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The New Custard
from England
“has a rich creamy flavour, s0

new and delicious.

«-Try it either cold or hot with
* fruit, puddings, etc.; it is delightful.
) In tins & packets from all Siores.
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“Love in the s’

The Romance of a South African

Trading

Station.

CHAPTER XXXVI.
THE UNSOLVED ENTGMA.

%And you ask for teén thousand
mt_'»re immediately, with a prospect of
still further calls.”

*“Loans, loans, my dear Dartmouth
+~say loans. All will be repaid.” .

When the Count Vitzarelli entérs
Rome as conqueror or dictator of
Italy!” broke in Reginald Dartmouth,
coldly. 5

The count’s face lighted up.

#Yes, yes!” he said. “And  that,
thank Heaven, may not be long!”

“Or it may,” said Reginald Dart-
mouith. “There is a chance, you see,
my dear count; a very risky chanca.
Now, we Englishmen, shop-keepers as
we are, require some security for our
money. Show me, if you can, what
shadow of security I possess that Italy
will be Count Vitzarefli’s and that my
money will be mine again.”

The count. shrugged his shoulders.

“What further information can I
xtve you than you already possess, my;
dear Dartmouth?” B

Reghmld Dartmouth smiled subtle-
1y.

Nono he knew.

%And, further, my dear count,” he
resumed, this time more slowly and,
if ‘possible, more softly—“I speak now
ag a man of the world to a man of the
world—what security do I possess,
supposing .Italy the count';, that all
I have staked will be returned to me?”

The question was a direct insult,
and the high-born count sprang to his
feet with all his Italian passion blaz-
ing in his face.

#8ir!” he
sult—"

*Nay,” said the ‘captaim. “An’in-
sult can not be where none is intend-

exclaimed. “This ' in-

ed. Sit down, count, I pray. - I spoke

as-a man of the world. In business
to-ask a man for security is not to in-
sult him. When 'money changss\
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hainds business men. must he dragged
in’ and -securify must be'given”

He had the Italian in his toils, and
the !tnuan knew it. . With-a gulp as

‘11t to: lwallow the. muit -and explana-
tion.together, he- ‘gank into- the chair |

asaln.

“W‘hat security do you, wish, my
de;r Dartlmmth? Nune some; - poiat’
it out to me and" T will pledge myself
to give it to you.”

Reginald Dartmouth fixed a pene-
trating glance upon the mobile face
of the count, and then; with all his
languid grace, rose and placed a sil-
ver flagon of rare wine and two gob-
lets that had come from the Persian
court and were worth a small fortune,
upon the table,

“Let us drink,” he said.
is thirsty as well
work.”

And he filled the goblets.

They clicked them together after the
Italian fashion and drank—the count,
as if half fearful of treachery, waiting
first until he saw the cup at Reginald
Dartmouth’s lips.

“You ask-me to name:some security,
count,” continued the captain, re-
seating himself and leaning back
with a negligent air of ease, but with
his penetrating eyes fixed upon the
other’s face.

“Yes, yes; show me something I
can give you, and it is yours,” replied
the count, eagerly.

Reginald Dartmouth leaned for-
ward, clasping his white hands upon
the desk before him,

“Count,” he said, with slow im-
pressiveness, “I am an Englishman
and” without-'an ‘Italian’s énthusiasm

“Talking
as disagreeable

‘for the cause. Make me an Italian and

part and parcel of it. Give me an in-
terest life-long and absorbing, in the

‘cause.”

Make you an Italian? How?” said
the count. :

“By ' marriage,” replied- Reginald
Dartmouth, with a pierceing glaunce—
“by marriage. Give me a daughter of
Italy for a wife—one who has a share
in the cause—and 8o make me by that
most powerful of motives, self-inter-
est, an enthisiast and a devotee.”

The count brightened up.

“If that is the security you ask. my
dear Dartmouth; and it can be obtain-
ed Ly my: power, it is yours. ITaz, it
is a securify as much for Italy as for
yourself.”

“Just so—for both sides. You agree,
count?” 06 X

“Most heartily,” replied the Italian.

“Then mnothing' more remains than
to draw you: t.ho check for ten thous-
and pounds, :and- give: ¥ou'.a promise
for another Tike .sum,. 'say, a’ month

from this date” ¢ ;

And he gpemd Bis check-book upon
the desk. - .

“Yes—ane thing moro.’ !ntu'poud
the unguspicions count, “and that is
to name your bride.”

Reginald - Dartmouth smiled strange-

“Is that & oondition? Are there any
saving chances to your agreement, my

{ Mmt?!lllﬂ“mm
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| 7ou wish me to name Her?”

mmmwminn-

tempt. .

already givén my heart; I ask for one
‘Who will give me a greater stake in|
the cause than even self-interest. Give
me the woman I love and T am yours,
count, till death.”

count, excitedly.

“Lucille Vitzarelli,” replied Regin-
ald Dartmouth, with impressive dis-
tinctness. 1

of varied- emotions flitting across his’
face, pride not being the least.

“Lucille?” he exclaimed, when the |’

breath, driven from him by the sud-
ren announcement, had, returned suffi-
ciently to allow of his speaking.
“Lucille—my riece, the Countess- Vit-
azrelli?”

“The same,” returned Reginald
Dartmouth, with cool sang-froid.

“But,” breathed  the count, sinking
into the chair again and looking up
into the immovable face with a troubl-
ed and hesitating glance—“but, are
you aware, do you remember—"

Then, disliking to give utterance to
his thoughts, he stopped.

“Your pause, count, in your gentle
remindér of the respective stations of
the-suitor  and the lady. You would
have me remember that I am plain
CGaptain Dartmouth, of good family
and descent blood, perhaps, but still
untitled and undecorated, and that
your niece is of pure, blue blood,
Countess of Vitzarelli, and an Italian
princess. The reminder is unneces-
gary, inasmuch as I, for one moment,
have never allowed myself to forget
it.” >

And he smiled the subtle smile of
power which had several times al-
ready irritated the Italian.

“I have never forgotten it, count,
and I never shall.- I pray you do not
forget that we of England think so
much of our old Norman blood as you
ot>your kingly descent, and that wl'r.h
us titles go for nothing weighed
against wealth and power.- Both of
these are.mine. Your presence here—
this small book—proves it. These T
offer you, unlimited and unstinted, for
the hand of you niece, Lucille; Count~
ess Vitzarelli.”

The count rose and pacod the room

«], Captain Dartmouth—I will not
sell Lucille, even for Italy. I can not.
Ask me all elpe, even my life, and I
give it you willingly. But this—this
is impossible.”

And wi{h a gesture of the hand, as
if pushing the obnoxious proposal
from him, he: sank into the chair
again,

Reginald Dartmouth eyed him with
intense and cool enjoyment.

“You use harsh words, almost as
harsh and  more unnecessary than
those you :eondemned in me awhile
ago. I ‘asked you not to sell your
niece. I asked you to give her to
me; ‘I should have asked your con-
sent only.”

The count brightened up.

“My consent?’ he said.
another matter.”

“Just so,” said Reginald Dart-
mouth, “and you will give that—ay,
and readily, because you feel within
your heart perfectly assured that Luo-
ille"—the old man turned at the
other's familiar use of the name—
“will never give hers. No excuse, I
implore,” he added, as the count, with
a tell-tale flush, was about to speak.
“We are men of the world, my dear
count, and your sharpness—I may use
the word, I hope, without offense—
does you credit and does not offend:
me. You give your consent to my es-
pousal of your niece, Lucille, if I can
obtain her’s?”

“That is
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‘ “No count,” he rep.ued, rising as he |’
{8poke, “I ask for one to whom I have

“Her name—her name!” gaid the :

The count sprang to his feet with an
exclamation upon his lips and a host |-

8 i
reely again. Safe,
gentle,
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Opal Pots At all chemists

J. B. MITCHELL & SON, LTD,
827 Water St, St. John's.

“Yes, I do,” said the count.

“Good!” sald Dartmouth. “And
now, still in the character of men of
world, let me in due form get your
illustrious name to the promise.”

And before the count could speak he
drew a parchment from a drawer and,
with the rapidity of a notary, drew up
an agreement to that effect.

“Now,” said he, with a smile, “sign,
count, while I draw out your check
and give you a formal promise of a
further supply.”

The count approached the table and
took up a pen.

But, as if his courage needed sonme
stimulant ere he could sign away his
beautiful niece’s hand, he caught up
the goblet at his elbow,2drained it at a
draught, and hastily wrote his name
at the bottom of the document.

. Reginald Dartmouth took it and,
after scanning it carefully, handed the
check with the words.

“Exchange, my dear count, is no
robbery. There is money for money's
worth, with more to eome.”

The count took the check and hast-
{ly thrust it into his pocket, as if the
very touch of it were a contamina-
tion; then, rather pale and agitated,
said, with a glance at the table:

“I will delay you no longer, my
dear Dartmouth. We meet to-night at
the usual rendezvous.”

Reginald Dartmouth shook his head
with a smile.

“I start for my Dale estate to-night,
wherée I am to prepare for your and
the countess’s visit, my lord.”

And with a bow that had as much
mockery as respect in it, hé summon-
ed a servant to show the illustrious
visitor out.

(To be Continued.)

Fashions and Fads.

A sgkirt of black taffeta is smart
worn with a  Dblack-trimmed. white
pique. bolero.

A smart little frock of black taf-
feta has a deep tunic of embroxdered
white organdie.

Revers appear on every sort ot
garment; on coat, blouse, dress and
even on the formal frock.

Evening frocks are shown in vivid
colors, such as rose, jade and cham-
pagne..- -
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Pattern 3277 was used to make this
comfortable model. It i3 cut in 7
Sizes: 36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46 and 48
inches bust measure. A 38 inch size
will require 61 yards of 36 inch ma-
terial. This is & splendid style for
mature figures. Tho lines are simple
and pleasing and the skirt is of cbme
fortable width.

Gingham, seersucker, linem, drill,
poplin, lawn and chambrey are ex-
cellent materials for this style.

A pattern of this illustration mailed
to any address on receipt of 15 cents
in silver or stamps.

A GOOD “BLOUSE AND SKIRT
STYLE” FOR THE GROWING
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Pattern 3270 is portrayed im this
model, It is cut in 4 Sizes: 8, 10, 12
and 14 years. A 12 year size will re-
quire 6 yards of 36 inch material for
the blouse and skirt of one material
The skirt alone requires 3 yards of 36
inch material.

This will be effective in plaid suit-
ing for the skict, and pongee for the
plouse. Linen jean, wash silk and
chambrey are alsoc good for the blouse,
while the skirt may be of serge, garb-
ardine or khalidi.

A pattern of this {llustration mailed
to any address on receipt of 15 cents
in silver or stamps.
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NOTE:—Owing to the continual ad-
vance in price of paper, wages, eotc.,
we are compelled to advance the price

of patterns to 16c. each.
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'WE OFFER

CLOTHES
Are Cheap.

This is a fact! Still we know some of our
readers are going to stop and say,—“Tain’t so,
nuthin is cheap!” But you are wrong, and there
are various things cheap to-day, but the trouble
is most people don’t want cheap things. Times
are changed since we were boys, when the sign
of a good healthy boy was to go round with,—
well, patches on ‘his trousers. Accidents would
occur sliding down trees and roofs, and getting
over fences. But our story is,—we have just
opened 3 range of

Boys’ Am. Grey Tweed Suits,

Two-Piece Suits to fit ages 9 to 14 years.
Price Range being $9.60 to $10.60.

Boys’ Heavy Khaki Drill Suifs,

Ages 4 years to 10 years. Only $4.90 suxt
for all sizes.

These Khaki Suits will wear .like a bit of
iron. They are made Military Style but can be
altered if required. The coat comes with four
%ockets each with a Buttoned Flap, and Coat

uttons are detachable Military Metal Butlons.
Th~ Pants have two front pockets and one on
the hip, and also Belt Support Straps. Consider
this price of $4.90 and you will find nobody will
even just make a boy’s suit for that price to-day
(excluding the materials), unless the boy’s s moth-
er. And she will do this even if she doesn’t get
a vote; and who will say that a capable woman
like that doesn’t deserve one. :

We have some other Boys’ Tweed Suits in
stock in odd sizes at prices of some time ago.

We have Beys’ Tweed Pants tn stock at low
prices.

We have even some Boys’ Odd Vests in stock
at the moment.

TALKING ABOUT

Older Stock and Older Values,

ALL OUR BOYS’ COTTON SUITS AND
BLOUSES ARE SELLING AT -LAST YEAR’S
PRICES, SO THEY ARE CHEAP AS WELL
AS GOOD STYLES.

We had more Boys’ Cotton Suits and Blouses

last year than we had Summer. This year we
J.01 > we will have more Summer.

We Have a Good Range of

Cotton Rompers for Little Chaps

To tell the truth we purchased some of these
this year, but you will find good values here de-
spite that.

- If the boy is going campmg thlS Summer he
mav want an Oil Coat. We have them at last
Fall’s prices. - Goods bought at this Spring’s
prices were mostly high, but the prices quoted
for Fall staggered us. We can therefore advise
you in all faith to buy before newer prices come
into effect.
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RED CROSS LINE!

&ag;s.' S 8; ROSALIND will sail from New York on
July sn?l’!rom 8t. Jehn's on July 10th, Thia steam=
er hac excellent accommodation and earries both first
and second class »mn:m

ers have
. will pleage all baggage checlted be-

For passage M m!cht rates, etc., apply to
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