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he said, with"II It's business:
genuine Interest, Tm no use in the 
world. 11* cousin. Clifford Revel, is 
the man. I’ll fetch him tor you."

She put her hand upon He arm, 
with a smile, not of contempt, but of 
admiration, of his simple, truthful 
nature.

"Thanks, It is not business i or, 
rather, it is business which you do 
understand, or else people give you 
more credit than you deserve."

"They could easily do tint!" he 
said, still waiting most eagerly.

“That was very nicely said.” she 
laughed. "But this is the business, 
Lord Fane. My mother is anxious 
about n horse I have bought—"

His face brightened.
“Oh, if it’s a horse!" ho said. 

“Welir
“My mother is afraid of it, end 

wants me to share her feer, and get 
rid of the animal. But I’m not afraid 
at all"—he looked at her beautiful 
face, and the clear, black eyes, and 
thought that, indeed. It must be n 
wild horse of Tartary to Inspire fear 
in her heart—“not at all. Now, would 
you mind—It Is a shame to trouble 
you—would you mind looking at it 
to-morrow?”

“I shall be delighted!" he said; 
then hie face fell for one moment. 
To-morrow! and he meant to be at 
Lela’s side to-morrow!

“Ton are sure it is not troubling 
you unwarrantably?" she murmured.

"I shall be delighted," he repeated. 
“Where can I see him?"

She hesitated.
"Perhaps, if quite convenient, you 

wouldn’t mind seeing him in tlia 
park? I always take a gallop twice a 
day. before breakfast and after 
lunch ?”•

"I’ll come after—”
“To lunch, will you, please?" she 

said, so meekly and winningly that, 
coming from her, so majestic and su­
perb, he felt confused.

"Thanks; I will come,” he said.
She swept him a how of gratitude, 

with queenly grace, and went across 
the room, her ruby satin shining 
through the old lace like a glowing 
Are.

Lord Edgar-watched her as she 
swept across the room, and thought, 
as he did so, that he had never seen 
a more queenly figure, a more im­
perial gait Her beauty, her manner, 
her voice, the gleam of her dark— 
there are no black eyes, so artists 
say—eyes impressed him as no eyes 
had ever impressed him before. He 
thought of Lela even at the moment 
with the tenderest love; there was 
nothing of love, of anything ap­
proaching it, in the impression crea­
ted by this superb creature, but there 
was something—a vague feeling of 
having been influenced—that pos­
sessed him.

He was still watching her as she 
moved about the room, stopping to 

she said, "that ^ to one and another of the guests, 
a lady’s advan- : a]my8 with the perfect grace which 

! had so struck him, when Clifford" 
looking at her, ReTej came up to him.
e,es" "Well,” he said, in his low, distinct

If there is “are you bored to death, Ed-
he said. „,gar?"she answered.
her and I are ^ Edgar 8tarted' 
e no gentleman "Bored? No! Clifford, what a 
or to advise us, splendid creature that is!” 
t advice badly.” Clifford Revel looked across the 
ed distressed. room, as If searching for the splendid

«gain, Lord Faner she «aid.
“I am coming to-morrow,” he' said, 

with a smile. "Thank you for asking

Than be went back to the piano. 
Where Edith Drayton still sat, end 
held eel his hand.

“Good-by for the present,” be said. 
Til look el the horse in the morn-
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l|l the last She gave him her hand; It was bs 
Arm and white as a status’s, and rot 
seeesd to «row warm within his 
Srtp. ,

And then Clifford Revel's turn 
came. -----

Bending over her, he murmured Ms 
good-night

"I hope the savage hae amused
you?" he whispered.

"Very much, indeed," ehe replied, 
and the two men went out aide by 
side. It seemed the signal for dis­
persion, and one by one the guetta 
made their adieus, so that the mother 
and daughter remained alone.

"Well?” said Mrs. Drayton, coming 
across to the piano, with her weary 
step.

Her daughter looked straight be­
fore her.

"What do you mean hy ‘well,’ 
mother?” she asked.

"Well, what do you think of him?" 
asked Mrs. Drayton, anxiously.

“Of Lord Fans? I think," replied
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creature, and Lord Edgar broke out 
kith his usual impatience and im­
petuosity:

“Miss Drayton, I mean!"
“Oh, Miss Drayton! Yes," assent­

ed Clifford. “Yes, she Is very much 
admired.”

“Admired! You epeak as If she 
were a statue or a painting!” said 
Lord Edgar, almost indignantly.

Clifford Revel looked down at him, 
with his impassive smile.

“You speak as if you were In love 
with her.”

“I?” exclaimed Lord Edgar, color- 
ipg.

“There Is nothing to be ashamed 
of,” remarked Clifford Revel, with 
suppressed bitterness. "Every one is 
in love with her. There isn’t a more 
beautiful woman in London.”

"In London—yes, I dare say," as­
sented Lord Edgar, warmly.

“And in the country, too," said 
Clifford Revel, carelessly, but bend­
ing his keen glance on the frank face. 
"Anyway, there is no chance for you, 
dear boy. Half London is at her feet, 
and you come too late.”

Lord Edgar laughed.
“I didn't come at all," he said! 

“and speaking of late reminds tfl* 
Hadn't we better
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that we are late, 
go?”

Clifford Revel glanced at the time­
piece on the mantel-shelf, and nodded.

“Yes," he said, “whenever you are 
ready.”

Lord Edgar arose to make hie 
adieus, but Clifford Revel stopped 
him.

"You can go without saying 'good­
night,' ” he said. "It is not usual on 
these informal occasions.”

Lord Edgar hesitated, and, as he 
stood, Edith Drayton moved to the 
piano.

Half a dozen men battled in a po­
lite way for the honor of- escorting 
her and turning over the music, but 
she seemed to disregard them all, and 
glanced across Ahe room toward the 
two cousins. |

Clifford Revel moved forward, but 
Lord Edgar was before him, and 
strode to the piano.

"Are you going to sing?” he said.
“If you like,” she said, with an em­

phasis on the "you.”
••Yes, please,” he answered, frank­

ly- !
She turned over the music, ^ and, 

with an air of negligence, chose a 
song and struck the opening chords.

Lord Edgar bent over the piano, 
hoping in his inmost heart that be 
should turn over at the right place.

She glanced up at him, with a 
smile, as if she were singing to him, 
and began.

She had a beautiful voice, which 
she had, by incessant practice, tram- j 
ed to perfection; and Lord Edgar, as 
he stood and listened, thought he had 
never—excepting that song of Lela’s 
which he had heard on the terrace- 
heard a more beautiful song.

Her eyes—he watched them as eke ; 
sang—seemed to grow softer and j 
more luminous, and, when she had • 
finished, amid the quiet hum of ap­
plause, his frank, outright voice arose 
above the rest

"Thanks, thanks!" he said. "What 
a beautiful voice you have! Thanks!”;

Clifford Revel stood on the other i 
side, and did not utter a word. He | 
looked at his watch, and touched. Ed- , 
gar on the ehouldei

"It is time to go,” he said, In ft bait 
whisper.

Lord Edgar strode across the room I 
to Mrs. Drbyton.

“I've had a most enjoyable even­
ing,” he said, extending hie hand, in 
hie blunt fashion.

She smiled up at him 
very tired.

WILL HOLD THE RHINE.
PARIS, April 16. 
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The Pattern Is cut in 7 sizes: 34, 
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