he let on shares.

JAMES O'NEIL,; Guelph. Dee. 11. daw lm

j mo THE LEG AL PROFESSION AND
; 1. OTHERS.

! The thanks of the undersigned will be bestow# 
- on the Gentlemen who borrowed tho unilcnnen- 
! tinned Books from their Library, if they will re- 

turn the same forthwith Adam's on Ejectment. 
McMillan on Costs, Vot. 5 ami 6 U. C. L. J.

1 ^4 (.j. B. U. C., Vol 2 U. C. L. J. (us) I860.
LEMON & PETERSON, Barristers 

1 Guelph, Dec. 19. d2

$40,000 worth of Dry Goods to be 
Disposed of.

CHOICE OF EVERYTHING IN THE STORE!

A GIFT for EVERY PURCHASE of ONE DOLLAR 
and Upwards,

Consisting of Fine Gilt Scarf Pin*. Jet Ear-rings and Brooches, Coinbs, Brushes, Needle Cases, 
Cl liny Ties, Cluny Collars, Worked Muslin Sets, Ribbon Ties, Clouds, Crinolines, Gloves, Stockings, 
Socks, India Rubber Braces, Breakfast Shawls, Chest Protectors, Howls, Muffs, Damask Covers, 
Piano Covers, Table Cloths, Table Napkins, Tidies, Autiiimcaassars, Buffalo Robes, &c., &<., or

FIVE PER CENT. DISCOUNT WILL ME RETURNED IN CASH ON PUR­
CHASES OF ONE DOLLAR AND UPW ARDS.

A PRIZE of a SILK DRESS
OR A SUIT OF CLOTHES

Will be given to the LARGEST CASH BUYER DURING THE SALE, iu addition to the GIFT 
i warded at the time of purchase.

The GIFTS will be given away Fro-Rata, so as not to 
cause disappointment to t ither large or small buyers.

tST The party who receives the PRIZE will confer a favor on the Montreal arehouse 
i v an acknowledgement though the public press.

LEBER & WOOD YARB.
CHARLES HEATH
A3 opened a Luinberand Wood Yard on

Queliec-St. West of Endish Church,
Where Lumber of all kinds can be had in lots to 

suit purchasers.

CORDWOOD
For salo by the cord, half-cord and quarter 

cord, ami delivered in any part of the Town.

FLOUR & FEED
Also for sale, Flour and Feed, delivered in an 

part of the Town according to order.
tf- All orders from Town or Country will be 

promptly attended to.
CHARLES HEATH.

Guelpli. May 14,1868

Something New!
JUST RECEIVED at the Dominion Store,a very 

nice assortment of

Men’s Underclothing,
and Socks, also,

Ladies’Breakfast Shawls
Stockings of all colours, of the best quality made 

and can be bought cheap.
BERLIN WOOLS.

Tlie Largest Stoc* of Wools to be had in any 
store in town, including English, Fingering, 
Clouded, Berlin, double and single, Fleecy, Meri­
no, and Fancy Wools of every description. A1 
kinds of Canadian Yarns.

Stumping and braiding done to order.
MRS. ROBINSON

Guelph, Oct. 15 1868. dwtf

December 1\ 1803.
G. B. FRASER,

Montreal Warehouse, Wyndham Street, Guelpli

■^OTICB.

SILVER CREEK BRÉWERY.
Farmers and others having empty barrels iu 

their possession belonging to the Silver Creek 
Brewery will please return them at once, as anv 
kept an unnecessary time after being emptied will 
be charged.

GEO 81.ERMAN
Guelph, Nuv. 30. daw tl


