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District Complaints.

It is becoming plain to the
most superficial observer that
Government members repre-
senting Western districts have
not shown any fervent zeal in
looking after the interests of
their constituents. Complaints
continue to flow in that publie
matters have been neglected and
that a most alarming condition
of things exists in many places,
because of lack of courage on
the part of representatives to
demand their . proportionate
share of such patronage as falls
to the lot of their districts, and
to emphasise a protest that
measures have been carried ott,
which are directly hostile to the
future welfare of the people.
No courageous stand has|been

_taken by Western members of
the House of Assembly. They
have apparently jacquiesced in
everything that h' been done,
whether inimical to their con-
-gtituents or not. At least their
line of eonduct seems to suggest
apathy and disinclination ;to
take a strong position. And all
the while those who sent them
to the legislative halls haye
been suffering and are continu-~
ing to suffer the effects of Acts
of Parliament drawn up {with-
out having regard to the efigen-
cies of trade in those disiricts,
and the different conditions
under which business is .cirried
on. And these Acts were sup-
ported by the men who thould
have known that stag‘nttnn of
industry would ensue o1 the
West Coast through the passage
and subsequent operati;n of
thegse Specxal Acts.

#

But lack of courage in this
respect is mnot all* with Wwhich
Western representatives stand
accused before the “bar of pub-
lic opinion. In matters eon:
cerning the apportionmeht of
public monies, some of them
appear to be content to lqt sec-

tions of their distriet be neglect- |

ed, perhaps because of the fail-
ure of the voters of such sec-
tions to mark a ballot for them
last fall. If such is, the case
then vindictiveness could be
carried no farther, and i

striking commientary on . thed!
poor-spirited attitude of publie
men, who would allow hé‘m-
selves to be swayed by that in- |}

excusable sentiment. To
criminate against ‘any
ment or section of a distrj
cause of its antagonism
party reaping success, n

- good local politics, but itd p
a mighty poor lmowledze
politics. - And yet such deeu
Places are penalised be .'}
stronger vote was not
those ‘who were elected. T
not a new departure, but
growth of years, and th
development of the pa
system by members. A
/have been made to brea

from the bondage of
tem, so far, hmm,
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